
2310 [ASSEMBLY.]

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING

1. Argen tine Ant Bill.
Received from the Assembly; and, on

motion by the Hon. L. A. Logan
(Minister for Local Government),
read a first time.

2. Entertainments Tax Act Amendment
Bill.

3. Entertainments Tax Assessment Act
Amendment Bill.

Received from the Assembly: and, on
motion by the Hon. A. F. Griffith
(Minister for Mines), read a first
time.

STATE HOTELS (DISPOSAL) BILL
Assembly's Message

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had disagreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban

-Minister for Mines): I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn

till 2.30 p.m. tomorrow.
Question Put and Passed.

House adjourned at 10.40 0nm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

1.This question was postponed.

DEPARTMENT OF PHARMAICOLOGY
Grant from Wellcome Foundation

2. Mr. MANN asked the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is It a tact that the Wellcome

Foundation made a grant of money
towards the establishment of a
Department of Pharmacology at
the University?
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(2)
(3)

If so, what was the suim involved?
When is it anticipated that a
start will be made with the pro-
ject?

Investigations o/ Soaevola Spinescens and
other W.A. Plants

(4) Will this department examine and
test the palliative properties of
scaevola spinescens?

(5) Is it considered that other West-
ern Australian plants may have
valuable pharmacological pro-
perties; and if so, will their value
be investigated?

(6) What is the Government doing to
assist in the establishment of the
Department of Pharmacology?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHITNSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) £50,000 sterling.
(3> Applications for the Chair of

Pharmacology are now being in-
vited and the department will
commence when the appointment
is made.

(4), (5). and (6) it is possible that
some W.A. plants have pharma-
cological properties. There is,
however, no special obligation at
present on the new Department of
Pharmacology to undertake re-
search on scaevola spinescens or
other native flora. The Govern-
ment, however, in conjunction
with the University, has this
Project under consideration at the
present time.

INTERIM DEVELOPMENT ORDER
Effect an Landowners

3. Mr. O'NEIL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for.Local Govern-
ment;
(1) Is it a fact that owners of land

blanketed by an interim develop-
ment order are unable to improve,
sell or subdivide their holdings?.

(2) Are such owners of land required
to pay normal rates and taxes
on Property so affected?

(3) Would the passage of regional de-
velopment legislation recently
ruled out of order on a technical-
ity, have enabled the Government
to relieve persons in this situation?

(4) Could consideration be given to
suspending or reducing land taxes
and local authority rating on land
so affected?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) Owners may improve, but the cost

of improvements would not be
taken into consideration if re-
sumption or purchase proved

necessary. Whilst there is noth-
ing to prevent owners from selling,
it is highly improbable that pur-
chasers would be found. The in-
terim development order controls
the use of land, not the subdivi-
sional. conditions. Subdivision
would be extremely unlikely,
except in exceptional circum-
stances.

(2) Yes.
(3) The legalising of the regional

plan, together with the setting
up of a statutory authority, will
eventually lead to some relief to
persons in this situation.

(4) Every consideration has been
given to this without any effective
answer having been reached. It
is possible for local authorities to
only take a percentage of the
valuations; but as this would lead
to variations in all parts of the
district, confusion and irregulari-
ties would be created.

CARNARVON HOUSING
Additional Allocations

4. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Housing:

In view of the large number of
applications for State houses in
Carnarvon and the extreme short-
age of accommodation, will he give
consideration to the building of
houses additional to those already
allocated for this financial year?

Mr. ROSS HIUTCHINSON replied:
On receipt of recent advice as to
1959-1960 funds, the commission
increased the Carnarvon building
programme to 18 houses, which,
with vacancies, Is considered ade-
quate to cope with present re-
corded applications. Contracts
have been let for the whole 18
homes.

Prawning Company's Requirements
5. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Housing:.

(1) Has a company, interested in
prawning at Carnarvon, made an
application for houses at Carnar-
von?

(2) If so, how many does the company
require?

(3) Will they be allocated from the
present building programme, or
will additional houses be built for
the company?

Mr. ROSS RUTCHINSON replied;.
(1) and (2) At an interview with the

Minister for Housing. a company
representative requested one
house .at Carnarvon for the traw-
ler skipper, In the interests of
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Promoting a new local industry,
the Minister approved of the re-
quest.

(3) The house will be allocated from
the 1959-60 programme, which
was recently increased by a
further three houses.

TINROADWORTHY VEHICLES

Use by and Sale to Natives
6. Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the Minis-

ter for Transport:
(1) Is he aware that extremely un-

roadworthy vehicles are being
used on the roads by natives?

(2) What restriction exists on the sale
of such vehicles to natives?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) In the metropolitan area, rigid

examination is made of all vehicles
submitted for licensing, and uin-
roadworthy vehicles are rejected;
and any such vehicles found on
the roads, whether driven by
natives or otherwise, are ordered
off.

(2) No restriction exists on sales, but
licensing is refused so far as un-
roadworthy vehicles are con-
cerned.

DESTRUCTION OF FLORA
Application of Policy to P.M.G.

Department

7. Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the Min-
ister for Works:
(1) What is the wording of the policy

set down for any department en-
gaged on public works, in regard
to the destruction of trees and
native flora in any Place, but
especially along roadsides?

(2) Does this Policy apply to the
P.M.O. Department?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) The instruction is--

Departmental officers will do
their utmost to co-operate with
local authorities with a view to
preserving, as far as possible,
the growth of trees along the
route of any proposed works in
country areas.

(2) As the P.M.G. Department is a
Commonwealth Government de-
partment it is not Possible to reply
as to its policy.

BODDINOTON TOWN DAM
Comnmencement

8. Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the Min-
ister for Works:

When will work commence on the
roaded catchment. for the Bod-
dington town dam?

Mr. WILD replied:
Work commenced on
October. 1959.

the 19th

WATER PIPING
Supply Position

9 Mr. HAWKE asked the Treasurer:
(1) Which sizes of galvanised water

Piping are unavailable or are in
short supply in Western Aus-
tralia?

(2) When is the situation likely to be
improved?

Mr. WATTS (for Mr. Brand) replied:
(1) j in., 1 in., 14 in., and 2 in.
(2) 200 tons equalling 374.000 feet of

J in.. and 200 tons equalling
270,000 feet of 1 in. are expected
to arrive at Fremantle on the 1st
November and should relieve the
position. Action is being taken to
ensure an adequate and continu-
ing supply.

FOXES
Control by Agriculture Protection Board

10. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware that there is growing

dissatisfaction at the apparent in-
crease in the fox population in the
Westonia and Narembeen areas,
and the lack of effective action
by the Agriculture Protection
Board?

(2) As the fox-bonus system has been
abolished, will he give assurance
that a rigorous Agriculture Pro-
tection Board policy will be fol-
lowed in order to keep this pest
under strict control?

Mr.
(1)

NALDER replied.
Some complaints have been made,
and possibly there is a seasonal
increase in foxes. Drives have
been successfully conducted in the
Narembeen district, and Agricul-
ture Protection Board units have
operated. One unit is at present
in the district. Priority has been
given to the use of units where
drives have been organised among
farmers by road boards; no drive
has been organised by the Wes-
tonia board. It has not yet been
possible to make a unit available,
but this will be done in the near
future.

(2) The Agriculture Protection Board
is already spending on organised
fox-control work twice the amount
it spent previously on bonuses.
The main measure is the poison-
ing of Crown lands and reserves
by Agriculture Protection Board
units. Where adequate poisoning
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is undertaken by farmers, par-
ticularly in organised drives, this
ensures effective coverage of a
district.

EMWUS

Methods of Control

11. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware that emnus are causing

serious crop damage at some points
inside the rabbit proof fence?

(2) What action has been taken?
Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The responsibility for local con-

trol rests with local boards and
landholders. A bonus Is paid by
the Agriculture Protection Board,
which has also incurred consider-
able expenditure in extending the
protective fence system to prevent
movement of emus from pastoral
areas.

12. This question was postponed.

CANNINOTON POLICE STATION

Establishmnent

13. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Police:

With reference to my question on
Thursday last, re the supply of a
new police station at Cannington,
is it anticipated that loan funds
will be available this financial
year?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
No.

NEDLANDS FORESHORE
Reclamation and Dredging

14. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Works:

What is the extent of the dredg-
ing and/or reclamation being
undertaken at present by the
dredge Stirling on the Nedlands
foreshore?

Mr. WILD replied:
Approximately 8,000 cubic yards of
sand will be pumped in front of
the river walling adjacent to the
Nedlands-Sublaco Yacht Club.

FRUIT FLY
Eradication Campaign

15. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

in an endeavour to eradicate the
fruit fly, will the Government give
consideration to a drive among
backyard orchards against this

menace, In a manner comparable
to the campaign against the Arg-
entine ant?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Fruit fly cannot be treated in the
same manner as the Argentine
ant because of its greater mobility.
Experience has shown that warn-
ings are insufficient, and conse-
quently enforcement measures are
being intensified. Eighty-f our
prosecutions have been launched
since the beginning of the year.

LAND SETTLEMENT
Ez-War Service Farms-Terms8 of

Repayment
16. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister

for Agriculture:
What are the present terms of
repayment on ex-war service land
settlement farms?

Mr. NALDER replied:
The terms of repayment are as
follows:-

(a) Deposit of 15 per cent.
(b) Five equal annual instal-

ments each representing 10
per cent of the purchase
price less the 15 per cent.
deposit.

(c) The balance outstanding
on the purchase price to be
repaid at the end of the
sixth year.

Interest at the rate of 5 per cent.
per annum is payable on the
balances of purchase money out-
standing.
Any variation of these terms in
relation to any particular sale
would be a matter for submission
to the Commonwealth.

PLAIN COUNTRY
Cost per Acre

17. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister
for Lands:

What is the cost per acre for
Plain country in-

(a) the Northcliffe area;
(b) other parts of the State?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(a) The open flats south of

Northcliffe are classified as
second-class ok' third-class
land. The price varies from
15s. to 10s. per acre, exclud-
ing survey fee.

(b) In other parts of the State,
plain country is classified
either second-class or third-
class land, and the price
varies from 15is. to 2s. Per
acre, excluding survey fee,
according to locality.
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MOUNT AND MALCOLM STREETS
Resumptions for Road

18. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Have plans been completed for

the proposed road through Mount
and Malcolm Streets?

(2) If so, what properties will be re-
sumed, and have owners of such
properties been given prior notice?

Tunelling
(3) Has any consideration been given

to a proposal of tunnelling under
Mount and Malcolm Streets; if
so, with what results?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) NO.
(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) Some preliminary consideration

has been given to a proposal for
tunnelling, but no decision has
been reached. Further considera-
tion is necessary in the light of
new traffic investigations recently
completed by the Main Roads
Department.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
GUAYULE RUBBER PLANTS

Planting Centres

1.Mr. BICKERTON asked the minister
for Agriculture:

At what centres, north of Car-
narvon, will guayule seedlings be
planted?

Mr. NALDER replied:
It is Proposed to plant out the
gusynle seedlings raised at Gas-
coyne Research Station at the
following locations:-

West Kimberley area:
Mt. Anderson Station;
Mowanjum mission. Derby;
Nichoirs Farm, Derby;
Broome Pindan;
Nita Downs Station.

Port Redland area:
Munda Station.

Wiluna area:
Lorna Glen Station.

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT
CONGESTION

Alteration of School Luncheon Hour
2. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Education:
In view of the answer given to
the member for Darling Range
in regard to the alteration of
commencing times for schools, in
order to avoid heavy loadings of
metropolitan passenger transport.
would he consider that it is more
in the interests of the children

to adjust the time of the school
luncheon hour from 12 noon-
1 p.m. to 11.45 a.m.-12.45 p.m., as
a means towards promoting
greater safety for children when
using crosswalks by avoiding
heavy road traffic between the
peak hour of noon-i p.m.?

Mr. WATTS replied:
In reply to the member for Al-
bany, my answer to the member
for Darling Range yesterday was
one word-"Yes." That answer
was to indicate that investigation
would be made into the matter
that he raised. I think I can give
the same answer to the question
asked by the member for Albany.

FITZROY CROSSING SCHOOL
Water Supply

3. Mr. RHAflOAN asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Has he read an article in this

morning's issue of The West Aus-
tralian on a report from Fitzroy
Crossing under the beading, "The
School with no Water"?

(2) If so, what action is he taking to
make this the school with water?

Mr. WAITS replied:
(1) and (2) The honourable member

did give me some notice of this
question; and in the short time
available. I am able to give him
some sort of answer. The answer
is that the Public Works Depart-
ment was to put down a bore at
the samne time as it was comple-
ting the building. Apparently, if
the article in the Press is correct,
that bore has not been put down,
and I will have to ascertain what
is happening. I will advise the
honourable member accordingly at
a later date.

MOUNT AND MALCOLM STREETS
Date of Cornpletion of By-pass Road

4. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Works:

In view of his negative answer to
the last part of question No. 18,
which I directed to him this after-
noon, as the Narrows Bridge will
be opened on the 13th November,
and this will be an important by-
pass and link road to Mount
Street, could the Minister give any
indication as to when this link or
by-pass road will be completed?

Mr. WILD replied:
I am not able to give any answer
to that question at the moment,
because no decision can be made
until a traffic count is conducted
after the opening of the Narrows
Bridge.
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BILLS (2)-FIRST READING
1. Metropolitan Region Town Planning

Scheme Bill.
2. Town Planning and Development Act

Amendment Bill (No. 3).
Introduced by Mr. Perkins (Minister

for Transport).

BILLS (3)-THIRD READING
1. Argentine Ant Bill.
2. Entertainments Tax Assessment Act

Amendment Bill.
3. Entertainments Tax Act Amendment

Bill.
Transmitted to the Council.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INDUS-
TRIES AUTHORITY BILL

Report
Report of Committee adopted.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED
1. Kattanning Electric Lighting and

Power Repeal Bill.
2. Companies Act Amendment Bill.

Without amendment.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Postponement of Nos. 5 to 14.

MVR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [4.55]: 1
move-

That orders of the day Nos. 5 to 14
inclusive be Postponed until after the
consideration of p~rders of the day
Nos. 15, 16, and 17.

I do not anticipate for one moment that
the Government will accede to this re-
quest; but I am moving the motion seri-
ously, in order to make a point in connec-
tion with the matter. It will be seen that
the three items refer to private members'
business--to Bills moved by private mem-
bers, as distinct from motions similarly
moved.

I do not know what will be the decision
of this House; but if the Bill which I have
introduced is agreed to, it will be necessary
for consideration to be given to it by the
Legislative Council. We know from
experience that towards the end of the
session little consideration is given by that
House to legislation which is transmitted
to it late in the session, even in respect
of Government business. So one can
anticipate that a Private member's bill will
receive even less consideration.

I am particularly concerned with the
Bill which I introduced, and which is con-
tained in order of the day No. 15. It was
introduced some weeks ago; and for no
reason of the Government or mine, its
consideration was delayed. After it was
introduced, the first private members' day

happened to coincide with the Royal Show
holiday, when this House was not sitting;
therefore the Bill could not be debated on
that day. Last Wednesday, at the request
of the Premier, I readily agreed to the
postponement of that item owing to the
absence of the Minister for Transport, who
was away on official business.

The position up to date is that I am
not aware of the attitude of the Govern-
ment towards my measure. If the Min-
ister opposes it, it can be taken for granted
that the Bill will be lost. If he supports
it. the debate and all stages of the Bill
will take only a few minutes. Therefore I
am anxious to know, at the earliest possible
moment, the Government's attitude to the
Bill.

Knowing full well that the Government
will not tolerate the order of the items on
the notice paper being taken out of its
hands, I repeat that I do not anticipate
success on the motion I have moved. But
I felt I should make these remarks, be-
cause three private members' Bills, as dis-
tinct from motions moved by private
members, are the subject of my motion. I
ask the Government to be generous enough
to allow these Bills to be considered at as
early a date as possible.

MR WATTS (Stirling-Attorney-Gen-
eral) 1 4.57]: This Is an amazing pro-
posal of the member for East Perth. In
the form in which he has moved it, I cer-
tainly am not prepared to ask this House
to accede to it. When the motion, which
was moved last week in accordance with
the custom of this House for the suspen-
sion of private members' business, was
Put forward by the Premier, he made it
perfectly plain-indeed he was to some
extent cross-examined upon the subject-
that he would ensure, as has been done
heretofore, that an opportunity was given
for the discussion of all private members'
business then upon the notice paper, in-
cluded among which would be the Bill
moved by the member for East Perth. That
certainly did not mean that those Bills
would be discussed this afternoon.

I am not without a certain degree of
sympathy with regard to the Bill intro-
duced by the member for East Perth to
amend the Traffic Act, because T under-
stand he was prevented from giving it an
airing on account of the unavoidable ab-
sence of the Minister who was dealing
with the matter-to wit, the Minister for
Transport.

Had the honourable member taken the
opportunity to mention this matter to me
in regard to his own Bill, I migbt have
seen fit to provide more opportunity for
It to be discussed than I now have in
mind. He did not see fit to do that, and
therefore he can reasonably expect to for-
feit at least a substantial portion of the
sympathy which I had for him, owing to
the absence of an opportunity for airing
the matter being given.
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Mr. Graham: it was not until today that
I was aware the item would be No. 15 on
the notice paper.

Mr. WATTS: It was only in that posi-
tion because of the invariable practice that
private members' business, except on pri-
vate members' day, takes its place on the
lower rungs of the notice paper ladder.
That has been the practice. Whether or
not that is dictated by Standing Orders,
I have no knowledge; but it has been the
absolute position in this House as long as
I have been here, and that is a fair time.

Mr. Graham: I was not criticising. I
was making a request.

Mr. WATTS: I admit that. I am stat-
ing the facts so that we will be perfectly
clear in regard to the matter. Therefore,
in all the circumstances of the case, while
I am prepared to reiterate the statement
made by the Premier about a week ago, I
cannot accept this motion.

Question put and negatived.

OIL REFINERY INDUSTRY
(ANGLO-IRANIAN OIL COMPANY

LIMITED) ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the previous day.

lMR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [5.1]: Those
who were here at the time of the passing
of the Bill to deal with the proposal to
establish the oil refinery at Kwnaia-I
think it was in 1952-may recall that in
the schedule attached to the Bill quite a
number of commitments were made by the
State of Western Australia. Amongst them
was one providing that a certain number
of houses should be constructed within a
certain period for the purpose of accom-
modating the employees of the refinery
about to be built.

The verbiage of that schedule stipu-
lates that the State should do certain
things; and, as the Chief Secretary when
introducing the Bill pointed out, it is not
only a matter of convenience, but one of
experience in the matter of housing, which
makes it appropriate that the State Hous-
ing Commission should be charged with
the responsibility. Indeed, it has been
carrying out that very function for the
past several years; and whilst. this Bill
does not, in fact, do as much as this, its
effect would be that the State Housing
Commission would now be specifically
mentioned as being responsible for the pro-
vision of housing, the maintenance of thke
houses, the selling of the homes to persons
who might require them, and so on. It
would be wrong for the Treasury Depart-
ment or some other department to be
handling the matter.

In other words, there is nothing con-
tentious or controversial in this Bill.
Really it gives legislative endorsement to

what has been the practice and procedure
over recent years; and, therefore, I offer
no objection whatever to the measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

STATE HOUSING ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the previous day,

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [5.7]: An
agreement was entered into between the
Commonwealth and the States shortly
after the end of the war, in respect of the
construction of houses to meet the tre-
mendous shortage that had been built up
during the war years. That legislation
had a life of 10 years and expired at the
end of June, 1956. In the State Housing
Act there is a section which empowers the
State Housing Commission to acquire land,
erect premises, and generally do all things
which were necessary in order to comply
with the 1945 agreement-and the year
1945 is actually mentioned in the State
Housing Act itself.

That agreement-now referred to as the
No, I agreement-having expired, a new
agreement-referred to as the No. 2 agree-
ment--came into operation on the 1st
July, 1956. Whilst the agreement between
the Commonwealth and the State was the
subject of a Bill which was agreed to by
this Parliament-having previously been
assented to by the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment-no steps were taken to write into
the State Housing Act that the State
Housing Commission was empowered to do
all things necessary in respect of housing
so far as homes built under the Common-
wealth-State Housing Agreement No. 2
was concerned, and this Bill seeks to do
that very thing.

Like the measure we considered a few
moments ago, this Bill-If it becomes an
Act-is to be retrospective to the 1st July,
1956. These two measures may be regarded
as corrections of oversights; and the
thought occurs to me that the Crown Law
Department cannot be very busy if it is
perusing old statutes to find whether there
are a few "I's" undotted and "t's" un-
crossed here and there.

As members will appreciate from the
Minister's remarks and may own comments.
these two Bills in themselves do nothing
whatever other than to tidy up legislation
so that there can be no possibility of a
legal hitch In respect of something that
has been going on for several years. How-
ever, now that the point has been raised,
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of course, it is appropriate that action
be taken; and, accordingly. I support the
second reading of this measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

STATE HOTELS (DISPOSAL)
BILL

Council's Amendment
Amendment made by the Council now

considered.
In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Roberts) in the Chair: Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son (Chief Secretary) in charge of the
Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
ment is as follows-

New Clause.
Page 4-Insert after clause 3 a new

clause to stand as clause 4:-
4. Before a hotel is offered for

sale or lease, the Licensing Court
shall prepare and make available
the requirements of the Court in
regard to additions, alterations,
renovations, repairs, maintenance
and conduct of the hotel covering
a period of the ensuing threeYears from the date of purchase
or lease.

Mr. ROSS HTCHINSON: I do not pro-
pose to agree to this amendment as it does
not provide for the Licensing Court to do
anything which it cannot do at present. It
makes it mandatory that the court shall
do certain things in regard to the sale of
State hotels, and I suggest that some time
should elapse before negotiations could be
finalised between the Government and
would-be purchasers-or communities-
who desired to purchase State hotels. It
is undesirable that the amendment should
be agreed to because of that reason.

Already negotiations have been entered
into between the Government and one
community; and various explorations are
being made by the local community; and
the local hotel has been requested to pro-
vide that community with information in
regard to the requirements to bring the
hotel up to a reasonable standard. I tell
the Committee these things in order that
members can see that there is no necessity
for the amendment.

It is quite open for anybody to make this
request of the Licensing Court. I think
it is particularly undesirable that some
local community might have its Period of
nine months, in which to operate, cut down
by virtue of the fact that the Licensing
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Court had not got around to making an
assessment of the work that should be
done. I consider that the Committee should
reject the amendment; and I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question Put and Passed; the Council's
amendment not arced to.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

A Committee consisting of Dr. Henn, Mr.
Bickerton, and Mr. Ross Hutchinson drew
up reasons for not agreeing to the Council's
amendment.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Co.unc. 1

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1959-60

In Committee o/ Suppoly

Resumed from the previous day, the
Chairman df Committees (Mr. Roberts) in
the Chair.

Votes-Education, £8,408,600; Crown
Law, £556,988 (partly considered).

MR. W. HEGNEYr (Mt. Hawthorn)
[5.37]: I listened with interest to the Min-
ister for Education when he introduced
the Education Estimates, and I think it
will be generally agreed that his remarks
necessarily followed a pattern which has
been evident for some Years. He pointed
out that there were certain vital problems
at present with the Government; and, as
far as I can see, they are likely to be
prevalent for some Years to come.

I shall say at the outset-I have men-
tioned this before-that my observations
and study of the education position, not
only in Western Australia but indeed in all
of the States of Australia, compel me to
believe that unless the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment substantially aids the States in
regard to the specific requirements of edu-
cation, the States will have problems,-I
Propose to deal with them briefly during
the course of my remarks--for quite a
considerable time. As a matter of fact,
it was in March or April, 1958, that the
Australian Education Council instructed or
requested the Directors of Education to
draw up a factual statement for submission
to the Commonwealth Government in re-
gard to Australia's educational needs. I
suggest that that statement would be forth-
right and yet down to earth.

Dealing with the Problems in Western
Australia-and I repeat that the same
problem exists in other States; and as a
matter of fact Western Australia is ahead
of the other States in some directions-.!
should like firstly to refer in the briefest
possible terms to the meaning of the word
"education." Some People have the idea
that education means the acquisition or
'know-how"-of learning how to read,
write, and do arithmetic. But I think
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most members would agree that education
does not consist solely of those factors;
they are just very brief necessities. In
my opinion education is something far
more important, comprehensive, and wide-
spread than that.

One of the basic requirements in th-
education of children is the moulding of
the children's characters. By that I do
not mean to say that teachers should de-
velop entirely the character of a child,'but they should assist in its formation.
Because of the necessity to earn a liveli-
hood, too many people put the emphasis
on learning to obtain a living rather than
living to learn.

That reminds me of the old story of the
school superintendent-they used to be
called inspectors-who visited a school and
asked the children, one by one, when they
considered their education finished. One
by one the children said, 'The day I reach
14. Sir." I think a lot of us in our earlier
years had that Idea. But there was one
little boy at the back of the class who was
very quiet; and the superintendent asked
him the question, and the boy replied.
"The day I die, Sir." That boy spoke very
wise words. I think we can learn some-
thing every day; and I propose to relate
that little story to my later remarks on
technical education, and education of our
youth after they leave the primary or
secondary schools.

I mentioned that it was important that
the teacher should assist the child in the
formation of his character. In the process,
the child's mind must be trained and he
must be taught to learn to think for him-
self. The most important factor in the
moulding of a child's character is to get
the right personnel to teach the child. In
this direction the Education Department
has for a number of years-and with a
great amount of success-endeavoured to
obtain fine types of boys and girls to enter
the teachers' training colleges.

I have often said-I think it will
stand repeating and that everyone will
agree with the statement-that the parent
has the prime and immediate responsibil-
ity for the care and upbringing of his
children; but next to the parent the most
important person is the teacher. There
are a number of ex-teachers in this Cham-
ber who can correct me if I am wrong,
because I am only a layman; but I believe
that a teacher can be a tremendous in-
fluence for good or evil in the moulding of
a child's character. For five days a week,
and for 42 weeks in the year, a child is in
the charge of his teacher or teachers, and
the example set by those teachers has a
great impression on the child. Where
there is co-operation and understanding
between the parents and the teachers, it
is of benefit to the children.

The Minister for Education stated that
at the two teachers' training colleges there
are In the vicinity of 1.200 young men and

women who are training to become teach-
ers. I shall not go into the question of
whether two years or three years is the
requisite period necessary for a trainee to
remain at the training college; suffice it
to say that in a comparison between West-
em Australia and South Australia-and I
have made the comparison-the position
in Western Australia is at least equal to
that obtaining in the sister State.

I must relate my remarks as to the
training of teachers to the sum of money
which is necessary for this work. There
are approximately 1,200 trainee teachers at
the colleges, and it costs a considerable
sum of money-some hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds-for their allowances. The
trend, of course, is for the school popula-
tion to increase all the time; and it is
estimated that by 1963 there will be 130,400
children at the State schools. I think I
am correct in saying that at present there
are approximately 117,000.

So one can see immediately that during
the next few years there will be a pro-
gressive increase; and, naturally, the num-
ber of teachers will have to be increased
not only to cope with the increased school
population but also to make up the
wastage through marriage, sickness, retire-
ments, and other factors which cause
teachers to leave the profession. The train-
ing of all these extra teachers will cost a
considerable sum of money, but money
spent in that direction will be well spent.

I shall now make a passing reference to
kindergartens; because, although the Edu-
cation Act states that the department has
some control of kindergartens, the actual
cost of conducting the kindergartens is not
the direct responsibility of the depart-
ment. As members know, each year the
Premier's Department grants a certain
sum of money to the lKindergarten Union,
and disbursements are made through that
channel. H ut it has been suggested in
various quarters-and quite seriously, too
-that the State should take over the
financial responsibility of kindergartens.
as is done with primary, secondary, and
tertiary education.

In the first place, due to the problems
which the Government already has on its
plate as regards primary education, suc-
cessive Governments have hesitated to
accept the responsibility for kindergartens,
because at present only a limited number
of children can attend. There is a demand
on the part of many Parents for their
children to attend these institutions; but,
because of various circumstances-which I
do not Propose to deal with now-they are
unable to give their children that pre-
primary school education. But as the years
go by, more and more emphasis will be
placed on the necessity for the Govern-
ment to accept full responsibility for the
care of pre-school children.

As will be seen from the vote, there are
certain necessary increases for primary,
secondary, and other branches of the
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Education Department's activities, due in
large measure to the increased enroinments;
and it is possible that there may be fur-
ther increases in schoolteachers' salaries.
It may be of interest to note-and I think
the Minister for Education will agree with
me-that the appeal board, which is the
tribunal to which teachers can appeal
against the Minister's reclassification, has
for some years followed the award laid
down by the New South Wales body. On
account of that policy-and I am not
quarrelling with it in any way-the appeal
board in Western Australia has on occa-
sions substantially lifted the salaries of
schoolteachers.

I do not know to what extent the In-
ternational Labour Organisation Conven-
tion applies in Western Australia as re-
gards equal pay for the sexes. However,
that is a very loose term, and it should be
equal pay to the sexes for work of equal
value. I am open to correction here; but
I understand that in New South Wales
the Government has, to a large extent,
adopted the International Labour Conven-
tion proposal which I have just mentioned,
and there is a degree of equal Pay for the
sexes in the New South Wales teaching
profession.

If that proposal overflows to Western
Australia-and I have no doubt it is likely
that the appeal board will continue to fol-
low the policy that it has adopted-it will
mean further increases in the salaries of
Western Australian teachers. I should lie
to make it quite clear that I am not
quarrelling with the policy, nor with any
Increase that a teacher in this State might
obtain.

The Murray Report, which was sub-
mitted to the Commonwealth Government
some time ago, dealt with Universities;
and as a result of that comprehensive
document, the University of Western Aus-
tralia-and, indeed, other Universities--re-
ceived, and will continue to receive, sub-
stantially increased rants. After the
Commonwealth Government has con-
sidered the report of the Australian
Directors of Education, I sincerely hope
that, as a result of that report, more fav-
ourable grants will be made by the Comi-
monwealth to the States for primary,
secondary, and technical educational pur-
poses on the same basis as the grants
were increased to the universities.

If members have the opportunity at any
time, I would recommend themn to pay a
visit to some of the schools and institu-
tions which are conducted by the Depart-
ment of Education for the less fortunate
children. I have taken the opportunity
to visit some of these schools, and it was
most illuminating and edifying to see the
effort being made by the teachers to do
something worth while for those children
who are handicapped in various ways.

As one example, I would mention the
Blind School at Maylands. There are
also the school for mentally retarded
children at Gulldford; the slow learners'
school at Mimbellup; the centre for
spastics at Mt. Lawley; and the school for
the deaf at Cottesloe. The children in all
those institutions are receiving great care
and attention front the Education Depart-
ment, and the teachers are daing a very
worth-while job indeed. Their task is a
most arduous and onerous one, and I am
sure they must have a sense of dedica-
tion. It Is also heartening to see that
the department is pressing on with home
science classes, arts and crafts classes,
visual education, child guidance, and re-
search. That all costs money; but in
these days it is necessary to develop those
aspects of education in the interests of the
people of Western Australia.

I think I mentioned the matter of the
trainees at the two teacher-training col-
leges; and I am sure the Minister for
Education will agree that the time is not
far distant when it will be necessary to
establish a further college, if not further
colleges, to meet the expanding needs of
our people. I know that certain land has
been earmarked at Crawley; and it has
been urged that a teachers' training college
be established in the country. In that con-
text, I would say that Albany would be
a most favourable place for the establish-
ment of such a college.

Mr. Hall: Hear, hear! I agree.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I think Northam
would also be a good centre for the estab-
lishment of such a college. It has been
mentioned that Bunbury would be a very
delightful place in which to have a
teachers' training college; and I will re-
lieve your mind straightaway, Mr. Chair-
man, by saying that I think Bunbury does
have its advantages.

Mr. Evans: What about Kalgoorlie?
Mr. W. HEGNEY: So if I breach Stand-

ing Orders in any way perhaps you would
bear with me in the light of my previous
remarks!

Mr. Watts: Don't you think that all
things being considered, the most likely
first choice would be Kalgoorlie?

Mr. W. HEONEY:, Did I leave Kal-
goorlie out?

Mr. Watts: You certainly did.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I merely wanted to

see if members were alert; because I would
certainly include Kalgoorlie as a likely
area for the establishment of a training
college. All the areas I1 have mentioned
have their advantages, and would be ideal
for the purpose.

Mr. Watts: I think you have to place
it on the basis of the number of persons
that will offer within a reasonable radius.

2319



2320 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is so. I am
not suggesting, however, that the Govern-
ment. will be able to establish these train-
lug colleges tomorrow. They will be a
target for some time in the future.

in the light of the Education Vote of
nearly £10,000,000, it is possible that some
people will be inclined to consider the
education of natives as a small item. It
may be small by comparison, but it is
nevertheless important. I am gla to say
that much is being done in this sphere
of activity. In many of our missions the
pupils are completely native in character;
and in a number of schools along the
Great Southern and elsewhere, the num-
ber of natives attending the State and the
private schools is increasing; and, from
my inquiries, there does not appear to have
been any objection raised to them as
pupils. It is good to see that their assimii-
lation, or integration, has been quite
natural, and that the coloured children
and white children mix without any diffi-
culty at all. There is no trouble between
them.

I would now like to touch on the camp
schools conducted by the Department of
Education for the children living in the
northernmost parts of the State. For a
few years these camp schools were con-
ducted in the North-West. They were
held in such places as Port Hedland. But
in the last few years, the Department of
Education has been able to arrange for
a camp school to be conducted at Point
Peron; and children, both black and white,
from the northernmost parts of the State
-from places such as Wyndham, Hall's
Creek, Wittenoom Gorge, and Fitzroy
Crossing-are conveyed by air to this
camp school at Point Peron. As a result
of this facility, about 80 to 100 children
have enjoyed a three weeks' respite, after
which they have been taken back by plane
to their respective homes.

This is a great opportunity for the
children of the North to visit the metro-
polis. The camp schools are not con-
ducted entirely on holiday lines, because
the children are given talks and are shown
points of interest in the metropolitan area.
it is an opportunity that many of these
children will have once in their lifetime.
I would impress on members, however,
that it is a great example of what can
be done by assimilation. Those of us who
have visited these camp schools will know
that the black and white children mix
very well indeed. There is no class dis-
tinction or colour bar evident.

I am very pleased indeed to see that
the living-away-from-home allowance will
continue for children in various parts of
the State. This allowance is paid to
parents who are obliged to send their
children away from home to be educated.
In some cases it is considered that the

allowances are not sufficient. But I be-
lieve that any Government would have
regard for the needs of the people obliged
to meet these expenses; and, if it is war-
ranted, the allowance will no doubt be
increased.

Correspondence schools continue to be
conducted; and, in close collaboration
with the department, itinerant teachers are
travelling throughout the isolated parts
of the State conducting classes for the
children there. I note that the head-
quarters of these classes are now in the
East Perth school in Royal Street; and
it is pleasing to note that a number of
highly qualified teachers--who, through
some disability, are unable to teach in
the ordinary classrooms--have been chan-
nelled into the correspondence branch.
These teachers are very experienced in-
deed, and they are doing a wonderful job
in the interests of the children under-
going correspondence tuition in this State.

I now mention the aids to education,
with particular reference to bus transport.
It is interesting to note that as a result
of a policy of consolidation of schools in
various parts of the State, the numbers of
children have been considerably reduced.
A few years ago the number attending
consolidated schools ran into four figures.
While the policy of consolidation may
have a few weaknesses, I think that on the
whole it is a great innovation and has
proved to be a great help to education in
Western Australia.

We all know, of course, that to convey
children to school over long distances it
is necessary to have transport. I find
that there are approximately 570 bus
operators conveying about 18,000 or 19,000
children to the various consolidated schools
in the country. The amount set aside for
this purpose hovers in the vicinity of
£1,000,000 a year, and the tendency will
be for that amount to increase.

I would now like to touch on the ques-
tion of the cost of the school buses. The
Minister for Education referred to it when
he introduced his Estimates. The particu-
lar matter I wish to deal with is the policy
adopted regarding the engagement of
school-bus operators. Previously a system
of contract or tender was in vogue. Some
time ago, however, the W.A. Road Trans-
port Association met me when I was
Minister for Education and put up certain
proposals for increases in costs. I am
open to correction in what I say; but I
noticed from the records that a number of
those bus operators who happened to be
successful after having tendered in the
first year continued to tender year after
year. As a result, I had drawn up a very
concise statement of the cost of operating
the various vehicles.

Without going into a mass of details, I
would like to say that the officers of the
Department of Education examined the
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question of the cost of running these buses;
and it was immediately seen that a uni-
form rate could not be given to the bus
contractors, because the conditions and
circumstances varied so much In various
parts of the State. Such questions as
mileage, the number of children to be
carried, the type of bus, and so on, had to
be taken into consideration.

The Department of Education drew up
a statement of costs worked out on a per
mile basis. In this statement were in-
cluded the cost of petrol, the cost of de-
preciation, the capital cost of the bus, the
cost of running per mile; in fact, every
conceivable factor was taken into account.
The association to which I have referred
met me in this matter and showed me
comparative figures which it had drawn
up; and I would say at once that there
was very little difference between its figures
and those of the department; in the case
of a couple of items the figures prepared
by the Department of Education were
higher than those suggested by the Road
Transport Association.

Mr. Watts: That was the formula to
which I referred.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is so. As the
Minister for Education mentioned, the in-
dividual contractors now have an arrange-
ment whereby factors such as the cost of
Petrol, the cost of depreciation, and so on,
will be taken into consideration, and ad-
justments will be made at various times.
This is one of the main costs of education;
indeed, I think it is about 10 per cent.
of the vote from revenue.

With regard to the provision of build-
ings, I think it will be agreed that for some
Years to come the Government of the day
will find it difficult to keep pace with the
growing demand. As I mentioned pre-
viously, the net increase in the school
population, say, next year, will be approxi-
mately 4,500 to 5,000, and it will be neces-
sary to provide additional accommodation
for these children. That will be seen on
reference to the reports.

There is still quite a deal of what one
would call emergency or substandard ac-
commodation, such as hatrooms, halls, and
so forth, which are being used by the Edu-
cation Department. To catch up with the
lag and provide for the additional number
of schoolchildren will mean the construc-
tion of a large number of classrooms. I
do not want to make comparisons; but I
know this: The Government of which I
was Minister for Education had a very
distinct and heavy problem to provide
classrooms for all of the children. As a
matter of fact, at one stage a number of
schools were built on the deferred payment
system, as it was the only way the Govern-
ment could provide the accommodation.

Since 1953-I am not making an odious
comparison; I know the problems that
operated during the post-war years in re-
gard to the shortage of materials and so

forth-and up to February or March this
year, 1,156 classrooms were built. Prior to
1953, and over a like period, not half that
number were built. The Minister for Edu-
cation has envisaged that 250 classrooms
will be built, I think, this financial year.

Mr. Watts: During the current one.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is fine, and I
hope the target will be reached.

Mr. Watts: The Principal Architect said
today that the figure will be exceeded.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am pleased to hear
that. If 250 classrooms are built, I think
that will constitute a record. In 1957-58,
I think 235 classrooms were built, and that
was a record to that date. If 250 more
classrooms are built, I think everybody will
be very pleased.

Mr. Watts: I think I can agree with
you on that.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I know that pressure
is brought to bear on both the Minister
and the Director of Education by the Par-
ents and Citizens' Association, members of
Parliament, and interested parties; and it
is a good thing to have classrooms built
here and there and to have high schools
built. However, the department can build
classrooms only to the limit of its financial
resources. Extra classrooms to meet an
increasing school population will be very
desirable.

It has been pleasing to note that addit-
ional high schools will be built in Melville
-the electorate of the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition-and at South Bentley. I
would like to have seen one built at Emble-
ton or North Bayswater. I think it was on
the cards some time ago, but that may be
left for a later date. The high schools
throughout the metropolitan area and
country districts are very fine structures.
The accommodation is commodious and
the appurtenances are all that could be
desired, except-as mentioned by the Min-
ister for Education-the provision of gym-
nasia-I think that is the word. These
facilities will not be provided in a number
of schools for the time being.

I know the Parents and Citizens' Associ-
ation at Tuart Hill is anxious about the
provision of a gymnasium at that school.
I have asked the Minister for Education
questions in this regard and have elicited
the answer which he was good enough to
supply, that it is hoped that these facili-
ties will be provided as soon as possible in
all of the high schools. One of the main
points is this: Hygiene is taught to the
children; but in warm weather boys of 13,
14, or 15 years of age indulge in strenuous
exercises; and when 40 or 50 of these boys
come into a room without having had a
shower, it is not conducive to good hygiene.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is where the Health
Department comes in.
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Mr. W. HEGNEY: I know that the
Health Department will co-operate with
the Education Department to the fullest
'Possible extent. When discussing the Esti-
mates I never like to be parochial.

Mr. Mann: Be broadminded!
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I know the member

for Avon Valley is broadminded except on
odd occasions. Education is a matter on
which there must be wide vision. At the
same time, I think one can be excused for
mentioning a few items in connection with
one's own electorate.

Mr. Mann: You are quite justified in
doing it.

Mr, W. HEGNEY: I called at a little
school at West Dale in the electorate of
the member for Dale-

Mr. J, Hegney: The electorate is not
Dale; it is Avon Valley.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Dale River forms
one of the most important parts of that
electorate, and the school is at West Dale.
I called at that school one day, and I think
nine children were in attendance. That
school is in a very important part of the
member for Avon Valley's constituency.

I am not sure whether the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition asked a question
about this matter; but to give an example,
the Tuart Hill Primary School and Infant
School Parents and Citizens' Association
has done much in the development of
gardens and the extension of lawns for
the children. At one time these grounds
were just a sandpatch. However, the
department extended the piping to a cer-
tain degree, and members of the parents
and citizens' association were able to keep
the lawns green.

Owing to the water restrictions-which
are, unfortunately, likely to continue-the
association will not be able to save these
lawns. But there is a well at the Tuart
Hill Primary School and the parents and
citizens intend to go on with the work of
Providing reticulation from that well
whether the department assists or not, be-
cause the lawns, trees, and shrubs which
they have established have cost quite an
amount of money. A request has been
made to the Government that it subsidise
the parents and citizens' association with
regard to the cost of bringing the water
to the surface, providing a pump, and so
forth, so that it will be Possible to carry
out a reticulation scheme.

The gardener at this school does not keep
to a 40-hour week; he goes down to the
school in the early morning or early even-
ing during the summer. Gardening is his
hobby, quite apart from his job, and the
grounds of the school bear witness to this
fact. If the Minister makes a check, he
will find that this is so. I have been re-
quested to Put that request before the
department and the Minister to see
whether something can be done.

Due to increases in the Population, I am
Pleased that extensionsr-I think for the
fourth time-have been made to the Nolla-
Mara School; two classrooms having been
constructed. The Position is the same at
North Nollamara where, a little time ago,
the site was virgin bush.

The only other point I would like to men-
tion-I am not blaming the Minister for
Education, and I am not saying this in
any squealing manner as I am sorry it has
happened-is in connection with the status
of high schools. There is a high school at
Scarborough which consisted of 11 rooms,
but I think that some time ago additions
were effected. There is a lovely high school
at Mt. Lawley, and another at Tuart Hill;
and the latter will be opened by the Min-
ister for Town Planning on behalf of the
Minister for Education on Saturday.

Mr. Watts: I, unfortunately, have to be
away.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister cannot
be everywhere. Although we would like to
have had him there, Mr. Logan will be very
welcome. Some time ago the question of
raising a high school north of the river to
a five-year status was considered by the
department. I did not influence the
department in any way; but I received cor-
respondence and pressure from people con-
nected with the Mt. Lawley High School
who wanted that school to be a five-year
high school. The files at the department
will show it was intended that the Tuart
Hill School would be the next to be
raised, because it was midway between
Scarborough and Mt. Lawley. Since this
Government took office-I am not blaming
the Minister for Education-it has been
indicated that the Mt. Lawley High School
will be raised to a five-year status.

I am given to understand that this is
due to a promise made by some responsible
person in the Liberal Party to the Liberal
candidate (Mr. Barrass) at the last elec-
tion if he won the seat or the Liberals
were returned. Mr. Barrass did not win
the seat, but the Liberal Party was re-
turned. The people at Tuart Hill have a
right to protest and to feel aggrieved at
the position. Education is one of the last
things into which politics should enter. I
would like members of the Government to
know that Thart Hill was recommended
by the Director of Education; and yet, on
account of the circumstances I mentioned,
Mt. ILawley was raised to a five-year high
school.

It Is pleasing to know that the Educa-
tion Vote Is substantial. I feel that the
Government will be sympathetic to the
Minister for Education In his deliberations
in Cabinet if more funds are necessary.
Some people say that money spent on
Pdiic-atlon does not show a return;, but I
siirest that in the long run It Is the best
invPstnient in which any Government
could Indulge. As the years go by, em-
phasis must be placed on the need for
technical education, as well as the aspects
I have mentioned.
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Mr. Mann: You are right there.
Mr. W. HEONEY: Further money will

be required for the expansion of techni-
cal education in all its phases; and addi-
tional money will be required to build
technical schools north of the railway line.

Mr. Mann: And rural areas, tool
Mr. W. HEGNEY: There are technical

facilities in such places as Bunbury,
Geraldton. Albany Northam, and Kal-
goorlie; and as time goes on, I have no
doubt they will be extended.

Mr. J. Hegney: What about Midland
Junction?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is in operation.
,Mr. J. Hegney: What about the change

of name?
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am not going into

that aspect.

Sitting suspended from O.1 to 7.30 pi.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Before tea, I was
indicating how essential It is that every
possible step be taken to expand the
facilities for technical education in this
State. The parents and citizens' associa-
tions, which are doing such a fine job
generally in the interests of education,
will, I am sure, do all they can to en-
courage boys and girls, on leaving school.
to take up courses in the technical educa-
tion division of the department. In this
field, even more than in the spheres of
primary and secondary education, an un-
answerable case can be put up to the
Commonwealth Government for an in-
crease in the grant, to ensure that noth-
ing is wanting in the facilities for techni-
cal education in this State.

The Commonwealth, of course-through
the Army, Navy, and Air Force-draws
much of its trained personnel from the
field of technical education students.
With those remarks, I support this vote.

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [7.31]: 1 was
interested to note that the estimate for
the important portfolio of Education, for
the year 1959-60, is £8,408,600, an in-
crease of £604,958 over the previous year's
allocation for this work. I contend that
when Parliament is called upon to pass
the Estimates, we should be vigilant and
make sure that the people of Western
Australia, whose money it is which con-
stitutes the State's finance, receive the best
possible value for their money, through
its being spent to the best advantage.

It is with that thought in mind that I
wish to draw attention to some aspects of
education; and I will endeavour to throw
some light on them in the hope that a
solution may be found to the problems
which exist. The number of Leaving and
Junior examination candidates in 1958
was an all-time record; and a question
arising from that is: What Is to become of

the children who leave school, having
acquired this higher standard of educa-
tion-namely, the Junior or Leaving certi-
ficate?

I was interested to hear the reply given
yesterday to a question asked by the mem-
ber for Collie-who is most concerned, as
I am sure we all are, over the existing
Position-as to what chance these young
people, on leaving school, are going to have
of finding jobs. Where is the solution to
be found? Have we not now a grand op-
portunity to build up the teaching strength
in this State? Unfortunately, during the
depression from 1929 onwards, .the

teachers' college in this State bad to be
closed down for a few years; and educa-
tion in Western Australia is still experienc-
ing the result of that disastrous happen-
ing. Many teachers today are still feeling
the burden placed upon them, particularly
as regards competition for promotion. I
would not like to see the time come again
when our teaching strength would be so
seriously weakened.

As a matter of comparison. I will refer
to the number of Leaving certificate
students who have presented themselves
for examination since 1954. In that year
there were 1,021 candidates; in 1955, there
were 1,100: in 1956, there were 1,280; in
1957, there were 1,452; and in 1958, 1,772.
Those figures are interesting; but what is
alarming is the failure rate among the
students presenting themselves for the
Leaving certificate examination.

In 1954, 1,021 candidates sat for that
examination, and only 72 per cent. of them
Passed; so there was certainly shown in
those figures a serious leakage of the poten-
tial future leaders of the community. in
1955 the pass rate dropped to 66.6 per
cent; in 1956, it was 68 per cent; in 1951,
it was 69 per cent.; and 69 per cent. also
in 1958. The 1959 figures, of course, are
not yet available; but the number of stu-
d1ents presenting themselves for the Leav-
ing Certificate examination this year is
2,784, as compared with 1,772 last year.

Assuming that a pass rate of approxi-
mately 69 per cent, applies this year, out
of the 2,784 students who are to sit for
the examination, only 1,921 will pass; and
that discloses a very serious state of affairs.
Of course, many of those who fail will pre-
sent themselves again for examination; but
a considerable number will not. In view
of what is disclosed by those figures, I
am wondering whether the secondary edu-
cation that is being provided in our high
schools of all categories today is such as
to equip these young people for the type
of work that they are to undertake later
in life.

I think the high failure rate should be
investigated by the department, and a
thorough investigation carried out to see
why the rate is so high. We simply cannot
afford to have such a large number of stu-
dents continuing to fail at the Leaving

2323



'2324 (ASSEMBLY.]

,examination. Where does the blame lie?
Does the trouble emanate from the teach-
ing in primary schools, the methods used
In our secondary schools, or the methods
adopted by the students themselves in
studying? What is responsible for all these
failures? These are questions which must
be answered.

Another alarming factor is the high
failure rate obtaining at our University,
among students who have already matri-
culated and have attended the University
with some definite goal to achieve. Has
any investigation been made in an effort
to ascertain what is the trouble in regard
to our tertiary education? Is it the methods
used by the lecturers, or the methods of
private study adopted by University stu-
dents? It must be remembered that those
young people who have obtained the Leav-
ing certificate and have then attended the
University are the potential leaders in all
walks of life in the community of to-
morrow.

I will deal now with the sphere of
primary education, in which I have had a
little experience, and in which I still take
a great interest. Although the Minister is
absent at the moment, I trust he will read,
in Mansard, what has been said. I appeal
to himn-I think I am speaking, if not for
an overwhelming majority of our teachers,
at least for a great number of them-to
look into the method of examining teach-
ers, which is in force. At the present time
the examination is carried out by district
superintendents, and that system has be-
come out of date and is out of line with
modern thought and aims of education.

At the present day the primary school-
teacher is assessed by the superintendent
after examining his classroom and observ-
Ing him teach a class, and possibly ques-
tioning the class. The assessment is car-
ried out under four headings: firstly,
teaching skill; secondly, discipline: thirdly,
organisation of class; and, fourthly, zeal
and interest.

The maximum number of marks granted
under each of these headings ranges from
25 to 30, and the teacher is assessed ac-
cordingly. When I first started as a
teacher it was the practice in the Educa-
tion Department that a teacher fresh from
college should be given a mark round about
75. It was rare that a teacher could obtain
a mark higher than that. One of my col-
leagues-I will not mention his name or
the district in which he was teaching-
had a superintendent walk into his room
one day who observed the charts that were
on display on the walls and noted the
happy atmosphere that prevailed, the good
work done by the pupils, and the discipline
that was evident in the room.

Before
ties and
tendent
apparent
teacher.

assessing the teacher's eapabili-
writing his report, the superin-
complimented him upon his
success in his first year as a
He then took out his book and

pencil and gave consideration, firstly, to
teaching skill. Apparently he thought that
this teacher was extremely proficient, and
decided to give him the maximum marks
under that heading. He then came to dis-
cipline, and he recalled how the children
responded to the teacher's coaching and
the excellent attitude they displayed to-
wards their work. So he awarded a high
mark for discipline.

Next came organisation of class; and as
he had already complimented the teacher
on that, he was compelled to give a good
mark under that heading. He finally came
to "zeal and industry", and he considered
that that was pretty good. But when he
added up the marks under each heading,
he found that he was exceeding the maxi-
mum of '75: and he said to the teacher, "I
am sorry old man; I will have to juggle
these figures a little to bring them down to
the '75 mark."

In my opinion, it is the system that is
at fault. There should be a more com-
petent method by which the teacher could
have his capabilities assessed. A few years
ago the department put forward a scheme
to improve the situation: but the Teachers'
Union was diffident about it, and the
matter was dropped. Apparently the
Teachers' Union considered that the devil
it knew was far better than the devil it
would have to learn to know.

Whilst on this subject. I would also like
to refer to something I have raised before,
because I consider it is a question that
cannot be mentioned too often. I refer to
the promotion of teachers, which I dealt
with during the debate on the Supply Bill
early this year. This matter is closely
linked with the mark awarded to teachers
by district superintendents. For too long
In the department there has been a ten-
dency for distinction to arise between a
teacher who possesses a University degree
and the one who does not. My opinion
is shared by many teachers; and I consider
that the criterion of a good teacher should
not necessarily be based on whether he
holds a University degree, but on his
ability to teach. That ability should be
assessed on a method that I have already
advocated prior to making these remarks.

If the acquisition of a University degree
assists a teacher to impart knowledge to
his students more proficiently and with
greater facility, that is to be applauded.
Teachers should be encouraged to acquire
University degrees if their acquisition will
assist them in becoming better teachers.
The department should give serious con-
sideration to the assessment of the ability
of a teacher according to his own qualifi-
cations.

The time is fast arriving when there
should be only one teacher's certificate.
Not so very long ago there were three
teachers' certificates, but the department
apparently saw some light and abolished
the "C" certificate. The two certificates
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now in existence are called the teacher's
certificate, which suggests that a person
holding it is capable of teaching: and the
higher teacher's certificate. The time has
arrived when the department should set
a new standard and make provision for
only one teacher's certificate. The teacher
who gains that certificate should be re-
garded as qualified to teach; but if he
desires to acquire a University degree, and
the holding of that degree contributes to
his teaching ability, he should be rewarded
accordingly.

However, if the acquisition of the Uni-
versity degree does not assist a person to
become a better teacher, the person hold-
ing it should not be given an advantage
over another who has the ability to teach.

A matter which I think will invite the
serious consideration of the Education
Department in the near future is tele-
vision. Many members took the oppor-
tunity during the tea suspension this
evening to witness the early programmes
that were being screened on the television
set In the library. I was among them.
Whilst there I gave some thought to the
presentation of the programme. In front
of me I have a clipping from this even-
ing's copy of the Daily News, which sets
out the television programme for this
evening. Some of the items are as fol-
lows:-

5.30 CARTOON CAPERS (15 main.)
Cartoon parade.

SAS NODDY (15 main.)
Enld Ulyton's happy cartoon character.
Tonight: Mare Invisible Paint.

GAO0 MCKEY MOUSE CLUB (45 Min.)
Mickey Mouse Newsreel; The Mouse-
keteere present Anything Can Happen
Day: What I Want To Be (episode 3);
Cartoon: Mickey's Service station.

6.45 NEWS, WEATHER (20 min.)

2.05 CIRCUS BOY (2S main.)
Behind-the-scene, action at the circus.
Star of the series Is Corky (Mickey
Braddock). His friend Joey the clown
is played by Noah Beery. Tonight:
M ee t Circus Boy-the series is
launched as a new circus owner de-
cides to send Corky to an orphanage.

7.30 RED SKELTON SHOW (30 main.)
Longtime Comic Red Skelton fin hia
own zany settings. Each week fea-
tures a "fsit guy" for Skelton's gags.
Tonight: The Hollywood Plumber..
with musical direction by maestro
David Rose.

I know how many kids like the "Red
Skelton" show. I was one of those who
laughed at that show when I was a child.
Following that Programme there are listed
four other items with the session conclud-
ing with an epilogue at 11 p.m.

Whilst we were viewing those pro-
grammes earlier this evening I wondered
how many children in the metropolitan
area end in other parts of the State where

reception is possible, were watching tele-
vision instead of completing the chores
that were set for them by their parents,
such as washing up, doing the homework
set by their teachers, or other set studies.

I do not like to cast any reflection on
television, because it is an innovation
in this State and it is something I hope
will become a permanent feature and will
contribute to the welfare of the community
at large. However, in time to come a
problem could develop in regard to children
watching television instead of devoting
their time to other more profitable in-
terests.

Mr, W. Hegney: That is the parents'
responsibility,

Mr. EVANS: Yes; but lack of parental
control may be reflected in the child's
attitude to his school work on the follow-
ing day,

I come now to another matter that
affects my own electorate: and I will try
to be as brief as possible, because educa-
tion is a subject that knows no bounds. I
was present at the opening of the exten-
sions to the Eastern Ooldlfields High
School, and I was pleased to see the Min-
ister for Education address a very receptive.
crowd of parents and citizens who had
attended to hear particulars of the merging-
of the Boulder and Kalgoorlie High Schools.

At this stage I would like to pose two
or three questions to the Minister. I1 be-
lieve that for the first two years, at least,
It will be necessary for the Boulder High
School to be used. I could be wrong; but
I understand that next year, when the
merger is put into operation, first-year
students from Kalgoorlie and Boulder will
be required to attend the Boulder High
School.

I believe this problem first came under
the attention of the department when it
began to introduce the zoning system to
the Goldfields, and parents of children
attending certain schools objected because
the children would be required, in some
cases, to by-pass one school to attend
another further distant which required
them either to cycle or to catch a bus.
The main objection was that these children
lived very close to the school which they
had to by-pass

Perhaps this problem, in the first two
years, will prove to be one of serious con-
cern again when the department realises
that the children attending the North
Kalgoorlie School Will be required to catch
a bus or cycle past the present Eastern
Goldfields High School to attend the
Boulder High School. Nevertheless, I be-
lieve the merger is a sound move, and I
hope the teething Problems will soon be
resolved.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn spoke
tonight of the need for the department
to give serious consideration to the estab-
lishment of a teachers' college in some,
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rural district. I am sure it was an over-
sight on is part when he neglected to
mention Kalgoorlie for consideration; and
at this stage 11 will hasten to assure hini
and you, too, Mr. Chairman, of the won-
derful scope that exists in the Kalgoorie
district for the establishment of a rural
teachers' college.

When the next teachers' college is com-
pleted at Crawley, in order to implement
the decision of the department, there will
be three such colleges in the State and
they will be able to cater for the training
of teachers for many years to come.
Nevertheless, I feel sure the department is
keeping a close watch on the position and
examining its various aspects; so once
again I take the opportunity to explain
why I think Kalgoorlie is an ideal centre
for the establishment of a rural teachers'
college when that time arrives.

As I mentioned in 1958, by way of a
question to the then Minister for Educa-
tion, Kalgoorlie and Boulder enjoy a popu-
lation of 23,000 people. There are very
few other areas in the State outside the
metropolitan area that can offer such a
density of population. I know that when
.I was attending the Claremont Teachers'
College the trainees were told to get out
and mix with people. I consider that a
population of 23,000 people would give
teacher trainees an ideal opportunity to
do just that. Kalgoorlie boasts an
Olympic swimming pool which offers a
great advantage in the field of teacher
training by permitting teachers to acquire
their life-saving certificates and to fol-
low their own recreational pursuits.
There are many civic interests in the Kal-
goorlie district, with which teachers are
encouraged to be associated-such as the
Historical Society, the Tree Society, the
Good Neighbour Council, the Silver Chain
Nursing Service, and others. A population
as condensed as that in Kalgoorlie would
offer opportunities for many community
enterprises.

Quite a number of schools are found in
the condensed area, occupied by the town-
ships of Kalgoorlie and Boulder. They
comprise the North Kalgoorie School, a
Class 1 school; the Kalgoorlie Central
School, also a Class 1 school: the South
Kalgoorlie School, a smaller Class 1 type;
the East Kalgoorlie School; the Boulder
Central School; the South Boulder School:
two infant schools--the Boulder Infant
and the Kalgoorlie Infant Schools: and a
typical rural school. Rural training be-
comes very important in the life of a
teacher. The last-mentioned school Is
situated in Lakewood.

We have private schools also. When I
was training as a teacher in the Claremont
Teachers' College I was encouraged to ob-
serve life in private schools. There are
two convents in Kalgoorlie and one in
Boulder. There is also a Christian Broth-
ers' College: and there are two schools in
Coolgardie, 25 miles distant; and another
small rural school at Broad Arrow.

We also have the School of Mines, which
is capable of offering opportunities for
students to undertake University studies.
In some subjects that school is quite com-
Petent to give the students University
training, and such training is recognised
by the University.

In time to come, Esperance and the
hinterland will become more densely popu-
lated. In speaking to this matter I raise
the question as to whether this area can
offer to the existing teachers' colleges suffi-
cient material for teachers' training. I am
led to believe, from discussions with one of
the senior executive officers in the Educa-
tion Department, that in the past Kal-
goorlie offered more teacher training
material than any other district in the
State. I conclude my remarks on the sub-
ject of education by appealing to the Min-
ister to keep Kalgoorlie in mind when this
question is being examined and a decision
is contemplated, although I am aware that
will not happen in the immediate future.

I now pass on to another department
which is administered by the Minister for
Education; that is, the Electoral Depart-
ment. I ask the Minister to give particu-
lar attention to the provisions which en-
able absentee voters to cast a vote at the
State elections.

In the Commonwealth field, the electoral
office supplies a form which shows the
name of every candidate for a particular
electorate, and also the Party designation
of each. These forms are distributed to
the polling booths. That Is done for the
convenience of absentee voters. An elec-
tor may have been absent from his elec-
torate for a few months, and is not aware
of the Party designation of a candidate
who nominated at the last moment. The
names appearing on the ballot paper do
not indicate the Party designation of the
candidates.

In the State elections, the Party desig-
nation of a candidate is not shown. If a
procedure similar to the Commonwealth
Procedure were adopted for State elections,
not only the absentee voters but also the
presiding officers would be assisted. I
have helped in State elections; and I have
known of an absentee voter coming in and
saying, "I left the electorate two months
ago. I do not know which is the Liberal
Party and which Is the Labor Party candi-
date." The presiding officer may not know
either; but if the form which I have re-
ferred to were available, that elector could
be given the information. I support the
Passage of the Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: Members should call
the Chairman's attention when they wish
to speak.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [8.51: 1
want to refer to the matter of secondary
education in the North-West. my elec-
torate, which Is devoid of secondary edu-
cation, is in a very bad way from the point
of view of the State, and of the parents
with children of secondary school age.
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Taking distances and isolation into con-
sideration, the electors in my district have
a lot to be thankful for in respect of
primary education facilities. On the
secondary education side we feel that we
have been very much neglected. I am
aware of the difficulties, associated with
centres like the North-West, of establish-
ing high schools and maintaining the
teachers. I am also aware that it is neces-
sary, when establishing a high school in
the North-West, to provide boarding facili-
ties in the form of a hostel. It will be
seen that the expenses of establishing a
high school are very great.

I am mindful of the fact that in the
past much investigation has been made
into this matter, and that it has been
proved that the establishment of second-
ary education facilities in the North-West
is uneconomical. Realising all those points,
I hope the Minister will look into this
matter again with a view to establishing
one central high school in the North-
West, to serve at least the needs of my
electorate. There are forms of high
schools already provided in the Gascoyne
area and in the Kimberleys.

Some -steps could be taken to establish
a high school at Port Hedland, with board-
ing arrangements, to serve Onslow, Roe-
bourne, Wittenoom Gorge, Marble Bar,
Nullagine, and the surrounding stations
and mines. It is surprising how many
people with young families have settled
In those districts. They seem to be per-
fectly happy to take their chances in
those localities. Better housing and trans-
port facilities are now provided, as com-
pared with what Previously obtained.
There is a reasonable air service. The
people are prepared to put up with the
isolation and the climate.

However, when their children finish their
primary education, they are faced with
the problem of sending them to Perth for
their secondary education. When children
are boarded in Perth, the cost is between
£300 and £500 a year, and the parents
lose them. An arrangement was intro-
duced by the previous Government under
which the children are paid the fare to
return home once a year from Perth. The
parents lose the company of the children,
except for one short period each Year,
unless they are prepared to pay the fares
to and from Perth during all school vaca-
tions.

In other cases the parents leave the area
and settle In Perth. In that event those
people are lost to the North-West. Further-
more, even if the children are boarded in
Perth, when they complete their secondary
education they no longer become interested
In returning to the North-West. So once
again we lose a North-West-born citizen
to the big city.

This is a real problem to the North-
West. It is not one which we can brush
aside lightly. We cannot put it aside merely

because of the economic f actor. From
the Commonwealth point of view this prob-
lern has an important bearing. The North-
West cannot be populated permanently
unless facilities are provided to enable
the people to live a normal life and their
children to be educated.

I make an appeal to the Minister for
Education to reconsider this matter. I
realise that many reports have been made;
and all the propositions put forward were
rejected because they were uneconomical.
If the Minister were to look at this prob-
lem, not from the economic point of view,
but from the point of view of the develop-
ment of the North-West, he might be pre-
pared to spend more money on education
in relation to the population there, by
establishing at Port Hedland a high
school with boarding facilities. Parents
would not lose their children after they
reached 13 years of age. I have children
of that age approximately. Earlier in
their lives they were placed in similar
circumstances, but neither my wife nor I
was happy.

In the North-West we also experience
difficulties in obtaining the services of
technicians, such as electricians. In Perth
there is no such problem. The road boards
and mining organisations in the North-
West experience difficulty, and technicians
of every description are not readily avail-
able. From time to time a technician is
prepared to settle in the North-West; but
when he looks at the position from the
educational point of view, he may be dis-
couraged. If he has young children, he
may be quite happy, because there are
the State schools and primary schools.
There are no complaints about primary
educational facilities. But if that techni-
clan has children of secondary school age,
very likely he will forget about the whole
venture. I do not blame him for that.

This is more than a question of pounds,
shillings, and pence. It is one which we
will have to solve sooner or later either
from the State or from the Commonwealt4
point of view. I do not know how we can
convince the Commonwealth Government
to think along our lines of thought-that
it is essential to pour money into the North-
West, particularly in respect of education,
so as to encourage the people already there
to remain.

Families are changing from month to
month as children arrive at the age where
they have to attend a secondary school.
It is hard enough to get people to ven-
ture into these areas to try to make a
success of it. I know that many people
say it was much worse 50 or 60 years ago.
I could not care less What it was like 50
or 60 years ago, except to sympathise with
those people who had to put up with the
conditions then. However, if we are going
to maintain the population we have there,
we must ensure that there is sufficient
housing, education, and other amenities.
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I realise that I must keep to education,
because that is the subject under discus-
sion, and it is a very important matter.
It must be maintained to ensure that the
people remain there.

I would once again ask the Minister to
study this question. I do not know
whether we could get a special grant, or
what can be done: but I can assure the
Minister that if we do not want to go
backwards in that area we must have
secondary education facilities available
within a reasonable distance-within a
distance to enable the kiddies to get home
once a fortnight or once every three weeks,
or to enable the parents to visit the school
to see their children.

As it is at the moment, some of them are
1,000 miles away from their parents and
can go home only once in every 12 months
unless, of course, there is sufficient money
available in the family to bring them home
at the end of each term. I sincerely hope
that the Minister, in his spare moments-
if the Minister has any spare moments-
will study the problem of education In the
North-West.

MdR. BRADY (Ouildford - Midland)
T8.17l: I am not going to speak at length
-on this matter; because if I did so the
'Minister for Education would consider me
very selfish, in view of the fact that he
has been in my district today to open a
technical school and will probably be there
next week to open a high school. How-
ever, I do feel that the people in the
primary and secondary schools would be
disappointed if I did not mention that
they are running into a bit of trouble with
-lassrooms and playing rounds. I have
-.already written to the Minister in regard
to the latter subject, and hope that in due
kcourse that problem will be dealt with.

I understand from the Minister for Works
that a new schoolroom is to be built at
Eden Hill, and another one at the Midland
Junction Inf ants School. Of course, I am
grateful for these improvements; but
there are three or four other schools re-
quiring attention, I had in mind par-
ticularly the Bellevue School which, for
some years now, has been using its hat-
room for one of its classrooms. Also r
want to say that I do hope that the
Minister for Education will try to do
something with the Commonwealth auth-
orities in an endeavour to obtain more for
the National Fitness Council of Western
Australia; because, for the past five years.
the amount allotted to It has remained
practically the same; namely, about £5,750.

Everyone knows that the value of money
bas depreciated; and it seems rather
ironical that, although the Commonwealth
had £71,000,000 to spare from its defence
vote, it has made niggardly grants to the
"National Fitness Council. The council is
doing a particularly good job, and I would
like to see that authority encouraged in
its work. I amn mindful that in my own

electorate there must be 5,000 or 6,000
Youths who are growing up, and I would
like a full-time youth organiser in the
area. At the moment we have a part-
tine youth organiser who Is doing a mag-
nificent job amongst the various church
organisations and other Youth bodies, but
a full-time organiser is essential.

I believe that the Commonwealth Gov-
errnent should be assisting in this
matter; because, whilst it is spending hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds on universi-
ties throughout the Commonwealth, I be-
lieve it could well afford to spend money
to assist youth. Therefore, anything that
the Minister can do in this matter would
be greatly appreciated.

As I mentioned earlier, the Minister for
Education was today in Midland Junction
opening the technical school. The classes
in recent years have not grown very much,
only four subjects being taught-namely,
engineering, carpentry and joinery, dress-
making and millinery, and commercial
subjects. However, I visualise that within
the next four or five years there will be
a very big demand for at least halt a dozen
kinds of other classes to be run there.

I know that one of my own sons was
driving from York to the Perth Technical
College for a whole year in order to take
a business management course. That will
give an indication of how young people to-
day are trying to improve their education.
Just as he was coming down with another
chap, I believe other young People are
travelling long distances;, and I maintain
that classes should be held at technical
schools as close to the homes of these
youngsters as is possible. Therefore, I do
hope that when the time comes for im-
provements to be made to the number of
classes and the type of education to be
established, the Minister will be symnpa-
thetic.

Another matter I want to mention is one
which I touched upon last night when the
Minister was introducing the new Hire
Purchase Bill. I intervened at one stage
to say that I thought the Minister for
Education had a. job to do in regard to
having the young people taught all about
hire purchase. I believe that the time is
not due, but overdue, when someone in
the Education Department should try to
teach the children-particularly those in
the leaving classes-the full import of
what hire purchase means in this State
and throughout the Commonwealth today.

I understand that over £350,000,000 is
tied up in hire purchase in Australia to-
day. I also understand that very high
rates of interest are being paid by people
who are buying essential commodities for
their homes. I do not think that young
people, and particularly young married
couples, will realise what this means to
them and particularly to their future hap-
piness. if they are not apprised early in
life of the effect this hire purchase can
have on them.
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It may be hard to believe, but I have
had men in full-time work come to my
home to tell me that they are running into
financial difficulties because their wives or
other members of their families have
entered into hire-purchase commitments
which they cannot afford. That is bow
serious the situation is. They were not
young people who came to me, either, but
elderly folk who should have more sense.

I recollect that on one occasion a man
came to me to see whether I could do
anything about getting himn a house be-
cause he could not afford a deposit on one
as he was paying out under a hire-purchase
scheme for half a dozen commodities for
the family. It is for this reason that I
believe the Education Department should
consider the problem of imparting to the
schoolchildren-particularly those ink the
later classes--knowledge of the problems
which could face them if they continue to
buy things under hire purchase.

Earlier, the member for Kalgoorlie men-
tioned the subject of television, and he
told us the programme for this evening.
There was practically an hour given to
children's serials and cartoons, etc. I be-
lieve that TV is going to play a very
important part in the education of our
citizens: and, starting with the young
children, it might be advisable if the Edu-
cation Department took an early hand in
the matter and tried to get its school-
teachers to take an interest in the TV
programmes to see that the right types are
screened for young people. There is no
doubt that television will be of very great
interest to young people; and for that
reason we have to try to ensure that the
right type of programme is shown so that
no damage will be done to our future
citizens.

I am very pleased to see that Rolf
Harris, who started his career as a school-
teacher, has been engaged by one of the
stations in Western Australia. No doubt
he will carry a great responsibility in re-
gard to the children: but as all those run-
ning these shows will not have that same
sense of responsibility, I hope that the
Education Department will try to use its
weight with the television companies in
Western Australia to ensure that the fight
programmes are made available for the
young people.

In my electorate, I try to give the youth
as much encouragement as I can. I am
encouraging them to join various sporting
bodies; but I am surprised to learn of the
great expense that is involved in following
tennis, cricket, football, cycling, and bas-
ketball. The equipment that is required.
apart from uniforms, etc., is very expen-
sive, and I hope that the Minister will use
his powers by making representations to
the Commonwealth Government to try to
obtain sales tax exemptions on some of
these requirements.

I feel that the best way to obviate child
delinquency is to interest the youth of this
State in some sporting activities; but if
the young people have to pay high sales
tax on their equipment, they will be dis-
cou raged from joining these organisations.

I desire to pay tribute to the parents and
citizens' and parents and friends' organ-
isations which are working in my elector-
ate for the various schools. They are
doing a wonderful job. It is nothing
unusual to hear of something like £:500 or
£8600 being raised for various schools; but,
here again, they are being discouraged by
Government departments.

For example, I recently wrote to the
Minister for Works to ascertain whether
water could be made available to the
Middle Swan School for the improvement
of its playing fields, into which the parents
and citizens' association had put a lot of
voluntary work and a lot of money. Un-
fortunately, I was told by the department
that the school was not likely to receive
the water this year or in the near future.
I hope that, if water cannot be made avail-
able from the normal water supply, the
Education Department will encourage
these people by contributing to the estab-
lishment of bores.

Not only do the people in Middle Swan
need water to improve their playing fields,
but people in other parts of my electorate
desire water for the same reason. There-
fore, I hope that the Minister will ensure
that these associations are not discouraged
by being told that they cannot obtain
water from the department.

The only other matter on which I wish
to comment is that I notice that the assis-
tance to private schools is the only item
in which it is expected there will be a
decrease in payments this year. The
actual expenditure last year was £2,937;
and this year it is expected to be £2,500.

I do not know what that money is paid
for; but I feel that the private schools, no
matter of what denomination, should be
encouraged in the work they are doing
They are relieving the State of the pay-
mnent of hundreds of thousands of pounds
in regard to buildings and teachers. The
department might give some encourage-
ment to these schools by stepping up the
payments that are made. After all, the
payments made last year amounted to only
a meagre proportion of the total Education
Vote. In view of the great job the private
schools are doing in the metropolitan area,
and throughout the State generally, they
should be encouraged in their work. I
hope that in the next 12 months, and in
the ensuing years, the Minister for Educa-
tion will encourage them by making sub-
stantial assistance available where it is re-
quired. I support the vote.
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MR. BURT (Murchison) [8.311: 1 was
interested to hear the Minister introduce
these Estimates; and to bear the subse-
quent speakers. The educational problem
in my district is similar to that in the
district represented by the member for
Pilbara; although there is a difference,
because we have not had the tremendous
build-up that has, in recent months, been
given to the North-West; neither have we,
on the Murchison, the large population of
the South-West and Central Districts. I
feel that education is, apart from the pro-
vision of good roads, the most important
factor for the retention of families in this
huge area.

I realise that it is quite impossible to
provide the Murchison with high schools,
owing to the smallness of the towns; and
I feel that the only way by which educa-
tional facilities can be improved is by some
provision being made to help families to
educate their children beyond the grade
that is available in the towns in which
they live, by assisting the parents to send
their children to centres which provide
high school facilities. In my district, the
two towns would, of course, be Geraldton
and Kalgoorlie.

Earlier this session I directed questions
to the Minister for Education concerning
the amount of boarding and supervision
allowances paid to parents on behalf of
their children who attend a school away
from home. I will read this paper, which
sets out the system for this supervision
allowance-

To every child, whose home is so
situated that he is unable to attend a
school of the requisite class without
being obliged to live away from home
an allowance of-

(a) £30 per annum for children
in the South-West Land Divi-
sion.

(b) £50 per annum for children
in the Goldfields.

(c) £80 per annum for children
north of latitude 26.

Later it says-
All children who pass the Junior

and who wish to attend a secondary
school in order to proceed to the
Leaving Certificate, and who have to
live away from home to do so, will be
granted a boarding allowance of £50
per annum.

That is a great help; and I was told in
answer to my question that in 1958 the
sum of approximately £55,000, was spent
on supervision allowances in respect of
1,284 children. But the amounts I have
just quoted would barely pay the fares of
the children concerned in order that they
might have a full 12 months' education
away from home. I sincerely trust that
the Minister will give some consideration
to an increase in the boarding allowances
that are now paid. The last increase was

granted on the 1st January, 1955, so it is
time that further thought was given to
the question of enabling children to be
sent away from their homes so that they
may proceed to the higher educational
standards.

In Cleraidton, Kalgoorlie, and probably
many other country towns, hostels are
established; and these do cater for child-
ren who are sent away from home. The
organisations-xnostly church concerns-
that run these hostels, are very much up
against it. I would like consideration to
be given to the question of subsidising
-these hostels, in order that they may
become established and provide a means
whereby married people with families, who
choose to live in the outfiung places of
this district, will be able to afford to send
their children into the towns to be educa-
ted.

I commend the department on the intro-
duction of a School of the Air, I do not
know whether members know very much
about this scheme. Last month I had the
honour to represent the Minister at the
opening of the Meekatharra School of the
Air which, I understand, is the first of its
kind in the State.

Mr. Norton: Carnarvon was the first.
Mr. BURT: I beg the honourable

member's pardon; I thought Meekatharra
was the first. The children living on the
stations surrounding Meekatharra-and
also these on the stations outside of
Carnarvon apparently-as well as receiv-
ing correspondence education, have the
supplementation of the School of the Air
which is run in conjunction with the Flying
Doctor service. I believe that twice a day
the itinerant teacher goes on the air, and
the children are taught orally. I am
Pleased to say that the Meelcatharra school
is already an outstanding success.

Mr. Nulsen: It is a very fine innovation.

Mr. BURT: I was in Meekatharra last
weekend, and spoke to the teacher. I also
met quite a large number of the parents
of the children who are receiving this
education per medium of the radio; and
they have nothing but praise for it. From
a discussion with the Director of Education
recently, I understand that even greater
improvements are to be made.

It seems a fine Idea that children living,
Perhaps, 100 miles apart from each other
can feel that they are sitting together in
a classroom. When they do finally meet
one another, perhaps at holiday time, or
In the town from which the lessons are
radioed, they find they have already made
quite a number of friends, and this helps
the outback children In no small way.

I congratulate the parents and citizens'
associations in my district. I think every
town has its parents and citizens' associa-
tion; and they do wonderful work-quite'
voluntarily, of course. In the provision of
septic systemns, which Is always a bugbear
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in the outback, the male members of the
parents and citizens' associations have, on
numerous occasions, offered to do the exca-
vation work if the department will supply
the material. In this regard, I am pleased
to hear that two schools in my electorate
have availed themselves of the Govern-
ment's offer, and have raised loans in order
to have septic systems Installed.

Whilst on the matter of the parents and
citizens' associations, in the town of
Leonora and Meekatharra. in my electorate,
the incidence of trachoma has been quite
apparent in the last year or so; and, in
that regard, the associations seem to keep
a watchful eye on the position. But I want
to stress the help given by Professor Ida
Mann who we all know is a world-wide
figure as an eye specialist. I have had,
through the Education Department, to
Consult Professor Mann on several occas-
ions concerning eye diseases. It was really
wonderful to see the co-operation that
lady was willing to give. For such a
famous figure in the medical world,
Professor Mann is simply marvellous in the
way she offers her services to assist the
schools in the outback.

I have nothing further to say, except
once again to request the Minister and his
department to give every consideration to
assisting to remain in the outback, those
families who are willing to live there, by
providing additional facilities for their
children who wish to study beyond the
grade available in their particular town.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremnantle) [8.41]: 1
think the additional amount of £604,955
which is allocated to Education augurs
well for the future; that is, if it is well
spent. It will be, as has been said, a good
investment. I consider the Increase in
the allocation is justified from the point
of view of the absorption of the post-war
increase In the birth rate, and the con-
sequent greater number of pupils now at-
tending the State schools, and those who
will attend them in the future.

I feel some concern at the possibility of
the retention, for one or more years, of
pupils at school because of the likelihood
of there being no avenue of employment
for them. We know that there is some
concern on the score that children may
possibly have to stay at school. Z do not
say that is an evil in itself; in fact,
It is to be commended if a child can stay
longer than is normal at school, because it
may give him an opportunity to take on
higher education that he might not other-
wise enjoy. But if a child stays at
school, there is ank economic Strain On the
family; if employment were available the
child would be sent to work.

I hope the department and the Minister
have taken into account the likelihood of
pupils having to spend extra time at school;
and I hope they also realise the impact on
the accommodation and the staff that is

available to look after these Pupils. I also
hope that portion of this amount of
£604,958 has been earmarked for equal
pay in this profession. I know that in the
past it has been said to be economical~y
impossible to grant equal pay. But this
principle does prevail in what is con-
sidered to be another profession. Barmen
and barmaids. get equal pay for the job
of handling beer, and it seems anomalous
that in the teaching profession this does
not apply.

I would like to illustrate this point by
saying that a wall could divide a class-
room in which a male teacher presided over
exactly the same number of pupils as were
presided over by a lady teacher. Yet that
lady teacher would receive only a por-
tion of the male teacher's pay for doing
the same work; and she would probably
find the work wore onerous, in that she
might have recalcitrant pupils; they could
be getting to the age where she would
have difficulty in managing them. I would
say she would find her duties proportion-
ately more onerous; but she receives less
pay for that work.

I am anticipating a question as to why
our Government did not grant equal pay.
I say that this Government has the oppor-
tunity to rectify the position. Also, female
teachers do not pay two-thirds or three-
quarters of the bus fare paid by male
teachers; nor do they pay two-thirds or
three-quarters of the board paid by male
teachers. They could be widows with
dependants, or they could be single women
with dependants; and yet they suffer an
Injustice by being paid only a portion of
the male rate.

I would now like to deal with the ques-
tion of television in schools. Brief refer-
ence was made to it by the member for
Kalgoorlie and the member for Guildford-
Midland. I would say that television, if
It is introduced in the schools, will have
an impact on our teaching methods; and,
if properly used, It could be to the advan-
tage of the teaching profession. I would
liken it to the situation in hospitals. An
operation may be taking place in the main
theatre, where a camera is filming the
actual operation. Yet in rooms far re-
moved from the operating theatre students
can be watching the operation and hear-
ing a description of what is taking place
by closed circuit television.

Members can envisage similar methods
being used in our schools, and I feel sure
they can see what benefit it could be to
the teaching profession. If this method
could be applied In a big school, it would
make it easier for the teachers to handle
their classes; and each teacher could
elaborate on the remarks that were made
during the lesson being screened on tele-
vision. This would be particularly so with
chemistry, physics, and science lectures.
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Specialists could handle large numbers of
pupils by this means, and they could be
assisted by the class teacher.

Television coan also be useful from the
point of view of homework. Tonight we
heard the member for Kalgoorlie talk about
the rubbishy programme that was being
screened this evening. Instead of having
such programmes, which I believe are
being shown in the Eastern States-and
in other parts of the world, too-educa-
tional programmes could be filmed earlier
in the evening for the benefit of children
of school age.

Emphasis could be placed on current
affairs, not only within Australia but also
throughout the rest of the world. I know
that may own children, and other children
too, seem to have a greater knowledge of
what happened in 1066 than they have of
what happened in 1956. To me that seems
ridiculous; and if television could be used
to give a better idea of current aff airs it
would be to the benefit of the children who.
after all, are the future citizens of West-
ern Australia.

I should now like to deal with the ques-
tion of music, other than singing, in our
schools. Recently I wrote to the depart-
ment-I shall not nominate the head of
the department because It might cause
him some embarrassment-In regard to a
Mr. Harry Baker. He has a junior
orchestra in Fremantle; and the children
play banjos, guitars, and stringed instru-
ments. He asked me whether I would
make a request to the department on his
behalf, because he wanted his junior
orchestra to play at the schools in the
Fremantle area during school hours. I
made the approach to the department, but
unfortunately the request was refused.

I cannot understand the department's
attitude, and I hope the Minister will read
my remarks on this subject and do some-
thing about it, because I believe we should
encourage the playing of music in the
schools. My request was refused on the
ground that I should be aware of the fact
that there were so many subjects included
In the curriculum that it would be impos-
sible, from the point of view of time, to
have an orchestra performing at the
various schools I have mentioned. Had
the request been granted, It would
have had several advantages. The children
who performed would have gained some
confidence from playing In front of other
children, and It would have been an en-
couragement for others to play instru-
ments and would have made them music-
minded.

The schoolteachers who are in this
Chamber would probably know of a troupe
of performing dogs and cats which is
taken around to the schools. It seems
peculiar to me that the department can
approve this, and yet refuse the request
I made. I know that my children have

asked me for is. or 2s. so that they can
Pay to see these performing dogs and cats;
but of what use is this in furtherance of
education? Yet what I considered to be
a worth-while request was refused. I hope
the Minister will take notice of my remarks
and see whether he can do something to
rectify the anomaly.

I recently attended a, sporting event at
the John Curtin High School, and I be-
lieve any money used to build gymnasiums
or provide playing fields is money well
spent. At the John Curtin High School I
saw some splendid athletes performing.
They broke many of the school records;
and I believe that that can be attributed
to the headmaster and his staff and the
capable coaching of the sports master, the
famous Jerry Dolan, and his staff, The
whole event was well organised. It was a
splendid day, and it was inspiring to see
these boys and girls performing in the
way they did.

Althoiugh we have a water shortage, the
school has its own pump and reticulation
system. The John Curtin High School is
situated in a high area, and the bore or
spear had to be put down to a consider-
able depth in order to get the water. If
that can be done at the John Curtin High
School, I think it can be done elsewhere.
I do not know how or when this reticula-
tion system was installed there-maybe
the previous Minister would know-but I
think it is an example which could be
followed by other schools. If It were done,
they too could provide splendid ovals for
the benefit of their pupils. The oval at
the John Curtin school is coming along
very well. It has only recently been estab-
lished, but it shows great promise as a
sporting field.

Money for education in this State is
scarce-I suppose the same position applies
elsewhere-but I ask the Minister to use
all the Influence he has to get the Com-
monwealth Government to give to the
State some of the £190,000,000 that is spent
year after Year, with monotonous regu-
larity--or it is allegedly spent-on the
defence vote. Surely some of that money
could be spent on education throughout
Australia' I hope the Minister can pre-
vail upon the Commonwealth Government
to allocate some of the defence funds I
have mentioned so that a bigger grant can
be made to education In this State.

MR. TONKIN (Melville) (8.58]: I have
some remarks which I desire to make re-
garding several departments under the
Minister's control; but before I do so, I
want to register my protest at the ruling
which you gave the other evening, Mr.
Chairman. I do this with respect, and I
only wish to record my protest because
the time might arise in the future when
I would desire to contest your ruling-
which I shall not do now-and it might
be said that I accepted It on this occasion.
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My point is that your ruling that a mem-
ber must deal with all the departments
which have been introduced at the one
time results in a member being penalised
and deprived of time which the Standing
Orders intended he should have. Stand-
ing Order 390 states-

Notwithstanding the provisions of
Standing Order No. 375, no member
(except the Minister, who shall have
the right of reply) shall speak more
than once during-

(a) a general discussion on the
whole of the Estimates held on
the first vote;

(b) a general discussion on the
administration of a Minister's
Department held on the first
vote of that department.

There is no argument about the first por-
tion-that is, a discussion on the general
Estimates to be held on the very first vote.
That has been Passed and concluded, and
we now come to the various departments
under the control of several Ministers.

My reading of that Standing Order is
that a member is entitled to the full time
provided under the Standing Order to per-
mit him to discuss the Department of
Education, on the first vote of the Depart-
ment of Education; the Department of
Lands, on the first vote of the Department
of Lands; and the Department of Agricul-
ture on the first vote of the Department
of Agriculture; and that he is not obliged
to discuss agriculture and lands together
simply because the one Minister happens
to introduce the Estimates for both those
departments at the one time. If the Min-
ister follows the rule which he is entitled
to follow and introduces them separately,
then obviously each member at the separ-
ate introduction of those Estimates has the
opportunity of speaking several times.

So your ruling, Sir, simply means that
the member is in the hands of the Min-
ister. If the Minister desires to curtail
discussion on the whole of his Estimates,
all he need do is to introduce several
departments at once, which will mean, on
your ruling, that a member is limited to
one speech; and he must deal with all the
departments in that one speech. Whereas,
if the Minister himself elects to introduce
one department and let the debate go on:
and subsequently introduces another de-
partment and lets the debate go on, then,
under that arrangement, a member is able
to speak a number of times.

I will not contest your ruling, because I
do not require any more time on this occa-
sion. I thought I would raise the matter
and indicate that I disagreed with your
ruling, because I did not wish it to be
thought that I had accepted that ruling.
Possibly you might reflect on the situa-
tion and change your views accordingly.
For the time being, however, I accept your
ruling and have no desire to take the mnat-
ter further.

When the Minister for Education intro-
duced his Estimates, I noticed with pleas-
tire that he started off this time differently
from what he did before. We know that
the Minister for Education is not a new
Minister for Education; he is a previous
Minister for Education back again in the
job, which means he has had considerable
previous experience and therefore can be
expected to administer that department
with efficiency. I have no doubt he will.

I am very pleased to notice that he
starts off differently this time from what
he did before; because, in 1947 the first
thing he did as Minister was to scrap the
Plans of the previous Government for
junior high schools and senior high schools.
He advised the House of his intention to
do that, and he did it. The remarkable
fact is that he got away with it; because
he never built a single high school in the
whole of his term as Minister. How the
metropolitan members stood for it. I do not
know.

The result was, of course, that when
the Hawke Government came into office
it was faced with a tremendous back-log
of facilities required for secondary educa-
tion. Consequently, I think we had no
fewer than 13 high schools in the course
of construction when the Government
went out of office. In case you doubt my
word on this, Mr. Chairman, I shall quote
from the Minister's speech to show that
he left us in no doubt as to what he in-
tended. I quote from the Hansard of
1947, vol. nI, Page 1621. This is what he
had to say when introducing his Esti-
mates--

It Is virtually impossible. as I see it.
to establish a fixed priority list. If
we were to attempt to do so and de-
cided that a first priority should go
to such and such a place. No. 2 prior-
ity somewhere else and so on, the
chances are that before we could make
a start we would find that, owing to
some influx of population because of
the reasons that I have just men-
tioned, some other place was more
urgent than the one which we had
accorded first Priority. An attempt
has been made to lay down a series
of those that are regarded as most
important and, to the utmost of the
physical ability of the Public Works
Department, I have no doubt it will
be adhered to. Consequent upon these
difficulties, which may be said to be
chiefly those of primary schools, the
plans for the department for building
junior high schools and certain high
school buildings have been held over.

And they were held over for six years,
during a time when the necessity for ad-
ditional high school accommodation was
growing steadily, and the position was be-
coming more acute. We can just imagine
what the Situation was when the Hawke
Government came into office and had



2334 [ASSEMBLY.]I

then immediately to make provision for
secondary education, which had been com-
pletely neglected in the previous six years.

It looked as though the Minister was
going to follow a similar policy this time;
and he may Yet do so. He has announced
his intention to build two or three high
schools in the metropolitan area. But It
might stop at that; because this is the
policy he announced to the people during
the election campaign; and it is in ac-
cordance with his previous policy. I quote
from The West Australian an article which
was headed, "Education Policy by A. F.
Watts for the Country Party." This is
what A. P. Watts had to say-

The provision of adequate educa-
tional opportunities in the rural areas
is essential to provide well balanced
development. A firm foundation for
this was laid down by the MoLarty-
Watts Government, and this policy
would have been well advanced by now
had there not been a change of
Government.

That policy was to neglect the metropoli-
tan area; not to build any high schools at
all: but such high schools as he intended
to build, whether they were needed im-
mediately or not, he commenced to build
in the country.

So the Minister started to build at Nar-
rogin-he only started, because he never
completed a single high school during his
full term. In order to show that the
Minister had in mind this desire to spend
money in the country, I mention that he
made a. public statement critical of the
Hawke Government and showed that, of
the moneys available for expenditure on
public buildings, a certain percentage was
expended in the metropolitan area as com-
pared to the country.

Mr. novell: Eighty one per cent, to 19.
Mr. TONKIN: Those are the figures lie

used. A little thought will show that ex-
penditure on public buildings must always
be considerably greater In the metropolitan
area than in the country districts.

Mr. novell: Not to that extent.
Mr. TONqKIN: Where are the centres of

population? The large aggregate of popu-
lation is in the metropolitan area, and we
must provide schools for the children who
are there. The Minister would not pro-
vide schools for children who are not there;
or at least he should not. He should be
providing schools for children who are
already there.

So it was inevitable, because the previous
Government did not spend a shilling in
providing high schools in the metropoli-
tan area, that the Hawke Government was
obliged to spend more than it ordinarily
would have spent in making the necessary
provision. That is the point which must
not be lost sight of in an assessment of
relative expenditure. The Hawke Govern-
ment was obliged to spend more in the

metropolitan area during its term because
the previous Government did not spend
what was required. I would pose this
question to the Minister: Suppose we had
followed the same policy that he did, and
had not built a single high school in the
metropolitan area, what would he have
been obliged to do now? What would
have happened to the balance of his ex-
penditure as between the country and the
metropolitan Area?

So the very thing he criticised, he was
responsible for, to a large extent, by de-
liberately refraining from meeting his
obligations in the metropolitan area. As
a matter of fact, he made a feature of his
policy during the campaign-that the
Country Party would give its attention to
the country requirements. So I say the
members of the metropolitan area who are
supporting the Government will have to
keep an eye on the Minister lest he follow
the same policy as he did before; because
he has announced that that is his desire-
to provide the facilities in the rural dis-
tricts, and so let the metropolitan area go
without.

The Minister referred to a target of
250 classrooms as likely to be built this
year. In trying to draw a comparison, he
said that the previous Government in
the last year constructed about 190. 1 do
not know whether he deliberately selected
that figure In order to make his own pro-
posed achievement look a lot better; but
the figure quoted by the member for Mt.
Hawthorn was the correct figure; and that
Is that last year, 1958. the previous Gov-
ernment built 235 classrooms.

Mr. Watts: I was only being factual on
the information supplied to me by depart-
mental officers.

Mr. TONKIN: They must have taken
a different section of the year.

Mr. Watts: They took to the 30th June,
1959. 1 was careful to say that none of the
buildings I authorised could be started
before July.

Mr. TONKIN: I tell the Minister-and I
think it is as well that the correct figure
should be known-that for the year ended
December, 1958. the Public Works Depart-
ment built 235 classrooms.

Mr. Watts: I have not denied it. I quoted
the figures for the last year I mentioned.

Mr. TONKIN: I am quoting these
figurs-

Mr. Watts: Good oh!
Mr. TONKIN: -which are correct.
Mr. Watts: So are mine; therefore there

Is no need to contravert them.
Mr. TONKIN: My figures show a differ-

ent picture.
Mr. Watts: You are endeavouring to

indicate I was drawing comparisons when
I was stating facts. The whole tenor of
my speech was that.
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Mr. TONKIN., There Is no doubt that
the Minister was drawing comparisons;
otherwise he would not have mentioned
the number of classrooms which had
been built previously. There would
not have been the need to do so If
he had not been drawing a com-
parison. To put the comparison right,
I will tell the Minister that in order
to beat the previous effort he must con-
struct, in the 12 months, more than 235
classrooms. I take that figure from the
Ministers' own report-the report of the
Education Department which was tabled
here this week. In that it says, giving the
detail of the classrooms, that 235 class-
rooms were constructed during the year.

Having set that right, I propose to have
a word or two about the Minister's esti-
mate with regard to his school transport
policy. I do not think the Minister has
the slightest chance of financing his new
policy on £30,000. Time will tell who is
right. This is not something that will be,
left in the air, because next year we will
have the figures. But it is my opinion
that the Minister has not a hope of finan-
cing his new policy on his estimate of
£30,000; and these are my reasons: The
proposed increase in expenditure for the
transport of children is £81,166. According
to the Minister, £30,000 of that will be re-
quired for the normal increase on the
previously existing basis of providing bus
routes. That is not including the new
policy which is a more liberal policy.

That leaves £50,000 odd. Of that £50,000
odd, the Minister said £20,000 will be ab-
sorbed because of a more generous pay-
ment to be made to bus contractors in
connection with the whole system. So that
leaves a little more than £30,000--about
£31,000-which will be available to meet
the new policy. According to the Education
Department's report, 574 buses carried
17,939 children during the last financial
year. The average cost on the previous
figure is £50 per child. The Minister now
also has a more expensive policy, because
it requires an extension of the bus routes
to pick up fewer children on the average.
So it is a fair assumption that the cost
per child must rise In view of the more
generous policy.

I will take the figure of £50 per child,
which, under that reasoning, must be a
figure somewhere near the mark; and if it
is not, it will be actually greater and not
less. The amount of £30,000 extra, at £50
per child, provides for about 600 additional
children, or about one child additional per
bus. The Minister knows quite well that
his policy will result In more than an
average of one child per bus being carried.
in some cases, I understand, it will result
in five or six additional children being
carried for a distance, on the average, of
more than three miles per child.

On those figures I cannot see the Minis-
ter getting out of it for anything like
£30,000. I am simply stating my opinion

now. The Minister has stated his, and I
am entitled to mine. Next year we will
know who was right. We will see how It
works out. There is no doubt whatever
that for the people concerned this is a
good policy. The previous Government
believed It was a good policy, but could not
finance it. The reason why the Education
Department curtailed the bus routes was
because of a shortage of funds to meet the
commitments; not because it did not desire
to give the service. It had to effect econ-
omies in certain directions, and that was
one of them. It did not find favour with
quite a number of the ministers; make no
mistake about that! But one cannot
spend more money than is available; and
as economies had to be effected, that was
one of the places where it was done.

The present Minister has increased the
expenditure in this department; and that
can only be done at the expense of some-
thing else, because it does not appear to
me that the Government is going to have
available to it substantially increased
revenue over Its expenditure. As a matter
of fact, the opposite could be the position
-when one remembers, for example, that
the Water Supply Department must be in
difficulties this year to start with because
it will sell very little excess water. It will
only have available to it the revenue which
it derives in rates; but its costs will be
practically the same. They may be a little
less because of less pumping, but its
revenue will be considerably down.

There are indications that revenue will
be down in a number of other departments
as well. So if the expenditure Is increased
in the Education Department, as it must
be under this proposal-a very desirable
proposal if one can pay for it-it looks as
though some other departments will suffer.
However, that is up to the Ministers con-
cerned. I am not here to fight their
battles; I simply point out that there were
supporters in the Hawke Government who
regarded exceedingly unfavourably the
necessity to curtail bus routes, but who
felt there was no alternative because the
money was not available to finance the
bus routes which they desired to have
continued. The cost to this Government
will increase, It has to find the money
for the purpose. No doubt it will find it
from somewhere; but in my view it will
be at the expense of some other depart-
ments.

I have one further matter which I de-
sire to mention with regard to education
before passing on to another department.
I asked a question recently of the Minister
for Water Supplies whether any special
provision could be made to enable parents
and citizens' associations to keep thie grass
growing on the playing fields which they
have established. The Minister replied
that no special provision could be made.
I think this is a short-sighted decision. I
appreciate that the Minister is in difficulty
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because of the shortage of water; but I
would remind the Committee that bowling
greens will have water and be permitted
to use sprinklers, and so will parks and
gardens.

A way can be found under which school-
grounds will be watered, so the department
will not save water; but it will cost the
children some period of time in their
education. You see, Mr. Deputy Chair-
man, it will meet the department's regula-
tions If the headmasters roster the
children. That is what I would do if I
were headmaster of a school and had a
playing field which I would be likely to
lose and wheb cost some hundreds of
pounds to establish.

I would roster all senior children
to be out of the class for no more
than five or 10 minutes.
early in the morning
taking turns of five or 10
hose one would, in a short
ensure that the whole
watered; but this would

If one started
with children

minutes on the
space of hours,
field would be
be done at the

expense of the loss of time of the children
concerned. To each individual child, that
would not amount to very much: but I
would point out to the Minister that his
decision does not result in the saving of
water. The fields will be watered all right,
but at the cost of some loss of time in
education.

The sensible view would be to place the
schools in the same category as bowling
greens, tennis courts, and parks and
gardens, and provide that for certain hours
of the day a sprinkler might be used on
playing fields. Alter all, the people in the
district are the ones who have supplied the
money to establish the Playing fields for
their children, and they are not going to
object because they have to water their
own gardens by hand. The parents who
belong to the parents and citizens' associa-
tions and give their time to raise money
for the purpose of establishing these play-
ing fields--and some of them have cost
£500 or £800 to establish-are not going to
complain if the Government permits the
watering of these grounds to keep the
grass alive.

Mr. Heal: You get more water out of an
open hose than out of a sprinkler.

Mr. TONKIN: They would readily agree
that their children should be utilised at
school for the purpose of hosing the
ground. I make no bones about it: If I
were the headmaster of a school which
had a valuable playing field, I would roster
the children so that the watering of the
ground would be cardied out as many times
as necessary per week by allowing children
to be out of the classroom for five or 10
minutes at a time. in that way the grass
could be kept alive.

The quantity of water necessary will be
used, but at the expense of some education
of the children. it will not affect the

children very much: but my point is that
It will not result in a saving of water. It
would be better to say, "We want to keep
these playing fields alive; they mean just
as much to us as bowling greens and as
public gardens and parks do to local autho-
rities. As we have provided that they can
water with sprinklers, we will permit
school-grounds to be watered in the same
way." That is the sensible view to take,
rather than put the children to the incon-
venience of having to leave the schoolroom
to take their turn with the hose.

I submit that suggestion as something
to which the Ministers might give their
attention; and I would hope that the
Minister for Education will see some merit
in the suggestion and will discuss it with
the Minister for Water Supplies to ascer-
tain whether a satisfactory scheme can be
arrived at. Naturally, the Minister for
Water Supplies is concerned at saving
water; but I think he is also interested,
as Minister for Works, that grounds al-
ready established in connection with which
some public money has been expended
should not be allowed to deteriorate.

I desire now to deal with a matter which
concerns the Minister as Attorney-General.
I have asked some questions from time to
time about what is happening to the Elec-
toral Districts Act. I wanted to know
whether this Act was functioning, and re-
ceived remarkable answers. This is a
question which I asked on the 1st Sep-
tember-

As section 12, subsection (2) (b) of
the Electoral Districts Act provides
that a proclamation shall be issued
"if in the report by the Chief Electoral
Officer to the Minister to whom the
administration of the Electoral Act.
1907-1940, is for the time being com-
mitted as to the state of the rolls made
up for any triennial election, it ap-
pears that the enrolment in not less
than five electoral districts falls short
of or exceeds by 20 per centum the
quota as ascertained for such districts
under this Act", and it does so an-
near in ths- report which the Chief
Electoral Officer made more than four
months ago, who is responsible for
the non-operation of the law?

The Minister's reply was-
The Parliament of the State.

It is news to me that Parliament. hav-
ing once passed the law, Is in a position
to stop it from operating without amend-
ing it. Once the law is passed through
Parliament and put on the statute book.
I am unaware of any constitutional power
which enables the Parliament to say, "We
won't allow that law to operate. We will
leave it on the statute book unamended.
but will stop it from operating." This was
the answer the Minister gave when I asked
by what authority the person responsible
derives the power to prevent a law of this
sovereign State from operating: That
question was answered by his first reply.

2336



LWednesday, 21 October, 1959.]33

I read a portion of a leading article re-
cently in The West Australian which was
headed, "Supremacy of the Law". It
amused mue to read that again in view of
the attitude of the present Government;
because here we have a situation where
there is a law in existence to say that cer-
tain things have to be done, and they are
rnot done.

We are told the law is operating and is
not out of existence; but nothing happens,
and I want to know why. The Minister
has referred several times to something
which happened under the previous Gov-
ernent; but that is no answer to a state-
ment that there is a law on the statute
book which requires certain things to be
done. It might suit the present Govern-
ment to refer to actions of the previous
Government; but it is not bound Dy what
that Government did, when it does not
want to be so bound.

Mr. May: It is lovely when the Gov-
ernment breaks its own statutesl

Mr. TONKIN: The previous Government
closed certain railway lines, but this Gov-
ernment does not say they must stay closed
on that account. It has proceeded to open
a couple of them. This Government must
stand on its own feet; and the point is
that there is a law which says that when
certain conditions have been met a pro-
clamation shall be issued, under certain
conditions. Those conditions have been
met absolutely, but there is no proclama-
tion. The other evening the Minister gave,
as a reason, the fact that he proposes to
introduce an amendment to the Electoral
Districts Act. That is no reason for not
obeying the existing law. Just imagine a
motorist, caught for speeding, pleading in
defence that he anticipates that the law
will be altered in the next 12 months.
What sort of defence would that be?

We have to take the situation as it
exists; and the law at present says that
'when the Chief Electoral Officer has re-
ported that there are five seats out of
balance, a Proclamation shall be issued.
That is the law which the people on the
Government side of the House made, and
it is what they intended. When that Bill
was introduced, one of the features of it
applauded by The West Australian was
that action under the law would be auto-
matic. That newspaper said that changed
the old order where it was dependent on
the whim of the Government. An attrac-
tive feature of this new law was that it was
automatic. I1 ask you, Mr. Chairman,
whether this law is operating auto-
matically. It does not operate at all.

Mr. Court: By what line of reasoning
did you suspend its operation?

Mr. TONKIN: Here we go again! What
did the previous Government do? We
called the new bridge "The Golden West
Bridge" -

Mr. Court: There was no statute there.

Mr. TONKIN: NO: but the principle is
the same. The Minister wants to fall back
on what the previous Government did or
did not do, in order to justify what he is
doing now. If he does that, he must do it
consistently.

Mr. Court: We are not doing that. We
are Just asking you a pertinent question.

Mr. TONKIN: To begin with, the Min-
ister is not supposed to be interjecting.
The Attorney-General, who is supposed to
uphold the law, Is making no attempt to
do so. Instead, he is giving spurious
answers in order to try to ward off criti-
cism of the Administration. The Govern-
ment should carry out the law, because
there is no provision in the Constitution
for not doing so. If the Government does
not want to obey its own law, it should
amend that law. When the Government
recently brought here a Bill to annul the
Proclamation-quite unconstitutionally, in
may view-it should have amended the law
so as to remove the necessity for issuing
a proclamation under those circumstances.
Then it would have been quite right in
not issuing any proclamation; but it did
not do that, and the law stands as it was
previously, requiring that the proclamation
shall be issued. But the Government does
nothing about it.

Then we get The West Australian pub-
lishing an article about the supremacy of
the law, and saying that it cannot happen
here that the Government would set itself
above the law; but that is what is happen-
ing. The Government is setting itself
above the law. The Government may in-
tend-I do not know whether it does or
not, and it may have great difficulty in
Cabinet over it-introducing a Bill this
session to amend the Electoral Districts
Act.,

if the Government does introduce such
a Bill, there is no guarantee that it will
be Passed; and what is the situation then?
Do we wait until next session, for the
Government to have another shot? Is the
Government's argument then that the law
Is operating, but nothing is being done
because the Government Intends to amend
the law? I think the position of the Gov-
ernment is untenable. We would prosecute
other people if they did not obey the law.
If a law on the statute book says that
under certain circumstances certain things
have to be done, they ought to be done;
and it is no answer to say that somebody
else did not do them; because the Op-
position had a clear duty at that -stage,
if it was dissatisfied.

In my view, there is no excuse and no
satisfactory explanation for not carrying
out the law. I am surprised that the
Attorney-General, who is a lawyer and
should have a full appreciation of the
requirements of the law, attempts to
defend an action which results in the law
not being carried out. He does not admit
that that Is so: but everyone knows it is
so. By giving evasive answers--and, in my
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opinion, wrong answers--the Attorney-
General endeavours to defend the action
of the Government; and I think his posi-
tion is untenable.

There is another matter to which I
desire to refer, and I do it with some diffi-
dence because it indirectly affects me. I
do it, however, so that some thought can
be given to the matter before other action
Is subsequently taken. Section 560 of the
Criminal Code reads--

Any person who conspires with an-
other to effect any of the purposes
following, that is to say:-

(1) To prevent or defeat the
execution or enforcement of
any Statute law; or

(2) To cause any injury to the
person or reputation of any
person or to depreciate the
value of any property of any
person; or

(3) To prevent or obstruct the
free and lawful disposition of
any property by the owner
thereof for its fair value; or

(4) To injure any person in his
trade or Profession; or

(5) To Prevent or obstruct, by
means of any act or acts
which, if done by an indivi-
dual person would constitute
an offence on his part, the
free and lawful exercise by
any person of his trade, pro-
fession, or occupation; or

(6) To effect any unlawful pur-
pose; or

(7) To effect any lawful purpose
by any unlawful means;

Is guilty of a misdemeanour, and is
liable to imprisonment with hard
labour for three years.

Section 562 reads--
Any person who becomes an acces-

sory after the fact to a crime is guilty
of a crime, and is liable, if no other
punishment Is provided, to imprison-
ment with hard labour for two years.

An accessory after the fact Is a person
who, having knowledge of a crime, takes
no steps to see that the information is
tendered in the proper quarter. For in-
stance, if the two escapees In the Eastern
States called at a property belonging to
some person, and the owner saw them and
they said to him. "Now, providing you
do not disclose our identity you will not be
harmed," and he agreed not to pass on the
information and, when they left, did not
pass it on, he would be in trouble; because
the law requires that the Information
which he had should be passed on to the
authorities in order that they might ap-
prehend the fugitives.

In a recent case, which received a good
deal of publicity, there was an instance
where two men told the Premier a story

which involved, so they said, the bribing
of certain persons in order to achieve a
certain result; and that is a misdemeanour
-there is not the slightest doubt about
it. According to my reading of the statute,
that required the person who obtained the
information to notify the police; but that
was not done. Instead, a Bill was subse-
quently introduced to give those people
protection; and I think that, when that
situation is carefully examined, a con-
travention of the law will be apparent.

I mention that now to Indicate that I
have not overlooked the matter at all, and
that it may be raised at a more appropri-
ate time. I suggest that, if members have
any doubt, they read the sections of the
Criminal Code to which I have referred;
and they can then form their own con-
clusions. Section 143 reads-

Any person who attempts, in any
way not specially defined in this Code,
to obstruct, prevent, pervert, or defeat
the course of justice, is guilty of a mis-
demeanour, and is liable to imprison-
ment with hard labour for two years.

One cannot anticipate-and it would be
wrong to anticipate-the report of the
Royal Commissioner in connection with
recent matters;, but when that report is
issued, that will be the time to give con-
sideration to possible implications.

Naturally, I feel very strongly about the
matter,' and I shall await my opportunity
to deal with it as I think It should be dealt
with. I mention it now so that some
thought might be given to it; because, in
MY view, the Crown Law Department
should already be giving attention to the
aspects of a matter such as this. If that
department has not done so, it is the duty
of some other department to ascertain
what is involved; because we cannot have
one law for one section of the community
and another law for the other section. if
the Criminal Code means what it says, it
should be applied without fear or favour.

Section 361 is also appropriate to this
situation, and it reads as follows:-

Any person who, not being a mem-
ber of either House of Parliament,
Unlawfully publishes any false or
scandalous defamatory matter touch-
ing the conduct of any member or
members of either House of Parlia-
ment as such member or members, is
guilty of a nmisdemeanour, and is
liable to imprisonment with hard
labour for two years, and to a fine of
Five hundred pounds.

That is a section that might be looked at
as having possible application to this
matter.

Finally, having had experience as Minis-
ter for Education, I have no doubt that the
present Minister for Education will admin -
ister his department most efficiently and
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will obtain from the officers of the depart-
ment that co-operation which they so
readily give. I have little knowledge of the
officers of the Crown Law Department. My
colleague from Eyre is the one to talk
about them.

In the Education Department we have
officers who are second to none anywhere
in Australia. For example, the Director of
Education was chosen, a considerable time
ago, for a top Commonwealth post. Sub-
sequently the State was fortunate in
securing his services; and In my view he
has been an outstanding success. I think
the present Minister was responsible for
his appointment.

I also pay tribute to the work of Mr.
Sten, who was the principal of the Teach-
ers' Training College. I consider that in
that position he did a marvellous piece of
work. He was a man of sterling character
and outstanding attributes. He was a
shining example to the students who
attended the college, and I have no doubt
that the success of our teachers is in large
measure due to the influence that Mr.
Sten wielded over them when in his charge.
The department was particularly well
served by that officer who-as all of us
will do sooner or later-reached the stage
where he had to retire. No doubt, the men
who follow after will endeavour to emulate
his good example and render this State
good service.

We are extremely well served by our
Public servants in Western Australia. They
are men and women with great devotion to
duty. They are extremely sincere in their
work and most anxious to further the wel-
fare of the State. They accept changes of
Government and work loyally for the
Ministers from time to time, Irrespective
of the party which they represent.

In that regard we are most fortunate in
this State and in this country, because the
same does not apply overseas, and any
change of government In those countries
must inevitably mean disruption, consider-
able dissatisfaction, and unpleasantness.
In Western Australia, however, there is
complete absence of that 'disruption and
unpleasantness. It was my experience,
upon a change of Government-and I have
experienced it each way--that one could
expect, without any fear, that the civil
servants would not permit politics to affect
their work, and that they would be loyal
to the Administration that happened to be
in office at the time and discharge their
duties in the same efficient manner,
irrespective of any change in the Prem-
iership of the State.

We are signally fortunate In that con-
nection; so much so that I felt I should
make some mention of it, because I think
they are entitled to recognition for what
they do. With those few remarks I shall
content myself so far as the Estimates are
concerned.

Procedure for Debates on Estftates

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Approximately
one hour ago the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition made reference to a point of
order that was raised last night to seek
clarification on certain procedure. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition referred
to Standing Order No. 390 which covers
general discussion on debate. In my
opinion, that Standing Order does not
indicate how a Minister should introduce
the Estimates of his various departments.

I have checked the Standing Orders,
and May's Parliamentary Practice, and no
ruling is laid down on howv a Minister
should introduce the Estimates for his
various departments. The common prac-
tice in this House is for the Minister to
bring the Estimates of all his departments
under one chapter. At page 2259 of the
Parliamentary Debates of the 20th Sep-
tember, 1949, it is shown that the H-on.
F. J. S. Wise raised a point of order and
the ruling given on that occasion was
practically the same as that given by me
last night.

The Procedure and the usual custom
in this Chamber since 1949 has been for
a Minister to introduce the Estimates of
his various departments with the one
speech. His speaking time is unlimited;
and the Leader of the Opposition or the
person whom he deputises also has an
unlimited time in which to speak. Each
member has one hour in which to debate
any of the departmental Estimates intro-
duced by the Minister after the first vote
is put.

Each individual division can then be de-
bated in the usual time provided by Stand-
ing Orders. At thids stage I merely want
to make it quite clear that the Standing
Orders do not cover the point of order
raised.

[The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr. CrommeliW took the Chair.]

MR. HALL (Albany) [9.50]:- In speaking
to the Education Vote of £8,408,600, I
would poiht out that the Minister for
Education, when introducing the Estimates
for this department, mentioned that
approximately 200 classrooms were erected
during the last year; and that, It was ex-
pected that in 1959-60 at least 250 and
probably 260 will be added to various
schools. The eight additional classrooms
which are not yet complete but which are
to be added to the Albany High School-
will be completely inadequate to meet the
requirements of that school in 1982.

When it is realised that this is only
1959 and there is a rapid increase in popu-
lation taking place in the Albany area and
its surrounding districts, the position be-
comes rather serious. I will quote the
population and area figures to illustrate
to members the rapid increase in popula -
tion that has been taking place each
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year. The figures I am about to quote
relate only to the municipality of Albany
and do not include the road board area.

For the year ended the 30th June, 1953.
the population was 7,600 and the area, in
acres, of the municipality of Albany, was
7,178. In 1954, there were 8,265 people
and the acreage was 8,450. In 1955,
the population had risen to 8,635 and the
municipality area remained the same as it
was in 1954. In 1956 the population figure
was 8,860 and the area in acres remained
the same. In 1957, the number of people
had increased to 8,906, with still the same
acreage. In 1958, there was a further
increase to 9,403 in population, with the
area remaining the same. In addition,
there are those people who reside in the
road board area and in the surrounding
districts which are served by the Albany
High School.

Mr. May: Were those figures taken at
Christmas time?

Mr. HALL: They are the figures for the
years from 1953 to 1958. In answer to the
member for Collie, those figures could have
been taken at Christmas time in 1958.

in my opinion, the time has arrived to
select another site for an additional high
school. By 1963 it will be found that the
classrooms already existing and the addi-
tional eight that are yet to be completed
will be filled to capacity. The total number
of classrooms existing at the end of this
year will be completely inadequate to
measure up to Albany's requirements in
the not-very-distant future. In referring
to the representations that were made to
the Minister for Education on Albany's
educational requirements, it was found
that he was also tackled about the prob-
lem of technical education.

In his statement It will be found
that the second and third-year students
--of whom there is an abundance-
will be leaving school without any future
unless they are provided with technical
education. The people of Albany, there-
fore, are most desirous that a technical
school should be built at Albany as soon
as possible. We have had reasons ad-
vanced by the member for Kalgoorlie
showing why that centre should be chosen
as a site for the erection of a technical
school, on the basis of the number of ap-
prentices that could be absorbed by such
a school.

Going further than that, the point I
would like to make Is emphasised by a
heading which appeared in the Albani/
Advertiser on Friday, the 13th March, 1959,
as follows:-

A.E.U. will back move for School
for Apprentices.

If a technical school were established in
Albany it would serve a very large area
extending up as far as Wagin.

Mr. Watts: It is not a practicable pro-
position to bring students from Wagin to
attend a technical school at Albany.

Mr. HALL: If it is practicable to bring
students from Wagin to attend a high
school at Albany, it Is also practicable to
bring them from Wagin to attend a tech-
nical school at that centre. For example,
woolclassing is one subject that would
draw quite a number of students. In a
newspaper cutting which I have here it is
stated that -as a result of investigations
made, woolclassing instruction is to begin
at Albany.

Mr. Norton drew attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.
Mr. HALL: I refer to the article in the

Alban-y Advertiser relating to woolelassing
instruction in Albany. It states--

As a result of Investigations and
negotiations wade by Dr. H. S. Wil-
liams, Deputy Superintendent of Teeb-
nical Education, during his recent
visit to Albany, woolciassing instruc-
tion will be offered at the Albany
Technical Classes to anyone interested,
beginning next week.

The next article in that newspaper, dated
the 12th June, 1959, states--

Forty Commence Woolclassing
Course.

There was a greater response last
Wednesday night to the offer of a
Woolclassing course at the Albany
Technical Classes, than that to any
other subject previously provided at
the centre.

That brings mue to a point which is
important to this State as a whole. Our
main asset in the economy of the country
Is wool. Much as we have tried to hide
that fact, it is impossible to do so. Were
it not for the research conducted by the
C.S.L.R.O. and the Gordon Technical
School of Research Into textiles, this
country would be in a very bad plight.

There are 300 workers engaged in the
textile factory in Albany, but the only
education available to them is the educa-
tion they are able to pay for themselves.
I base these remarks on personal experi-
ence, as I had to take the International
Correspondence Course to acquire the
knowledge for handling such a high-priced
commodity as wool.

When we realise that within a few days
of a wociclassing instruction course being
provided in Albany, there were 40 people
who took the course; when we become
aware of the development of the wool sales
in that district, which are increasing in
volume as time goes by; and when we
realise the progress made In the fell-
mongering Industry; we become conscious
of the need for the provision of technical
instruction. The only way in which the
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knowledge can be acquired is to obtain
the services of the skilled Personnel from
the Eastern States. We have to offer them
an incentive to work in our textile factory.
That aspect, which is important to the
Commonwealth as well as to this State, is
neglected.

In Victoria, New South Wales, South
Australia, and the other States which have
textile factories, and where wool sales are
conducted, elaborate opportunities are
available for the study of those subjects.
Western Australia is as good a wool-pro-
ducing State as any other, and we should
pay some attention to the technical
education of the personnel required for this
industry.

This brings me to the need for establish-
ing a technical annexe in Albany. Such a
provision would Prove of advantage to this
State. Instruction on other branches of the
woollen trade are available in the metro-
politan area. In Albany the industry is
developing the Printing of woollen fabrics,
which are being produced at a very moder-
ate cost. Anyone who saw the woollen
exhibition at the Royal Show will marvel
at the attractive garments and cloths
which are being introduced in Western
Australia.

We have to provide a basic training in
this textile field. The only way to do so is
to include a course in the technical
education branch, both in the metropolitan
area and the country areas, such as
Albany, where wool sales are conducted
and woollen mills are established, and
where I hope a wool-scouring works will
soon be built. By carrying on the industry
in Albany, a substantial sum will be saved
in wool freights, and any advantage gained
in this direction could be used to the
benefit of the district.

Another point I wish to refer to in con-
nection with education is national fitness.
This is a challenge to society to overcome
the delinquency problem. We should utilise
the existing sporting facilities to the maxi-
mum. At present they are being used only
at certain periods. The arrangements for
the use of sporting facilities should be so
fixed that they are used to the maximum,
by staggering the hours.

Many people are asking questions about
the establishment of swimming Pools.
Great strides are being made in this direc-
tion in the Eastern States. The people
there believe that this is one method to
overcome the delinquency problem. The
provision of swimming Pools is one answer
to the problem. We should encourage
sporting coaches to give part-time instruc-
tion to youths. That is being done in the
metropolitan area, but the same could be
encouraged in the country. Where men
are prepared to undertake these duties, on
a part-time basis, they should be paid
some remuneration to make it worth their
while. That practice is adopted by the
police boys' clubs, where the instructors

are engaged part-time. In the country
centres some of these clubs have become
defunct, although they are strong finan-
cially, because of a lack of instructors on
national fitness.

A further point I raise, as the member
for a rapidly-growing electorate, is the
question of the housing of teachers. I am
not convinced that teachers in Albany
should have housing priority over other
applicants, although I realise the urgency
of their need. An examination should be
made of the housing programme, and the
Government should provide a greater sum
for houses for teachers in country centres.

On the subject of television I have asked
some questions in this House. I am pleased
to see that the programmes are receiving
more publicity In the Press. The person
who is giving tuition on announcing will
have some important bearing on the pro-
grammes.

The private schools in this State provide
a very adequate service. They have used
the fees Paid by the children, and the
money raised by other means to build
additional classrooms. These will be of
great advantage in relieving the State of
Providing educational facilities. Without
them this State would be in a sad plight.
Recently new classrooms were added to
St. Joseph's College in Albany. All
Private schools should receive the utmost
assistance from the Government, because
they relieve the Education Department of
a great deal of its responsibility.

Before I resume my seat I want to
stress the points I have raised. There Is
need for technical education in the textile
field. Albany should have an extra high
school to accommodate three-year high
school students, so as to relieve the pres-
sure on the five-year high school. The ex-
pansion in my electorate during 1959 was
greater than the expansion In any previous
year, and there is a case for the establish-
ment of a teachers' college in Albany. Such
a request has been Put forward on many
occasions Previously. A site has been set
aside for this purpose, but nothing further
has been done. I reatlise that this is a
development for the future. There is also
a request for the establishment of a uni-
versity in Albany, but that is looking a
long way ahead.

The last point I raise concerns the
appointment of a stipendiary magistrate,
referred to by the Attorney-General. The
magistrate in Albany Is, in my opinion,
overworked. He has to attend to the work
over a large area. It will be in the interests
of all centres if another magistrate is
appointed to the Albany district.

MRt. NORTON (Gascoyne) [10.10]: It
must be very heartening to the Minister to
know that he has at least seven members
of his Party in this Chamber listening to
the debate. I want to bring a few facts
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to his notice, relating to education in my
electorate. Not only do they refer to my
electorate, but also to all outback areas.

I draw attention to the position of
schooling and school accommodation in
Carnarvon. It was very interesting to read
the August, 1959, issue of the Teachers'
Journal and to find out the number of
children in each class; the percentage of
all classes within the State; and that
single classes with over 5O children amount
to only 16.3 per cent. of the total classes
of the State.

When one compares those numbers with
the number of schoolchildren at Carnar-
von, one finds a big contrast. In the pri-
mnary school, the average of all classes.
from the first grade to the seventh grade.
at the beginning of August this year, was
exactly 50. If we are to take it down to
the average for the school, we find that
classes with 50 and over make up 57.1 per
cent. of the total classes, compared with
the average of 16.3 per cent. for the State.

Looking at the Carnarvon Junior High
School, taking into consideration the over-
crowding in the primary school, and add-
Ing to it the secondary classes, we find
that the school is grossly overcrowded.
There is always one floating class trying
to find accommodation in some part of the
school. On top Of that, the general science
centre is occupied by the domestic science
or the home science course, and therefore
it cannot be used for the purpose for which
it was built.

I know the Minister Is well aware of the
position. I urge him to do what he can
in this regard as early as possible, because
of the rapid increase in the numbers in
that district. The numbers have steadily
increased over the Past seven or eight years
by over 42 Pupils a year. This year there
will be over 40 additional pupils at the
State school. The number in the con-
vent rose from under 100 to over 140, so
the Government is being relieved of a great
liability in that instance. In that respect
the convent is helping to overcome the
crowding at the State school. The convent
itself is overcrowded and cannot take ini
any more Pupils.

I would also Point out to him that there
is every chance now of a new large in-
dustry starting at Carnarvon. If it is com-
menced, it could raise the population very
considerably in a short time and he could
again be faced with the need for extra
accommodation.

Schooling in the North-West, as has been
pointed out by the members for Murchison
and Pilbara, is very expensive when the
secondary school standards are reached.
The people at Carnarvon are lucky to be
able to have their children educated to
junior standard without any great expense;
but once those children pass the junior
examination, Parents are faced with an
expenditure of between £.350 and £500 for

the education of each child. The Govern-
ment does make an allowance of £80 a
year. and one free return fare. But to
the working-class family that is very little
compared with the total amount that has
to be found for schooling.

It would not take very many more pupils
to raise the Carnarvon junior school to
senior high school standard, and this could
be done by the erection of a hostel or hos-
tels in Carnarvon to cater for the outback
districts. A very good example of this could
be found by studying last year's report in
regard to the itinerant teachers. I in-
terpolate here concerning the wonderful
job that those teachers are doing in the
outback areas and what a comfort they
are to the parents whose homes they visit.

To demonstrate the value of a hostel
for the children that these three itinerant
teachers visit, I would point out that they
call on 117 families each year; at least
that was the number in 1958. By these
visitations, they gave instruction to 217
children and covered a total road mileage
of 26,600 miles. The area they travelled
was from Mullewa to Paynes Find and
North as far as Wyndham. Each teacher
has an average of about 72 children to
visit in the year. and I understand that he
makes a bi-yearly visit to each family.
Therefore, it can be seen what a mighty
job these three teachers are doing.

However, after those children reach the
eighth or ninth grade, they need to go to
a school to obtain education which cannot
be obtained in an organised form on the
stations or in the outback places. I have
constant inquiries from people who are
managing stations to see whether I can
find accommodation for their children in
Perth or Geraldton, and this is practically
impossible. The boarding-houses and
homes of people who take scholars are all
full and nearly all the secondary private
schools are full and cannot take any more
students, irrespective of whether or not the
Parents could afford to send them to such
schools.

If hostels were established, the people in
the districts around Carnarvon could have
their children educated to Leaving and
matriculation standard at a reasonable
cost. I think it is quite appropriate that
I should point out that two years ago
Carnarvon had seven bursary teachers at
the training colleges here in Perth. That
meant that seven families had to find suf-
ficient money for those children to go
through from Junior to Leaving standard
at the secondary schools in Perth. It Is
not so hard when they go to training
college, because the allowance is greatly
increased and will meet the costs that are
required to keep them away from home:
but it is difficult, even with the bursary
and North-West allowance, for the aver-
age person to keep a bursary teacher from
the Junior to Leaving standard to enable
him to go to Claremont or Graylands to
complete his training.
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Although I think I have mentioned this
matter before, I would like to draw the
attention of the Minister to the problem
of the transfer of teachers from the
North-West to the south and from the
south to the North-West. Last year the
considerable confusion which arises when
teachers try to get their furniture and
effects taken from Carnarvon in a reason-
able time was Pointed out to me. A teacher
has to obtain a tender from someone to
pack his furniture and effects and another
for the transport of them- by boat or road.
By the time correspondence goes back-
wards and forwards, most of the Christ-
mas leave has expired. Also, he finds
himself in a position where he has to face
considerable expense for accommodation
while waiting for his furniture and effects
to catch up with him at the next school.

I understand that another Problem
which faces teachers up there when they
are going on leave is that the only method
of transport available to them from the
North-West to the city is by boat. Air
fares are not readily given. Most teachers
these days have motor vehicles; and if
they like to take their families by car,
they are allowed the cost of petrol and oil
only. I think it would be just in these
cases if the department could see fit to
give the teachers the value of the boat
fare.

If they had to transport their families
by boat they would have to wait until one
was available which could accommodate
them. This could quite possibly entail a
wait over half the holiday period. How-
ever, if they were able to take their own
vehicles and receive a good allowance for
so doing, this delay would be obviated.

Like the member for Albany, I also want
to draw the attention of the Minister to
the urgent necessity of housing for
teachers. This does not apply only in the
North-West, I imagine, but Possibly to
the whole State. I do want to mention it.
though, particularly in respect of Carnar-
von. The headmaster has a very nice and
comparatively new house. The deputy
headmaster is accommodated In the origi-
nal school which. I understand, was built
somewhere in the 1880's. After the district
outgrew the school it was converted into
the headmaster's house and is now the
deputy's. it is so old that the Public
Works Department will not rewire it to
take alternating current in a few weeks'
time. Therefore, unless alternative ac-
commodation is made available for the
deputy, he will find himself without elec-
tric light or power.

There is another married teacher Who
has had to find the best accommodation
he could, which is very poor. This problem
is one which must be studied; and, as I
have said before. I think it behoves every
Government department to supply suffici-
ent accommodation for Its own staff so that
such people are not given priority over
other residents who have been waiting

sometimes for several years to obtain a
State house. As the member for Albany
mentioned, this happens in many instances.
Teachers' and employees from other de-
partments, go to a town and receive priority
over these who have been waiting for some
time.

I would now like to ask the Minister to
have the Crown Law Department give con-
sideration to the building of a house for
the clerk of courts on the old residency
site quite close to the court-house. At
present he is in a State house at the far
end of the town; and when he is required
to assist the police in obtaining ball or
do any other urgent jobs, the police have
to go quite a considerable distance to get
him. The logical place for his home
would be close to the court-house where
the land Is available, thus releasing an-
other house for the local people who are
so desperately in need of accommodation.

MVIR. NEum0 (Wembley Beaches)
(10.26]: I would like to say a few words
in regard to the Education Estimates. I
was rather interested in the remarks of
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, who
referred to what the private members in
the suburbs thought about high schools. I
would like to take the House back to the
first election in which I was successful.
I am referring to the election for the Mt.
Hawthorn seat which I won from Mr.
Harold Millington.

One of my first jobs when elected was to
study the schooling situation. If the then
Minister-the present Minister-had told
me that he would build a high school In
the Mt. Hawthorn district, I am afraid
that I would have turned down the pro-
Position. I would like to take members
through the whole of the district.

Oraylands was in my electorate at that
time, and there were a couple of ant-
eaten sheds there. In Jolimont there was
very poor accommodation; there were no
schools in Floreat Park, City Beach, or
North Wembley. There was one at Wemb-
ley which had to be enlarged. There was
also one at Mt. Hawthorn, which likewise
had to be enlarged, as did the one at Os-
borne Park. The first day I visited the
Tuart, Hill school, I put my hand on the
framework; and the headmaster said. "Be
careful, or it will fall down. It is white
ant-eaten."

In the Scarborough area we had one
school with, I think, 230 children. More
rooms had to be added to that school.
What actually occurred in that six years
was that the present Minister had to have
new schools built at Oraylands. Jolimont.
Floreat Park, City Beach. and North
Wembley. Additions had to be made to
Osborne Park, as I have mentioned, and
a beautiful school was built at Thart Hill
and another at Mt. Hawthorn, as also at
North Scarborough, North Innaloo. and
North Beach.
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I repeat: Had the Minister asked me if
I wanted a high school at Mt. Hawthorn,
I would have said, "No," and would have
asked for the schools to be built in those
places I have just mentioned. I was very
pleased to see those schools built. If the
Minister had continued in office, I am sure
he would have built high schools. We
have, at present, a high school in Scar-
borough and another at Thart Hill.

As the Scarborough district is altering
so much. I hope that in the very near
future, the high school will be raised to
a five-year high school. It is also possible
that shortly two more high schools will be
established in that district-one in the
Churchiands estate, and one nearer to
North Beach.

I rose merely to give my opinion, as a
back-bench member, regarding what the
present Minister for Education did when
previously he held that portfolio and I
represented the Mt. Hawthorn electorate.
One of the main reasons why I would like
to see the high school at Scarborough
converted into a five-year high school is
to save the people having to pay so much
in bus fares. The children at North Beach
have to go to the Tuart Hill High School;
but, in my opinion, they should be allowed
to take their secondary school education
in the Wembley Beaches area. At present
it costs roughly about 2s. a head per day
to have these children taken from North
Beach to Tuart Hill, and so I hope that
in the near future the department will do
something about erecting two more high
schools in the district to cater for the
children.

There are approximately 17,000 people
over 21 years of age in the Scarborough
area alone, and there are almost 4,'000
children attending the four primary
schools; while, at the high school, there
will be approximately 600 to 700 children
at the beginning of next year. As I said,
I spoke merely to show the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition that we on the back
benches are wide awake in regard to the
situation concerning high schools.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [10.321: I
have been rather disappointed at the atti-
tude of the department regarding the pro-
vision of gymnasium and canteen facilities
at the Belmont High School. This school
has really become the Poor-relation high
school in the metropolitan area. The
Tuart Hill High School, the Mt. Lawley
High School, and the Midland Junction
High School have been built on an elab-
orate scale; but the Belmont High School
has been built, to a large degree, on a
penny-pinching scale. It is built on one
level. Not that that is against it, but it is
largely of timber construction, whereas the
other high schools are built of brick.

Mr. Watts: Do you know what it cost?

Mr. JAMIESON: No; but it would be
interesting to know. It would be interesting
to hear the comparative costs of a high
school built like the one at Belmont, and a
similar structure built of brick and pro-
vided with the facilities I have mentioned.
Because of the way in which it is built, it
is a discouragement to many of those
organisations associated with the school;
and now that the department has refused
to provide the canteen and gymnasium
facilities which are Provided at the other
metropolitan high schools, in more influ-
ential areas, the People are beginning to
lose heart.

I ask the Minister to look closely at this
aspect, because there are many organisa-
tions interested in the school; and if they
could be given some encouragement, I am
sure they would do everything Possible to
assist. For the past year, a canteen has
been conducted in a makeshift room, with
the use of trestles on the verandah; and
when one compares it with the canteens
at some of these other high schools, one
realises what a difference there is. Admit-
tedly the high school built on two levels
has an undercroft which lends itself for
use as a canteen; and, of course, the single-
storey buildings do not leave much room
for that type of facility.

Although I am being a little critical of
the department in this respect, naturally
I cannot be critical of the Minister, be-
cause the school In question has been
under construction for some years. and is
only now reaching the finishing stages. I
would like to see the amenities I have men-
tioned provided, because they are built at
the more elaborate schools.

The primary schools in the district of
Beelco are always a worry because one
continually has to make sure that the
accommodation required is being Provided.
I suppose the same applies to all districts
wvhere there are a number of housing areas.
However, so far as it is able, I feel that the
department is coping with the problem;
and, to a great extent, it is coping with tbe
Problem of high school accommodation in
so far as it is able with the funds at its
disposal.

It is Pleasing to note that the Bentley
High School is in the process of being
erected; and it should considerably relieve
such schools as Kent Street and, to a lesser
degree, Armadale in the future. I hope
that the department wvill find its way clear
to build the school at an early date and
provide the amenities which I previously
mentioned, and which are now lacking at
the Belmont High School.

So far as other aspects of the depart-
ment are concerned, I feel it is to be com-
plimented on the fact that it is able to
provide an effcient staff to meet the ever-
increasing demand. That the department
has been able to do that is of advantage
to the community. I am quite happy to
support the vote for the Education Depart-
ment, but I would like the Minister to
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watch closely the aspects I have men-
tioned: and I hope that he will be able to
Provide those additional amenities for the
Belmont High School.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
MR. WATTS (Stirling-Minister for

Education-in reply) [10.40]: I do not
propose to take up much time in replying to
the many matters that have been raised,
particularly those which require some
further inquiry or investigation. I promise
that to the best of my ability matters which
have been raised will be examined. That
would include-more particularly-those
raised by the members for Beeloo and
Albany. It would also include the corn-
menits of the member for Kalgoorlie in
regard to teaching marks.

I would like to say at this stage that
already there is considerable inquiry and
investigation going on in regard to that
matter, and the making of some changes,
but the problem has even more facets than
the honourable member indicated. It would
be unwise for me to make any further com-
ment at this stage other than to say that
those inquiries and activities will continue,
with the object, if it is practicable, of
improving the Present system.

I could not help but be interested in the
observations of one or two members regard-
ing the impact of television on the young
people of this State. It is extremely
difficult for me, as it was for the members
who referred to the matter, to forecast to
any degree what may be the result of it.
It is not an easy problem for any State
instrumentality to seek to get control over
the types of programmes shown. even
though they might be regarded by the
State as detrimental. In matters of that
kind we are in the unfortunate position, as
I understand it, of being able only to make
representations.

However, I think we must first ascertain
whether, in our opinion, the programmes
being offered are of such a nature that
representations ought to be made. That, of
course, can be done only by following up
those programmes for a reasonable period.
Then, if the conclusions we came to were
that representations ought to be made, I
would not hesitate to suggest that they
be made in the proper quarters.

I was also very much interested in the
remarks of the member for Pilbara in con-
nection with the absence of local oppor-
tunities-for secondary education. I am not
without considerable sympathy for his
problem. I do not know whether the situa-
tion there might be the sam-e as has
existed, according to my information, in
some other places that are less distant from
the metropolis than Pilbara, where there
seems to be a determination on the Part of
a considerable number of parents to
despatch their children to the independent
schools, with the result that even if such
children were available in the district,
instead of being sent to independent
schools in the metropolitan area, it would

be extremely difficult for the department
to organise higher educational facilities in
the areas concerned.

In order to make it worth while for the
students, there must be some equipment
and certain staffing which makes it prac-
ticable to undertake the higher education
that I mentioned. The situation that the
honourable member referred to exists not
only in the area he mentioned but also in
some places not so far distant, including
one at least in the district of the member
for Murchison, where the ideas put forward
by the member for Pilbara also exist. How-
ever, as I have said, I am not unsym-
pathetic to the points that he raised, and
I will certainly not discourage any reason-
able proposition that the department can.
manage to put forward in regard to the
matters that he mentioned.

I was intrigued to some degree by the
observations of my friend, the member
for Melville. I would have been pleased
indeed if he could have been present at
Midland Junction this afternoon at the
opening of the technical school because,
without any Prompting from me, or per-
haps an even more responsible authority,
he would have heard something about the
situation which existed during the period
from 1947 to 1953 which, in fact, had
he been here a few moments ago, would
have been evidenced to a very substantial
extent at least In the electorate of the
member for Wembley Reaches who spoke
during the absence of the member for
Melville from the Chamber.

It was the Director of Education who.
this afternoon, at Midland Junction, made
reference to the very point that is in
my mind now; namely, that in the fin-
mediate post-war period the pressure on
the Education Department was for prim-
ary schools because the birthrate sub-
stantially increased towards the end of
the war and in subsequent years. That, of
course, brought us to the position, in 1951
and 1952, that the primary schools were
our chief problem, as the member for
Wembley Beaches clearly indicated.

Subsequently, however, between the
years 1955 and 1958, because ot the pro-
gress in years of the children concerned,
the post-primary school problem became
much more evident; and consequently it
was more essential in that period to take
action in regard to high school education.
The third step, which is quite apparent, will
be into the technical division or some
other form of tertiary education upon
which the pressure is now becoming felt
because of the increase in the demands of
the technical college and the estimate this
year that whereas the university has 3,000
students, now there are expected to be
enrolled by 1964, nearer 8,000 if the present
expectations are fulfilled.

So I suggest, without much fear of suc-
cessful contradiction, that there were sub-
stantial reasons why greater activity
should have been experienced in the
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P~eriod from 1947 to 1951-1 think it
should at least carry over into the next
year-in which years the greatest effort
had to be made on primary schools par-
ticularly as there were so many buildings
-and one or two of them were referred
to by the member for Wembley Beaches
-that were only miserable shacks and
which certainly ought to have been re-
placed.

That is where I think the point about
the expenditure of 81 per cent. in the
metropolitan area and 19 per cent, out-
side it-to which I previously made refer-
ence and to which the honourable member
referred-has point. I think every reason-
able individual will say that our children
are worthy of reasonable consideration
wherever they may be. Undoubtedly, there
are limits as to what one can do because
of the scattered nature of our population.
However, when we do find between 200
or 300 of our children congregated in
some country place, it is only reasonable
that they should have surroundings, en-
vironmnent and facilities commensurate at
least with those that exist in the bigger
centres of population even though they
are on a smaller scale.

As I look around the buildings that have
been erected for high schools in some
places in the metropolitan area. I view
them with delight because they are beau-
tiful. If Western Australia could afford
to provide that type of edifice on the scale
required in every place where there was
a substantial number of children gathered
together I would have no criticism to of-
fer, but the situation is not so, as some
of my country friends opposite will re-
call. We find buildings that have been
erected for the high schools-to which
the member for Melville referred-where
the average cost per child has run up to
2400. Even the buildings which I think
the member for Eeeloo referred to as be-
ing sub-standard-

Mr. Jamieson: I did not refer to them
in those terms.

Mr. WATTS: -or thereabouts, if I
understood the honourable member
aright, in my opinion are quite satis-
factory edifices and supply all the reason-
able facilities-except those not yet com-
pleted-that anyone could ask for, because
something over £200 per child has been
expended or, a total of over £200,000 in
all.

Yet we see, in various other places
where 300 or 400 children are gathered,
edifices which would be better bulldozed
down than remain in existence. I have
photographs of some of them in my
office and when I showed them to mem-
bers of a deputation which waited upon
me three or four weeks ago as an indi-
cation of the edifices for junior high
schools in rural places where there were
350 children gathered, it practically stopped
their arguments.

So while I do not for a moment object to
the delightful buildings that have been
erected in some places in the city-I would
like to see similar buildings, according to
demand, erected in every centre in the
State-yet I still say that there could
have been a little levelling down of those
buildings erected in the metropolitan area
Providing the same facility, but with less
architectural merit and ornateness, so as
to give more reasonable opportunity of
spending a greater sum of money in other
places. I do not think that is an unrea-
sonable attitude to adopt.

The member for Albany referred to the
necessity for greater accommodation at
the high school in that centre. Accom-
modation in excess of the eight classrooms
that were started before I assumed office
will be set in train this year. In regard to
his question about the site for an addit-
ional high school, I have already requested
that eight sites selected by the parents
and citizens' association should be ex-
amined.

Mr. Hall: Very good!

Mr. WATTS: That, of course, does not
mean that this will result in buildings
being erected in the very near future. I
will now turn to the remarks made by the
member for Melville on the Electoral
Districts Act. The honourable member
apparently loses sight of the fact that
Parliament decided to revoke the procla-
mation that was issued on the 1st April
last. If he denies that Parliament is the
supreme authority in Western Australia,
well and good, but no-one else will. In
matters of this kind, Parliament is the
supreme authority: and it decided-as it
had every right to do-that the proclama-
tion should be revoked. Is it to be assumed
that Parliament would decide to revoke a
proclamation with the object of issuing a
new one, with precisely the same import, a
short time afterwards? Of course, that is
Just arrant nonsense.

So the situation, as far as I am con-
cerned and as far as the law is concerned,
is that Parliament decided to revoke the
proclamation; and until Parliament decides
whether it will amend the law, the situa-
tion will remain the same as it is.

Votes Put and passed.

Votes-Electoral Department, £42,779;
Licensing, £9,252; Arbitration Court,
£28,682-put and passed.

Votes-Department of Industrial Develop-
ment, £183,595; North-West, £2,238,022;
Harbour and Light and Jetties, £272,000:

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development and Minister
for the North-West) [10.55]: It Is my
desire to speak briefly on the three depart-
ments of Industrial Development, North-
West, and Harbour and Light and Jetties.
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The first of these departments, the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development, provides
for a vote of £183,595 as against £148,183
actual expenditure for 1958-59, which is
an increase of £35,412. The main item of
the increase is the increased pyrites con-
cession freights, which is really beyond
the actual jurisdiction of the Department
of Industrial Development, but which item
is accepted, and has been accepted in the
past, by that department.

In presenting the Estimates for the
Department of Industrial Development
it is important to stress that beyond
the routine expenditure of the depart-
mental operations it is well-nigh im1-
Possible to accurately forecast what might
be the overall financial requirement in
respect of industrial development during
the 12 months.

Opportunities to attract industry often
appear unexpectedly, and it is therefore
necessary for the Government of the day
to be able to adapt itself to the situation
as it exists at the time, The Government's
approach to attracting industry to this
State is not based on a set formula of
inducement, but rather on a policy of
considering each particular case on its
merits.

There are some industries which are
basic to our economic expansion, and,
therefore, the approach to such industries
might be more generous than in other
cases which are not so fundamental in
our industrial expansion. Indications to
date are that important industries are
more likely to be attracted by long-term
finance than by hand-outs and subsidies.
The fundamental reason for that is that
when the long-term finance is repaid the
industry feels under no obligation to the
State; but where hand-outs, subsidies, and
the like are involved, the industry might
feel under a sense of obligation; and there
would always be those who were prepared
to throw up this particular point against
the industry even years after the assistance
had terminated.

That to date has been my experience
during the six months, approximately, that
I have been administering this portfolio.
Obviously the provision of long-term fin-
ance is more likely to be a problem of loan
funds than of Consolidated Revenue,
although it may be practicable to handle
selected cases by guarantees rather than
a straightout use of loan funds. That is
a matter that has to be dealt with as each
particular case presents itself. Where there
are cases in which loan funds have to be
used for long-term industrial finance, that
would of necessity, contract the amount
of other loan works that could be under-
taken.

The Government having been only six
months in office, it will be appreciated that
the long-term planning is not yet finalised
and certainly could not yet have effect. Dle-

velopments to date, however, have indi-
cated that the Government's approach to
industry-both existing and potential-is
having results. We are carefully examin-
ing the best methods of promotion. It is
a highly-skilled process these days and
calls for specialised knowledge and experi-
ence, and these can only be obtained at
a price. Governments must be prepared
to face this situation with a degree of
realism, just as private industry has had
to do in recent years.

It is Premature for me to Indicate the
nature of our plans to attract basic in-
dustry on a long-term plan, but Parlia-
ment can be assured that the Government
is working to this end. It is unlikely that
trade missions as such will be sponsored.
but it is most probable that specific ap-
proaches to industrial interests abroad will
be made fairly frequently and commenced
in the early part of 1960. It is felt, after
a very close and careful examination of
the position, that a specific approach to an
industry, or a group of industries, has a
better chance of results than the more
indefinite approach of a trade mission.

The vote for the North-West Is in re-
spect of an amount of £2,238,022, being an
increase of £:46,951 over the amount actu-
ally expended in 1958-59. The problems
of the North have been emphasised from
time to time, and in submitting the Esti-
mates of the Department of the North-
West, I do not want to labour the difficul-
ties. Suffice it to say that the problems
of distance and lack of development have
accentuated the diffculties of the admini-
stration of the portfolio. The Depart-
ment of the North-West as such, does not
directly control the main departments
which operate in the North-West. It is
dependent on all the other departments for
services that have to be carried out-ser-
vices such as public works, roads, educa-
tion, health, and police, etc.-and In this
regard I want to acknowledge the co-
operation that has been received from the
many departments that have functions to
fulfil in the North-West.

Mr. Bickerton: Don't you think it will
be better to have them under the Depart-
ment of the North-West?

Mr. COURT: I would oppose at this
point of time the establishment of separate
departments for public works, education,
health, and so on, for the North-West. I
will come in a minute to the better ad-
ministration of the North-West; but if the
member for Pilbara reflects for a while,
I think he will appreciate that if we had
separate departments for the North-West
for works, main roads, health and the like,
we would lose contact with a great wealth
of technical experience and knowledge that
is at present available to the North.

For example, if we had our own Depart-
ment of the North-West for public works,
and the diversion dam project had ap-
peared on the horizon, we would have been
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denied access to such people as the very
highly experienced hydraulic engineers of
the Department of Works, on a State-wide
basis, who are available to move freely
about the State. As soon as this project
appeared on the horizon, these men were
immediately thrown into the task and
highly skilled technicians were available.
It would be impossible to have the depart-
ment sufficiently big to attract men of the
calibre we can now get in a State-wide
pool. That is why I favour the functions
of the departments being State-wide. But
I will come in a moment to the better
administration of the northern areas
themselves.

The difficulties of administration in the
North-West are further accentuated by
the distances from Perth: and to try to
relieve the situation, the Government has
accepted the principle of appointing a
senior executive officer to reside in the
north. The broad conception of the
organisation would be for such senior
officer to have his headquarters in one of
the more northerly towns--and I em-
phasise that: and quite closely associated
with him would be the senior North-West
officers for most of the departments which
have responsibilities in the North-West
and the Kimberleys.

The conception would be for this senior
officer to be stationed at one of the
northerly towns; and the senior officers
of the Public Works Department, the De-partment of Agriculture, the Health De-
partment, the Education Department and
the like would all be stationed in the one
town; so that there would be close con-
tact and co-ordination between those
officers.

Mr. Bickerton: What town have you in
mind?

Mr. COURT: I would rather not be
specific, because a final decision has not
been made. I have stressed one of the
more northerly towns. I can say that the
present intention is between Port Hed-
land, Broome, or Derby. We have a very
good reason for wanting to put the exe-
cutive officer further north.

Mr. Bickerton: Can you give us any indi-
cation what staff he will have? Will he
be on his own?

Mr. COURT: No. It is intended that
this man will be properly accommodated
and staffed so that he can do a real job,
be available to travel, and keep in close
contact with the people of the north. It
Is no good putting a man up there without
giving him the machinery to do the job.
For that reason we are most anxious that
he should have the senior technical officers,
as well as the senior representatives of
the department close to him. For instance,
it would be no use to have this officer in
one of the northerly towns, and to have
the senior officers of the various Govern-
ment departments In Carnarvon.

Mr. Bickerton: He would be directly
under the control of the Minister for
North-West.

Mr. COURT: That is right.

Mr. Rhatigan: Will You transfer the
officers of the Main Roads Department
from Carnarvon to some distant town?

Mr. COURT: The intention is to have
the senior officers of the departments in
the immediate vicinity of the senior officer
in question. He would lose a lot of his
effectiveness if he was separated by hun-
dreds of miles from the senior officers
of the various departments. It would be
just as practicable to leave them in Perth,
if we separate them by 500 miles.

It is felt that, by such an arrangement,
the contact between the people of the
North and the various departments, and
through them with the responsible Minis-
ters--and particularly with the Minister
for the North-West-would be greatly im-
proved.

This poses a problem, because obviously
the officer to be appointed-be his title
administrator or some other title yet to be
determined-must be a person of outstand-
ing ability. We must have a person who
is Prepared to devote his life to the north
for a period of at least five years, so as to
have continuity of administration and to
build up a sound organisation which some-
body else can take over at a later date.

Mr. Rhatig an: I do not suppose he will
have the same authority as the Adminis-
trator of the Northern Territory.

Mr. COURT: I do not think so. It is an
entirely different conception.

Mr. Rhatigan: Will the Minister be
stationed in one of those northern towns?

Mr. COURT: I wish he was. I should
imagine being stationed in one of the more
northerly towns would be much more rest-
ful than being stationed in Perth, where I
have three portfolios to administer. A
lot of travelling will be involved on the
Part of this senior officer, and it Is easily
understood that a lot of tact will have to
be exercised both in dealing with the local
interests and the representatives of the
different departments. We need a person
who has the capacity to mould a team of
men together, and who can produce co-
ordination and co-operation.

As the members for the North-West elec-
torates know, it is not always easy within
their own electorates to get a common
line of thought among the local people.
A person holding a senior executive posi-
tion would have to be very careful to pre-
serve a tactful approach to these people.
The member for Kimberley well knows the
division of thought in his electorate re-
garding the different centres; and a person
who is a senior administrative officer of
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the North-West will have to be very care-
ful not to offend those people. I do not
suggest he should be weak, but a certain
amount of tact will go a long way.

Mr. Rhatigan: Would the senior offier
consult the representatives of the various
districts in regard to any project?

Mr. COURT: I would not like to say
that an official advisory body of persons
will be constituted. I do envisage that if
the right person was holding this job, he
would in the course of his travels through-
out the North-West keep so closely in touch
with the local governing authorities that
an advisory body would hardly be neces-
sary. After all, the local authorities in
those districts are composed of elected
representatives who know the pulse of the
different areas. They would be able to
give a very balanced approach to the
administrator.

Mr. Lawrence: Has the Minister a
balanced approach?

Mr. COURT: With the increased activity
we are experiencing and which we expect
in the North, the person holding this senior
position will, of course, have to play an
important role in the reception of visitors.
I do not mean the ordinary people passing
through as sightseers. With increased
activity, it is envisaged that there will be
an increasing number of people from the
southern and eastern parts of Australia
and from abroad, wanting to look at this
area, and having a genuine interest-
people who can be very significant in the
future development of the area.

Therefore, we must have a person there
capable of handling some of these people.
some of whom may be a little difficult. I
am sure we will eventually get a man who
possesses the necessary capacity to handle
these various functions. It is more diffi-
cult to think of the right person suitable
for the job and one who will devote his
life for at least five Years, than it is to
work out the necessary machinery through
which he can function.

In its approach to the North, the Gov-
ernment is conscious of the separate prob-
lems that beset the three broad areas of
Gascoyne, Pilbara, and Kimberley-the
three electorates at present covered by the
Department of the North-West. The maxi-
mum allocations have been made by the
Government from its funds for the purpose
of administering this area. The Govern-
ment has been most anxious to make
available every Penny it can for the
development of this area, realising that it
is trying to administer virtually for the
benefit of the Australian nation a very
substantial and scattered area.

Roads are a matter of great concern. If
we had millions and millions of pounds we
could spend it all on the North, and still
we would have complaints about different
parts of the North. Successive Govern-
ments have been spending increasing sums

[9,71

each year on the North. This Year the
Minister for Works has advised already
that the amount will be increased by
£400,000. As a result of his visits up there'
in the last six months I am hopeful that
the increase will be even greater in the
next year, so that real progress can be.,
made in at least overcoming the sore
spots, so far as road transport is concerned..
When we have regard to the overall re-
quirements of the State. I think the-
amount being allocated from the Main.
Roads funds for the North is a reasonable
contribution.

Mr. Bickerton: The increase in regis-
tration will not go over very well..

Mr. COURT: If the Government is- going.
to increase expenditure from .9 millions
to 1.3 millions in-the allocation of funds
on roads there, it has gone a mighty long
way to more than matching what it will
be expecting to get from the people, there:
by way of license fees. After all, the
whole concept of this increased license-fees
is to Provide even further road work;
Therefore it is not without some compen-_
sating factor. It is not as though that
amount is going into Consolidated Revenue.
and is being lost to road users.

I think the Government-not only this
Government but its predecessor-has al-
located as much as it can afford from
available Consolidated Revenue and loan
funds. It must be acknowledged that the
great development schemes to be under-
taken eventually in the North-West can.
only be undertaken as national projects,.
Progress has been made through the,
use of the £5,000,000 grant which has
been earmarked for special Projects:
Firstly, a port in the West Icimberleys;
secondly, a survey of Napier Broome Bay;
thirdly, the extension of the Wyndham-
Jetty: and. fourthly-and the latest-the.
Ord River diversion dam scheme.

The £5,000,000 will not be sufficient to)
cover completely these four project4. lHpw-.
ever, the Commonwealth Government has
insisted that its liability in respect ot
these four schemes is limited to £5.,0000:.
and the Government has accepted that.
limitation. The reasons for that are ap-.
parent, because the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment obviously would not want to go
into the unknown as far as this expense,
is concerned. Therefore it had to specify
a financial limit.

it is my view that if we can demons-
trate the effectiveness of the expenditure.
it should be the forerunner of further
assistance on a national level. For that
reason, the Ord diversion dam takes on
a great significance, It we are successful
in our attempt to demonstrate the agri-
cultural potential of that area, I think it
would follow that we would have a strong
case and a strong claim on the national
funds for further money to develop the-
greater Ord scheme.
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As has been announced, the firm of
Maunsell and Partners has been appointed
to exammne the West Kimberley harbour
programme. Considerable difference of
opinion has arisen locally over the respec-
tive merits of Derby and Black Rocks as
prospective sites, and I think the Govern-
ment was well advised to engage a world-
renowned firm, particularly one with ex-
perience in tidal ports. The thoroughness
with which these people are undertaking
their work is commendable and very im-
portant, not only to the Government, but
to the State.

The work of Maunsell and Partners has
been extended from the examination of
those two sites. Originally they were
examining the respective merits of Derby
and Black Rocks, but they are now making
a recommendation on the best site in the
West Kimberleys for a deep-sea port. The
report is not expected to be available for
some five months-approximately next
March-and the time lag has been ac-
cepted as being both desirable and neces-
sary in the interests of receiving an auth-
oritative report on the West Kimberleys
port programme.

This report will be invaluable in future
planning. I should imagine that in mak-
lag a recommendation for the best deep-
sea port in the West Kimberleys, they
would also of necessity have to indicate
the respective merits of other places in
second or third priority. Therefore, the
document should be invaluable for future
West Kimberley port development.

Mr. Bickerton: Before you leave that
part, have you made any arrangements
in regard to the Port Hedland harbour?

Mr. COURT: Not to my knowledge. The
Port Hedland harbour Problem seems to
be clearly and well understood by our
local engineers so far as the main problem
is concerned. I would not suggest that
they might not want other advice if we
were to make a decision to develop Port
Hedland to a 10.000-ton port at a cost
of about £2,250,000; but they are satisfied
about the practicability of Port Hedland, if
we decide to develop it to a 10,000-ton
port.

Mr. letcher: That is all tides?

Mr. COURT: Yes; so far as we can
gather, it would permit reasonably free
access to and from Port Hedland, which
is a necessity if we are to attract world
shipping. The mineral potential of Pil-
barn is very much tied up to the fact of
being able to attract the bigger world ships
with free access to Port Hedland so they
can reach the world markets. The tran-
shipment through Fremantle is Dot ac-
ceptable in view of the cost factor.

There are some Ports where the ships
could not go freely on every tide; but where
practicable, it is necessary to design a port
where they will have little or no delay
because of tides.

Mr. Bickerton: Is the Government still
hopeful of shipping iron ore from Port
Hedland?

Mr. COURT: The Premier has announced
that we are persisting with a proposition
and we are inviting offers from people.
These close on the 30th November. When
we have that proposition in front of us
we will have something to argue on. At
the moment it is a myth; we must have
something concrete before we can do battle
about export licenses.

Mr. Lawrence: You mean the Premier
has not offered anything concrete.

Mr. COURT: He does not have to make
an off er,

Mr. Lawrence: You made the statement!
Mr. COURT: We are asking people to

make a proposition so that we can approach
the Commonwealth with a, firm proposition.
At least the offers we have asked for will
sort the chaff from the grain.

Mr. Lawrence: It looks like more grain
than chaff.

Mr. COURT: The preliminary work on
the Ord diversion dam, I am pleased to
report, is Proceeding satisfactorily. The
Cabinet sub-committee which was appoint-
ed to co-ordinate the planning of this
scheme has recently visited the area and a
programme and organisation have been
worked out, based on the diversion dam
being completed by the end of the dry
season in 1962. The object is to have
sufficient farming experience by the end of
1965 and to have a proposal good enough
to put forward to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment regarding the greater Ord scheme.

The diversion dam project will not only
have the advantage of getting fanning
experience-that is, practical farming ex-
perience as opposed to the research station
experience-but it will also give some
experience in community living, which is
not the same as that in other parts of the
State. As some members will no doubt
know, these black-soil plains flood, and
one cannot have the ordinary concept of
farm houses on farm properties.

Mr. Norton: You get bogged knee-deep.
Mr. COURT: Yes. Even as late as last

Sunday week, on the black soil plains, after
a very light downpour by comparison with
the wet season, it was impossible to pass
some Places in an ordinary vehicle. In
view of the nature of the soil and the
flooding which takes place, it is necessary
to have farm houses in community groups
on suitable ground. Therefore, communi-
ties will be established. The exact nature
of these communities is rather important.
It is impossible to theorise, at the moment,
and it will not be until the diversion dam
scheme is advanced that sufficient experi-
ence will be obtained to determine the
best method of siting the farm houses.

Mr. Rhatigan: The older settlers built
their homes in that type of country. There-
fore, that difficulty could be overcome.
Surely the Minister is awake up to that.
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Mr. COURT: It is not a question of being
awake up to it, but is a question of reality.
There are suitable sites right on the edge of
the irrigation areas which have already
been selected on which houses could be
placed, either singly or in groups. The
Town Planniing Commission has already
had an officer up there, and the first town-
site, which it is expected will be called
Cununurra, has already been planned. In
fact, the bulldozers have been there and
prepared the first streets.

Mr. Rhatigan: Whereabouts is that?

Mr. COURT: It is within 24 miles of the
diversion dam site right under the shadow
of Kelly's Knob. The programme of the
research station has had to be revised in
view of the advent of the diversion dam
scheme. It is a six-point plan which I
think should be explained to the House,
because this research station has been
operating for many years and there have
been queries as to whether it has finished
its job. My own view is that it has a lot of
work yet to accomplish, and it is very
important to keep it going whilst the
farming practice is being developed.

The first point in its future programme
is to improve the profitability of the initial
crops that will be sown. Those crops are
rice and safflower; and if the yield can be
improved, it follows that the profitability
of those crops will be greatly enhanced.

Secondly, and what is more important
from the Government's viewpoint in the
planning of its project, is the search for
greater diversity of crops. It has been
proved that sugar can be grown with
great success; but that is not a practicable
proposition in view of the Queensland
position.

Mr. Lawrence: What would be the aver-
age rainfall in the area to which you re-
ferred?

Mr. COURT: It could be 40ins. It is
possibly higher in some parts and lower in
others.

Mr. Lawrence: Would it be cyclonic?
Mr. COURT: The question of cotton is

one in which the Government is very
interested. The research station has been
asked to give some priority to the search
for cotton which can be harvested mech-
anically. It has been realised that manual
harvesting of cotton would make it unecon-
omical and it would not be able to compete.
That is one of the items on which
diversity is being sought.

The third Point in the Programme of
the research station is the lay-out and best
use of farm land. The fourth one is experi-
ment with dry land fanning areas to be
used for the fattening of stock. It has
been suggested to the Government by the
C.S.I.R.O. that there is a substantial area
close to the Proposed irrigation area which
lends itself to dry land farming and could
be a very valuable area for the fattening

of stock close to the meatworks and an area
which could take advantage of the con-
centrates it is expected will be Produced
from the agricultural venture. Therefore,
the research station has amongst its func-
tions in the future that of experimenting
with this dry land farming.

The fifth point is the investigation into
the Possibility and the best methods of
upgrading the pastoral industry. The
sixth point is the supervision of the agri-
cultural side of the diversion dam project.

Mr. Bickerton: I believe that it is a good
scheme but I hope the Goverment will not
get so wrapped up with it that it will for-
get the rest of the North-West.

Mr. COURT: I can assure the honourable
member that is the last thing the Gov-
ernment will do. It must be realised that
a certain amount of emphasis has had to
be given to this project at the moment to
get it moving, because we would be subject
to criticism-and rightfully so-it we did
not get on with the job now that the funds
have been earmarked.

Mr. Bickerton: I appreciate that fact.
Mr. Rhatigan: I agree with it. It is a

great Project.
Mr. COURT: I would like to emphasise

that in considering plans for water con-
servation, irrigation, and agriculture, that
are being undertaken in the* Kimberleys-
whether it be part of the Ord River scheme
or the Iveringa-Camballin scheme-it is
important that we do not lose sight of the
net result of this work in respect of the
pastoral industry.

The final result of this agriculture
should be that there will be an upgrading
of the pastoral industry, because it will.
receive the benefit of the by-products of
the agriculture and it should be the signal
for a complete change in method so far
as the pastoral industry in the Kimberleys
is concerned. Therefore, it is important
that we do not overlook the fact that this
development of agriculture in the Kim-
berleys could be the greatest single factor
in making it possible for the pastoral in-
dustry to be upgraded and the quality and
quantity of cattle produced from that area
to be greatly increased with obvious bene-
ficial results to the State.

With reference to the remarks by inter-
jection made by the member for Pilbara,
I would like to say that it is easy to get
carried away with the thought of the
great Possibilities of the Kimberleys with
such large water resources and fertile
plains, but I am sure that the first cautious
steps that we are taking-and they are
cautious steps-mean that we are entering
into a new era so far as the Kimiberleys
are concerned. If properly handled, this
area could be developed into a very im-
portant part of the State and a much
greater contributor to the national wealth.
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I am quite certain that money which It
is necessary to invest there over the next
20 years, if carefully spent, will be unim-
portant, compared with the great benefits
that will accrue to the national economy.

Mr. Bickerton: I would be the last one
to deny the Simberleys that development,
but I am a little worried that the Govern-
ment might get wrapped up with its baby
hand Push it and forget all about other
areas.

Mr. COURT: I will deal with the point
raised by the member for Pilbara at once.
I think it is to be acknowledged that the
treatment necessary for the Kimberleys
is entirely different from the treatment
needed for the development of Pilbara and,
likewise, for the development of Gascoyne.
I can assure the honourable member that
we are actively studying developmental
projects for both those areas. It is not
practicable now to rush in and give the
House an outline of what is proposed, be-
cause the plans, frankly, have not been
finalised and it will be some considerable
time before we can get down to firm
propositions in respect of Filbara and
Gascoyne.

Mr. Lawrence: You must be able to give
us some idea though.

Mr. COURT: The big thing is that when
we have these projects lined up we must
make sure we have special funds ear-
'marked, as has been the case with the
Kimberleys project, because it avoids any
-of that money being spent in the wrong
way and frittered away on other projects.

Mr. Bickerton: I appreciate that point
.6f View, but I am worried about the people
-there nbow. This planning is for the future.
'What about those there now?

Mr. COURT: I do not want to become
contentious on this matter, but we have
bbeen in office for six months.

Mr. Norton: Too long!
Mr. COURT: And it must be admitted

that a fair bit has happened in that time.
Mr. W. Hegney: Too right!
Several members interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: order! There are far

-too many interjections.
Mr. COURT: There are certain physical

as well as financial limitations, and I want
to assure the members for Pilbara and
Gascoyne respectively that their areas are
not being forgotten at all. It just happens
that this particular scheme has been the
one that has been-

'Mr. Norton: Overshadowing everything
'else.

Mr. COURT: No; it was on our plate
when we took office. The £5,000,000 grant
had been made.

Wr. Rhatigan: With all due respect to
'the members for Pilbara and Gascoyne,
4is this not Labour Party policy which you
*are 'putting Into effect?

The CHAIRMAN: order!I Members must
not interject. They will have opportunity
to debate these Estimates later. The
Minister may proceed.

Mr. COURT: Let me assure those mem-
bers again that the needs of Pilbara and
the Gascoyne are appreciated. They are
part of the North-West and the Kimber-
leys and will not be forgotten. I -wish -we
had projects for those two areas current
but it must be realised that this £5,000,000
was allocated for a defined area, and we
would be neglecting our duty if we did
not get on and get those projects moving.

Mr. Bickerton: The concentration on
future projects worries me.

Mr. COURT: It is amusing to hear the
honourable member say that. He sup-
ported a Government which administered
this area and I did not then hear this
emphasis on this question. However, I
do not want to get on to that note,
because we are out to develop the North,
-which is of great national significance.
If we are to develop big projects there,
we must eventually get national funds for
the purpose; but in the meantimie -we must
do what we can with our own local funds.
I think the State of Western Australia
has not done too badly by the North-West,
having regard to the limited resources
available,

Mr. Rhatigan: Will the Mtinister -agree
that his Government is only putting into
effect the projects of the Hawke Govern-
ment?

Mr. COURT: I mijht admit that in part,
but not In its entirety. In conclusion on
the North-West vote, I would point out
that one bright feature which might give
heart to the members for Pilbara and Gas-
coyne is that the national understanding of
the problems of the North-West and Kim-
berleys has increased greatly In recent
years. The Eastern States Press has given
more publicity to this area in the last three
years than ever before. This part of the
State is also being featured in radio ses-
sions and television; and the main news-
papers of the Eastern States capitals are
giving generously of space to the North-
West and the Kimberleys; and that is a
goad sign.

The visit of 12 Federal back-bench
members to the North-West in August was
an inspiration. There we had members
from Tasmania, Victoria, New South Wales
and Queensland, who had no votes to gain
by going to the Kimberleys. the Pilbara,
and the Gascoyne, and giving their time to
an examination of this problem. Those 12
members are now much better informed.
after the fairly strenuous week of effort
they put in to see for themselves those
problems which are peculiar to the North-
West and the Kimberleys; and that must
give good results,
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Mr. Jamieson: You cannot go by that.
because some Federal members also in-
vestigate Christmas Island.

Mr. COURT: I assure the honourable
member, who writes people down on every
possible occasion, that these members
worked hard and have been extremely
helpful to the cause of this State since
they returned to the national Parliament.
They certainly had no pleasure trip in the
North, and no fun and games, particularly
as they paid much of their own expenses.
If the honourable member knows this
country-

Mr. Jamieson: I think I would know it
better than the Minister does.

Mr. COURT: The next vote is for the
Harbour and Light Department and here
I will be brief. The vote is for £272,000,
as against £235,988 last year. an increase
of £:36,012. On the revenue side there is
an estimated increase from £372,492 last
year to £390,750 this year. The main
cause of the increased expenditure is the
item Wharfingers Jetty and Tramway
Wages, etc., where the increase is from
£162,448 to £187,500. The department's
most important function and main source
of revenue is the control and operation of
nine ports in this State, which includes
Qeraldton. At the seven North-West ports
it handles all cargo passing over the jetties
both ashore and on board ship in the
capacity of stevedore for the owners of
the vessels.

Rapidly Increasing activities in the
North-West over the past few years have
been reflected in ever-increasing volumes
of cargo being handled. These include
developmental materials, oil search equip-
ment, and general stores etc., inwards;
and mineral ores, whale products, frozen
meat, wool, cattle and sheep, etc.. out-
wards,

Extensive Port development by way of
extensions to jetties, etc.. has been found
necessary to cope with the volume of
shipping calling at Port Hedland and
Wyndham. and that work is in hand at
the Present time. Both those Ports are
developing nicely and the extension to
Wyndham Jetty particularly is going ahead
fast. When that Is finished we will have
a Port which will take two 10,000-ton ships
at the one time, which is necessary both
for the meatworks, which are serviced by
overseas ships, and the extra tonnage that
will be passing through Wyndham when
the materials and equipment for the
diversion dam go into the Ord River area.

It is our objective to have at least one
deep-sea port in each of the electorates
of Gascoyne, Pilbara, and Kimberley; and
I am referring particularly to West Kim-
berley, because we have a deep-sea port
at Wyndham.

The administration of the Western Aus-
tralian Marine Act is another Important
function of the department. Under that

authority it controls all marine craft in
the State which are used for commercial
purposes, including the fishing, pearling,
and whaling fleets. All of these craft are
surveyed, equipped, and manned to depart-
mental requirements. Revenue from this
source is relatively small and amounts to
only £.1,500, but it is an essential service
that must be maintained in the interests
of public safety, The department is re-
sponsible also for good order in all navig-
able waters in the State, controls all fore-
shores, is the State navigation authority,
and has numerous less important func-
tions.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara): I move-
That progress be reported and leave

asked to sit again.

Motion put and negatived.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [11.44]:
The matters relating to the North-West
with which I desire most to deal are in-
dividual items; but I will make passing
reference to certain matters raised by the
Minister for the North-West. First of all
I am concerned with the possibility that
both the Minister and the Government
may get so wrapped up in the individual
schemes--I would not call them grandiose
schemes, because I consider them essential
to the North-West-that they will neglect
the interests of the people who are already
residents in North-West areas.

I have quite a number of problems con-
cerning the people who already live there
and I shall seek your guidance, Mr. Chair-
man, as to whether I should bring one
matter up under the Estimate for the
North-West or the Estimate for the Public
Works Department-I refer to a water
supply for a community of 70 people
who live out from Roebourne at Point
Samson. This water supply has been re-
quired for many years but it had reached
the stage, just prior to the change of
Government, where it was decided that
certain boring and exploratory work
should be undertaken at the township of
Roebourne to ascertain whether there was
a sufficient supply of water which could
be Pumped to Point Samson.

Since the change of Government I have
written letters on this matter and have
asked questions about it In the Chamber.
I think this Is a problem which the Min-
ister for the North-West could take to
heart because it concerns 70-odd people.
with children, who are literally without
any water supply. I have asked questions
in the Chamber, and I have received
answers to the effect that they would be
supplied with water in the case of an
emergency. I even asked what constituted
an emergency in the mind of the Minister,
and his answer was that an emergency
was something such as a cyclone or a
drought.
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The drought has been there all the time
-- t least it has been there for ten years.

,apart from the few odd showers that
.they get in that area-and as far as a
cyclone is concerned, that would not be
classed as an emergency because a cyclone
normally brings rain. In that event, rather
than being an emergency, it would be a
blessing.

Mr. Nalder: It might blow the water
tanks away and you would have nothing
in which to hold the water.

Mr. BICKERTON: That has happened
before, but I can assure the Minister for
Agriculture that the people would benefit
in some way because a cyclone would bring
rain. Many cyclones have hit this par-
ticular Place in the past, but they have
never blown the water tanks away. All
that the people there need is water to fill
the tanks. They are in the position at
present where they are carting water from
Roebourne in kerosene tins and 4-gallon
and 44-gallon drums.

I wrote to the Minister for Works and
asked him whether he would discuss the
matter with me. He acknowledged my
letter by saying that he had received it.
but I have heard nothing more about it.
I have received numerous inquiries from
the local progress association in regard
to it, and I know of cases where kiddies'
clothes have been left lying outside their
parents' homes, practically rotting away,
because there is no water in which to
wash them. It might not be so bad with
a married couple without children; but
where thene are three, four, or five children
in the family the position becomes ex-
tremely difficult.

Until we are without water we do not
realise just how much we use per day:
and these people have absolutely nothing
there. There is a tank at each house; but
as far as I know, most of the water has
been used up. I understand that the
Harbour and Light Department has six
or seven tanks near Point Samson, but that
water is reserved for the staff of that
department and for the P.Wfl. mess.

I have asked several questions as to
whether drinking water could be used as
ballast in the State ships, and pumped
Into tanks at the end of the jetty. I have
received answers to those questions and
I suppose I cannot complain about it, if
they are read in a certain way. But I
cannot help but think, without any wicked-
ness in my mind, that the answers have
been cooked up by someone who has no
appreciation of what these people are
going through. It strikes me that the
answers given to the questions I asked
have been put forward as a means of
overcoming the query without giving any-
thing away: there is no satisfaction In
any of the answers that I have received.

I do not believe it would be difficult for
any Government which considers itself
capable of managing £5,000,000 of Com-
monwealth money, plus £5,000,000 of

State money, to overcome a simple pro-
blem of supplying 70 people with water.
Particularly as in this case the people
have absolutely no water supply at all.
Far be it from me to try to draw any red
herrings across any trail or decry any
scheme that would benefit the North-
West. Anything at all that would improve
the situation up there I would like to see
Put into operation. But I am a bit con-
cerned that in doing this the Minister
and the Government may overlook provid-
ing some of the facilities which are neces-
sary to keep the people who are already
there in the North-West.

Earlier this evening I instanced the
matter of education in the North-West, and
now I am mentioning the water supply at
Point Samson. There are two instances
where something could be done to help the
People who are already there. Marble Bar
has recently had some troubles in regard
to its water supply, but at least the people
there have some water, even though its
use is restricted to certain hours. In
addition, something is being done to over-
come the problem. But at Point Samson,
so far as I can see, nothing has been
done: and my letters to the Minister for
Works, with copies to the Minister for the
North-West and the Premier, have borne
no fruit whatever.

These people are important to the North-
West because they are living at the port
through which we ship our asbestos mined
at Wittenoom Gorge, where there are 200
or 300 families. Something will have to
be done to supply them with water, other-
wise we cannot expect them to remain
there. If they leave, what will happen to
the industry at Wittenoom Gorge?

I am speaking only on general matters
and the remainder of my remarks I will
leave to the individual items on this vote.
However, I appeal to the Minister for the
North-West to use all the influence he
might have in Cabinet, and with those
from whom I can get no satisfaction, to do
something about providing a temporary
water supply for the people at Point Sam-
son until such time as a reticulated scheme
can be provided. I understand it will cost
approximately E45.000; and, although It
sounds a lot of money to be spent on only
70 People, if those 10 were to leave the
North-West we would be in for a lot of
trouble.

MR. RHATIGAN (Kimberley) [11.551:
MY electorate appears to be the glamour
electorate at the moment, and this has
come about through the efforts of the all-
Party committee at Canberra. If I remem-
ber rightly, this committee consisted of
the Premier of the day (Sir Ross Me-
Larty); the present Deputy Premier (Mr.
Watts): the present Leader of the Opposi-
tion (Mr. Hawke); Mr. Strickland; and
the late Mr. Rodoreda, who was the
member for Pilbara at that time. They
submitted such an excellent case to the
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Commonwealth Government that it re-
suited in the first grant of £2,500,000
being made available by that Government
to be spread over a period of five years.
Following that, another advance of
£2,500,000 was made.

With all due respect to the present
Minister for the North-West, there is no
doubt that the Hawke Government initia-
ted the project which the present Admin-
istration is now putting into effect . I
cast no reflection on the present Minister;,
but I wish to stress, for the benefit of new
members, that he is now implementing the
scheme that was propounded by the
previous Government.

With the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion, I visited this dam site a few years
ago in company with Mr. Young (Director
of Works); Mr. Leach (Commissioner of
Main Roads); Mr. Duncan; and some other
departmental heads. The member for
Melville raced up to the site that had been
selected for the Ord River diversion damn.
No-one was able to keep up with him, and
he was the first of the party to view the
site as I used to look upon it in the days
when I took thousands of cattle there to be
watered.

The erection of this dam is the only
realistic approach towards populating the
north. My only regret is that the Com-
monwealth Government did not see its way
clear to making available £20,000,000 to
finance this project and the welfare of the
North; but at least the £35,000,000 it has
made available is a step in the right
direction, and it will assist us to reach the
objective we have aimed at for many years,
regardless of Party Politics. No doubt we
will be subjected to criticism from all sec-
tions of the community, not only in West-
ern Australia and in Australia, but also
in other parts of the world by people who
are taking an interest in this project.

Nevertheless, we have to take the initial
step at some time and undoubtedly this is
the right one to take. It is about time that
we got away from thinking that only the
North-West will benefit from this project,
because It is of importance not only to
Australia as a whole but to other parts of
the world. It is a most satisfactory means
of populating the North-West. We cannot
expect to hold this vast acreage of unpopu-
lated territory indefinitely. Irrespective of
the Government that is in office, it is our
bounden duty to assist in populating this
vacant portion of the State and to impress
upon the Commonwealth Government that
further finance is needed.

The Commonwealth Government is the
one that holds the public purse; and as it
is accepted in the home that mother
always approaches father when she needs
something, father Menzies and father Holt
will have to realise that If we are to do
something with the North-West their Gov-
ernment must contribute not £5,000,000
but £0,.000,000.

The climatic conditions of the North are
extremely harsh; but if the right people are
selected, these conditions will not prove to
be a barrier to prevent their residing in
the North-West. I was raised in those parts
and have lived there for many Years, and
I am quite prepared to return there if I
am given something that will make my
return worth while. Careful consideration
should be given to the selection of suitable
people to reside there.

I am satisfied that many products can
be grown in the North-West of our State.
Further, if they are grown, the carrying
capacity of the pastoral industry will be
increased. It must be realised, of course,
that large tracts of that country are held
under pastoral lease by people who have
never seen it. Therefore, with all due respect
to the Minister now controlling the North-
West, I point out that this constructive
idea was originally brought forward by an
all-Party committee and put in train by
the Hawke Government, and I1 now hope
the Minister will implement this plan to
the full. The people of the North-West
will be only too pleased to supply him with
any information that he desires which will
assist him in this direction.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [12.1 am.):
It appears to me that the adverse publicity
which the Minister is getting concerning
his interests in the Kimberleys and the
moneys that have been made available to
him to spend in that area is casting a
shadow on the people in the North-West.
I know, of course, that he will not agree
with that statement; but actions speak
louder than words. At this stage I would
like to remind the Government of the
promises that some members on the other
side of the Chamber made during the
election campaign and at other times.

In July, 1g55, the Minister for the
North-West attended a meeting at Carnar-
von in company with the member for
Murray. I would like to remind him of the
Press report of what was said at that meet-
ing. The following is the statement that
was attributed to the member for Murray
by the Northern Times dated the 14th
July, 1955:-

He advocated that a Royal Commis-
sion be appointed without delay by the
State Government to examine and
report on the industry's problems of
production, transport and markets. The
personnel to comprise an outstanding
hydraulic engineer, an economist and
an agricultural expert. He further
advocated the very best brains in
Australia being applied to the water
problem.

The Premier made a similar promise at
the last general election. He gave an
undertaking that if he were returned to
the Treasury bench he would get the
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best possible expert advice if it meant
:getting it from outside the State or over-
seas. Another issue of the Northern Times
dated the 12th March, 1959. contained the
following heading-

Liberal Programme of Action. A
short-term plan.

The advertisement which appeared under
this heading referred to many matters;
and one of them, again, dealt with im-
proved water supplies. In regard to that
question, the following appears:-

Improved water supplies, accelerate
water surveying and assessment of the
area-

'The area referred to in this advertisement
is the North-West. However, what has
taken place at Carnarvon since the general
election? Have the promises which Govern-
ment members have made been honoured?
Have the promises to obtain the best
possible brains from outside the State or
overseas to solve the problems of the
Ciascoyne River been fulfilled?

Today, the Gascoyne River has established
on it a most virile industry worth in
the vicinity of £1,000,000 to the district:
and at least £500,000 to the State by way
of export trade. I have asked various
questions concerning water conservation
on the Gascoyne River-as to whether any
steps have been taken to obtain outside
advice on the best methods that could be
applied for water conservation. I have
also written to the Minister asking what
has been done in the matter: and, in each
case, I have received a negative reply.

Mr. W. Hegney: You will continue to
get that.

Mr. NORTON: I am sure that will be the
case as long as the present Government
Is In office. It will surprise me if this
Government is able to take its eyes away
from the Kimberleys. It is interesting to
note portion of a letter I received from the
Minister for Works In respect of work that
has been done in the Gascoyne River. He
turns down practically all the suggestions
that have been made and refers to what
Is being carried out. In paragraph (c)
on page 2 of his letter he says-

A barrage near the high tide posi-
tion in the river. This would not be
favoured by the Government for the
following reasons:

(1) The cost would be very high
if investigations Indicated
that it would be possible to
retain water at any site.

(2) The amount of water con-
served would be very limited.

(3) The risk of flooding the town
would be increased.

By the very wording of that paragraph it
is evident the Minister did not know what
he was talking about. He did not seem

to know the purpose of the barrage, or how
IL functioned; or what that barrage was
intended to do. Apparently he thought
the barrage was intended to store water on
the surface of the sands. Par from that
being the case, It was intended to store
water in the sands and to make the smaller
rivers flood and give a maximum seepage
which could be Produced from any river.

As to the flooding of the town, It would
not make any difference whether the bar-
rage was there or not, because the barrage
would be placed in such a position as
to allow the free flow of the river at any
strength. The Minister said they were
examining the possibility of developing or
drawing from the river sands upstream
from the bridge. His letter continues--

A substantial basin, approximately
40 acres In area, in the river bed, has
been located If to 2 miles upstream
from the bridge, from which water
could be pumped through pipes to
growers on the south and downstream
side of the bridge and so give relief
to about 20 of the growers on lots
129 to 181.

I think members will agree that 20 growers
out of a total of 200 Is not very many. An
area of 40 acres in which water could
be conserved is very small and could be
pumped out quickly if no method of re-
plenishing it were available. The barrage
itself would not replenish 40 acres only,
but 1,600 acres. This Is quite a different
proposition to finding a little pool of water
two miles away from the growers to sup-
ply only 20 of them.

I got another reply from the Minister
for the North-West by way of answer to
a question, in which he said the Govern-
ment had no Intention of going outside
the State, or the Public Works Depart-
ment. to get advice on the problems of the
Gascoyne, as the departmental engineers
were quite capable of tackling the job.
I would not dispute the capability, or
otherwise, of the engineers; but the posi-
tion is that the Government has promised

-thas promised over two elections-
that If it were returned to the Treasury
bench It would go outside the State, and
even overseas, to get the best possible
brains to solve the problems such as those
that exist on the Gascoyne River.

In the earlier part of the session I also
asked questions in respect of subsidies for
the transport of perishable goods from
Carnarvon to Perth. The Minister for
Transport indicated that subsidies were
never granted. I would point out to the
Minister that subsidies were certainly
made available for the transport of these
perishables from 1942 to 1947 for Carnar-
von producers. They were available until
the Mclarty-Watts Government cancelled
them.

Mr. Court: They were wartime subsidies
of a special nature.
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Mr. NORTON: The Minister will not
deny he cancelled them. Let us look
at the advertisement I quoted previously.
Here again the Government admits to
subsidies. It says-

Improve land, sea and air trans-
port; restore road subsidies.

That shows that the Government is
cognisant of the fact that subsidies were
made available to the people of the North
-even though they were small ones. But
this Government did away with those sub-
sidies. When they were payable the cost of
transport was not as great; the value of
fruit, by comparison, was far higher; the
cost of cases was one-third of the price
it is today, as was the case with manures
and fuels. Yet the wholesale price of our
product is only about one penny per pound
more than it was in that Period.

It is clear that all the subsidies are now
going to the grain and wool-producing
areas of the south. It is interesting to
analyse the attendant set-up with the
opening of the Burakin-Bonnic Rock and
the Lake Grace-Hyden line. It is also
of interest to work out the exact subsidy
which was Paid to the farmers in those
districts in respect of the loss that occurred
on those lines; and I refer particularly
to the Lake Orace-Hyden line.

The operating loss on the Lake Grace-
Hyden line in its last year of operation-
1956-57-was a matter of £31,000. Over
that line a total tonnage of 25,261 tons was
hauled which, when worked out, is ap-
proximately £1 4s. 10d. per ton for all
goods carted over that line. In other
words, the farmers were given a subsidy of
£1 4s. 10d. a ton for haulage of 57 miles.
This is equal to 5d. per ton mile.

If the growers on the Gascoyne were
given the same subsidy to enable them
to get their produce to the railhead, it
would amount to £6 10s. a ton, and this
would give them a great incentive and help
to offset the extra cost they must mneet
in the transport of their essential comn-
moditites to the districts.

We have only to look at the Estimates
to find out that nearly £300,000 is being
paid as a subsidy on grain products-
whether it be freight subsidy of the grain
to the mills, or whether it be a subsidy
on storage. We cannot get away from the
fact that a certain selected few are getting
very substantial subsidies. We find that
in respect of pyrites there is to be a 25
per cent. rail subsidy. Admittedly that is
meant to keep the price of super down
for the benefit of the same section of
the community.

I ask the Minister for Transport, the
Minister for the North-West, or the Pre-
mier to give earnest consideration to the
granting of a subsidy on the carting of
perishable products from Carnarvon south-
wards. Earlier this year, through the
cancellation of a Kalgoorlie train service,
the cost of the transport of beans from

Perth to Merredin was increased by sev-
eral thousand pounds because they had to
be carted by road. I was told that was
not a cancellation of a service. Any train
service becomes a service, irrespective of
where it runs. If it is cancelled, then It
becomes a cancellation of a service, and
a subsidy should be paid by the Govern-
ment. I understand that a subsidy is paid
in similar circumstances in respect of
other commodities.

I now touch on agriculture. I draw at-
tention to how the Department of Agri-
culture has been overloading the Qascoyne
Research Station with technicians, in
preference to appointing a tropical or
agricultural adviser there. It was not
long ago that I asked questions regarding
the appointment of the agricultural offi-
cer at Carnarvon; what grading he was
on; and what his qualifications were. The
answers were very interesting.

It was said that that officer held a degree
of engineering in agriculture, obtained
from a Paris University. I asked for a
comparison of that degree with the degrees
obtained from our own universities, and
the exact university in France from which
that degree was obtained. The answers
indicated that the department had no idea
of the exact qualifications of this man, or
from where he obtained the degree, except
that it was somewhere in France. Before
his appointment, that person was em-
ployed as a laboratory chemist by Taub-
mans, Melbourne.

Mr. Moir: How did he come to be ap-
pointed?

Mr. NORTON: I cannot find out- As
far as I know the Director of Agriculture
appointed him. The Gascoyne Research
Station is now left with two officers, one
being the regional officer for the North-
West. His duties take him from Shark Bay
to Wyndham. He has to supervise all the
research stations in the North-West. He
has another officer, Mr. Lawson, to assist
him. Mr. Lawson has also to do a great
deal of travelling as he has to advise on
pasture renovation. He is also well versed
In tropical agriculture and vegetable
growing.

I am not reflecting on the person re-
cently appointed, because he has not had
the opportunity to gain sufficient know-
ledge; but the department sent him along
to Carnarvon. Mr. Lawson was given the
Job of teaching huin about tropical agri-
culture and vegetable growing. It is not
fair to the district or to the other mem-
bers of the staff who have to teach him.

It was requested by the planters' as-
sociation that a tropical adviser be ap-
pointed. I understand that the fruit-
growers' association made certain recom-
mendations to the department. When I
asked if a tropical adviser was to be ap-
pointed, the department said one would
be appointed as soon as a suitable man was
available. It is considered there is a very
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suitable man available-one who has had
experience at Carnarvon since he left the
University. He went to Carnarvon from
the University as a cadet. I strongly,-
urge the Minister to look into the staffing
of the research stations in the North-
West, and not to overload them with
technicians.

When I was last at the Gascoyne Re-
search Station there were four technicians
employed there. They were looking around
for something to do. It appeared to be
a transit section for technicians of the
department. That does not give the offi-
cer in charge of the station, who has a
large district to cover, any chance to do
Justice to himself, to his job, and to the
people of the North-West. A lot more can
be done for those areas If the Ord River
and the Kimberleys do not cloud the
thinking of the Ministers of the Govern-
ment,

MR. HALL (Albany) [12.22 a.mn.J: On this
occasion we are signing the death
warrant of the Department of Industrial
Development. Next year this item will not
appear in the Estimates, and it will be
replaced by the proposed industrial auth-
ority. The members to be appointed to
that authority will no doubt have Inter-
ests which link them with other indus-
tries. I hope that when they develop
their trend of thought they will not be
biased in favour of assisting the industry
-with which they are connected.

We seem to have a road which Is a no-
-man's land in Albany. It runs behind the
house of the harbour master and it serves
the workers in the Harbour and Light De-
partrnent. At one stage it belonged to the
Commonwealth Government, and then it
was vested in the State Government. Ir-
respective of how far I probed. I could not
obtain financial assistance for its repair.
The road serves not only the oil tanks, but
also the Harbour and Light Department
and its staff, as well as Hunt's Cannery.
X ask the Minister to set aside some funds
to enable repairs to be effected. The muni-
cipality has provided a road right up to
the Harbour and Light Department's
offices, but the section beyond has been
completely neglected.

Another point I want to raise is the ap-
pointment of a liaison officer on shipping
matters. I asked questions about this
earlier in the session. We find there are
such liaison officers in the metropolitan
area. Without a liaison officer, the out-
ports are affected adversely-such as Al-
bany, Bunbury, Geraldton, and Esperance.
If a liaison officer Is appointed at Albany,
the tonnages can be estimated and a regu-
lar shipping service can be arranged. That
is essential to establish direct connec-
tions, to the Eastern States. I suppose
the same applies to overseas services.

As there is no liaison officer now, many
of our cargoes have to pass through the
metropolitan area. Such a procedure Is

detrimental to the outports. The requisite
facilities are available in Albany and they
should be developed. A recent research con-
ducted by the Chamber of Commerce in
Albany disclosed the fact that 80 per cent.
of the freight from the Katanning area was
coming through metropolitan ports. They
are entitled to that; and if we had a liai-
son officer, industry and comnmerce would
be directed through these ports. I think
the Chairman of Committees would sup-
port my view.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development and Minister for
the North-West--in reply) [12.25 a.m.J:
I would refer briefly to the comments of
the member for Albany before I refer to
others. I will look at the problem of the
no-man's land to which he referred. On
the question of a liaison officer, I would
respectfully invite his attention to the fact
that that was a part of the Estimates which
I did not mention because division 30,
so f ar as I am concerned, had a silent
vote. The footnote at the bottom of the
division explained the reason. It is no
longer under my administration; but I will
invite the attention of the Premier to the
matter raised by the honourable member,
as that matter has now been transferred to
division No. '7,

So far as the comments by the members
for Pilbara and Gascoyne are concerned, I
want to reiterate that there is no diminu-
tion of the Government's interest in the
rest of the North-West and the Kimberleys
because of the current activity at the Ord
River. if those members examine the
position objectively, they will appreciate
that exactly the same effort has been going
into Pilbara, and Gascoyne as before-if not
a little more.

It may be that the emphasis in the
public mind at the moment is on the Ord
River area, but that is how things go. It
could be that in a year or two's time the
emphasis will be on the development of
Port Hedland. Then I suppose we will have
the other two areas complaining because
they are out in the cold. There is no dimi-
nution of interest. The emphasis is the
same so far as everyday affairs are con-
cerned at Gascoyne, Pilbara, and the Kim-
berleys.

The water supply position at Point
Samson presents an acute problem and I
will discuss that matter further, as re-
quested, with the Minister for Works to
see what can be done.

Mr. Bickerton: I hope you can get
further with him than I can.

Mr. COURT: I will discuss the matter
with him. I felt the member for Gascoyne
indulged in a display of sour grapes, be-
cause he was not fair in some of the com-
ments he made. This Government has
been active in connection with the water
problem on the Gascoyne. which he well
knows. He knows that the previous Gov-
ernment was confronted with the same
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situation-a very difficult river and a very
difficult problem because of the number
of settlers; and not only because of the
number of settlers but because certain of
the settlers had been more industrous than
others and their water demands, because of
their industry, brought about a crisis. He
well knows that action has been taken by
the Minister for Works to try to alleviate
that situation,

Mr. Norton: Very minor!
Mr. COURT: The honourable member

said that nothing had been done. Some-
thing positive has been done and we ate
mindful of the fact that this river has to be
further investigated to see whether we
can produce a. solution. We have been
in Government for six months, and we
have not been idle on the problem.

Mr. Heal: I repeat, too long!I
Mr. COURT: You will have to get used

to it; the honourable member keeps say-
ing "Too long." He has said "Too long"
too often.

Mr. Heal: r can keep saying it, too.
The CHAIRMAN: order!
Mr. COURT: Perhaps in 10 years' time

when we are older and more tired the
honourable member will still be saying
"Too long."

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. COURT: The question of subsidies

was raised by the member for Gascoyne.
I do not think it is practicable for a
system of subsidies to be introduced there.
No doubt the matter was discussed by him
with the Government he supported, and
I think that Government would have
arrived at exactly the same result as we
have In considering the representations
made. I would challenge the accuracy of
his remarks that many thousands of
pounds have been lost by the growers in
the Gescoyne because of changed train
schedules. I think that is gross exaggera-
tion.

Mr. Norton: I said several thousands.
Mr. COURT: Several thousands of

pounds is a lot of money. As a result of
the revised timetable on the Kalgoorlie
train, the honourable member well knows
that the departmental officers went to a
lot of trouble to work out a system which
would cause a minimum, If any, of incon-
venience to the Gascoyne growers; and one
which would cost them very little. When
the honourable member weighs up the total
cost of transportation charged by the rail-
ways to assist those growers to get their
produce to the Eastern States markets, if
he is fair and reasonable he will realise
that the railways have done a first-class
job.

Mr. Norton: I was not criticising the
railways; I was criticising the Government
in regard to subsidies.

Mr. COURT: I challenge the accuracy
of "several thousands". He says "several
thousands" now, but I think he said "many
thousands". It would be interesting to
know what he meant by "several thous-
ands", because that could represent £2,000.

The member for Kimberley attacked the
matter from an entirely different angle.
I cannot let some of his remarks go un-
challenged. The situation when the Gov-
ernment took office was this: The Com-
monwealth Government had approved
some time previously a £5,000,000 special.
grant. The Government of the day-that
is, the Hawke Government-had agreed
on three projects: the Black Rocks project,
the Napier Broome Bay survey, and ex-
tensions of the Wyndham jetty. That re-
ferred to the first £2,500,000. Then the
extra £2,500,000 came right out of the blue;
and it is fair to say that at the time we
took over, the Hawke Government had
not been able to arrive at a proposition for
the expenditure of that £2,500,000.

Mr. Tonkin: That Is not fair.
Mr. COURT:, If a statement of fact is

fair, it is fair and factual.
Mr. Tonkin: No it's not!
Mr. COURT: At that time the previous

Government had not reached agreement
and, in fact, it was toying with the Com-
monwealth Government on the basis of
undertaking the greater Ord scheme.

Mr. Tonkin: Will you deny that the
Commonwealth Government had sent
officers over here and those officers. in-
vestigated our proposals for the Ord River
scheme? Will you deny it?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. COURT: The honourable member

gets away with too much of that sort of
thing. Anyone would think he was a
prosecutor for the Crown the way he goes
on in this Chamber.

Mr. Tonkin: Will you deny that?
The CHAIRMAN: The Minister must

keep to the votes under his department,
Mr. COURT: I seem to have a bad trot

with both the Speaker and the Chairman
in regard to Interjections. I repeat that
no proposition had been agreed to by the
Previous Government for the expenditure
of that £2,500,000, and time was running
out. We then went firm on the diversion
Proposal. As members know, it took some
months to get the agreement of the Com-
monwealth Government to the expenditure
of the extra £2,500,000 for the Ord River
diversion dam scheme.

The member for Kimberley referred to
the fact that mistakes may be made. I
could not agree with him more, because
no worthy scheme was ever launched with-
out some mistakes being made. I can
imagine members standing up in this House
and referring to the diversion dam as
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"Court's Folly' if anything goes wrong.
They will want to pin it on to the person
holding the portfolio at the time it was
commenced. However, if It is successful,
everything will be taken for ranted. in
these schemes there Is a great degree of
risk.

I would say in answer to the member
for Kimberley, who suggested that the
Commonwealth should give consideration
to the granting of £20,000,000 for the
greater Ord scheme, that it would be un-
desirable to launch ourselves firstly into
the greater Ord scheme. The engineering
side is something that can be undertaken
with reasonable surety.

I am quite convinced from what the
engineers have said that the Ord River
dam would be an engineer's dream. It
would be a wonderful structure and an
effective one so far as retaining the water
is concerned and in regard to the taking
of' water from the diversion dam. But that
is one side of the story. The more difficult
side is the agricultural side, which cannot
be hastened. It is best to make progress
slowly and surely; because if we had a
major scheme in the Kimberleys, such as
the greater Ord scheme, which proved to
-be a failure, we would never live it down
or receive support for projects in that
area for many years to come. Therefore
the method that is being adopted is the
-safer and sounder one and the loss of five
years will not be great in the history of the
*State.

Vote (Department of Industrial Develop-
ment) put and passed.

Vote-North-West, £2,238,022:

Rtem No. 1, Salaries and Allowances
(Agriculture) etc., £34,560.

Mr. BICKERTON: I notice that in
Practically all the salaries and allowances
items there has been an increase, and I1
would like the Minister to give me some
idea of the reason for the increase in this
particular item.

Mr. COURT: The explanation of the
actual increase is as follows:-

These salaries are chiefly on account
of head office staff and field officers.
Agricultural advisers are stationed at
Carnarvon, Derby, Kimberley Research
Station, and Wiluna.

Either field assistants or technicians
are stationed at the research centres.
A rice technician is working full-time
on trials at Camballin, where rice in
commercial quantities is now being
grown, and there is a cattle adviser at
Broome.

The increase of £5,852 over last
year's expenditure is due partly to the
extra pay day in the Year and partly
for provision being made for three
extra officers.

Item No. S. Research stations, Gascoyne,
Kimberley, Woodstock am! Abydos, £53,987.

Mr. BICKERTON: I would like to know
the individual estimate for Woodstock and
Abydos.

Mr. COURT: I am sorry I have not
got the break-up between the two stations,
but have only the total. However, If the
honourable member desires it, I will obtain
it for him.

Item No. 6, Incidentals (Country Water
Supplies, etc.) £E500.

Mr. NORTON: I wish to point out to
the Minister that as far as I am concerned
there are no sour grapes in this matter.
I am perfectly genuine and wish to advise
him that some Government departmental
experts have estimated that, unless some-
thing is done, industry could collapse
within five years. I desire the Minister to
take this matter seriously and give it
urgent consideration instead of Just minor
exploratory work. Major exploratory work
is necessary.

Item No. 18, General and By-Elections
(Electoral) £400.

Mr. BICKERTON: I do not see this item
included in any other Minister's Estimates
and would like to know the reason for its
inclusion here,

Mr. COURT: The policy in recent years,
so far as Estimates are concerned, has been
to spend the money through the different
departments and then allocate a portion
back to the North-West department. in
this way there will be a clear indication
to Parliament as to the amount being ex-
pended under each heading. I think all
other election expenses will appear under
the Attorney-General's Vote.

Item No. 23, Salaries and Allowances
(Fisheries) £ 2,637.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I would like the Min-
ister to give an explanation for the
decrease of £468 in this item.

Mr. COURT: The information I have
here is not sufficient, I am afraid, for the
honourable member. It is that provision
has been made for normal expenditure,
and the decrease is due to non-recurring
relief which is not necessary during this
financial year. It was explained to me
today that a non-recurring item had to be
paid last Year and that was the reason for
the greater amount during that year.
However, if the honourable member would
like to know more details. I 'will obtain
them for him.

Item No. 25, Survey Exvenses, etc.
(Lands and Surveys) £14,200.

Mr. B3ICKERTON: Would the Minister
explain the increase of £7,624 in this item?
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Mr. COURT: The Lands and Surveys
Department is anticipating greatly in-
creased survey activity throughout the
whole of the North-West, which is the
reason for this increased vote.

Item No. 33, Salaries and Allowances
(Police) etc., £51,466.

Mr. RHATIGAN: Would the Minister
please explain the decrease of £732 in this
item?

Mr. COURT: I have not the information
the honourable member requires, but will
obtain it if he desires.

Item No. 38, Salaries and Allowances
(Public Works) etc.. £36,130.

Mr. BICKERTON: There seems to be a
general increase in practically every salary
and allowance item. The Minister could
perhaps cover them all in one swoop, but
I would like to know the reason for this
particular item.

Mr. COURT: The reason is that we have
asked the departments to increase their
activities in the North-West, and public
works in particular is a case in point
where the Minister wishes to increase the
number of technical officers in that part
of the S tate. In some parts of the North
we have had comparatively junior officers
supervising important work, Partly for fin-
ancial reasons and partly through lack of
suitable officers.

Mr. Bickerton: Would that include the
Ord River staff?

Mr. COURT: No; that project will be
covered by Commonwealth funds.

Mr. Bickerton: I do not know of any
changes in my area.

Mr. COURT: These are Estimates for
the full year and it is part of the policy
to strengthen the supervisory staff in
those areas where in the past there has
been but a thin red line of supervisory
staff. The increase is necessary if we are
to get the staff to cope with the hoped
for development.

Item No. 39, Incidentals. £10,000:
Mr. RHAnOGAN: Can the Minister ex-

plain the decrease of £437 in this instance?
Mr. COURT: These incidentals are al-

most impossible to estimate accurately as
they cover such things as air fares, tele-
phones, and so on. It was considered that
the slightly, lower expenditure would be
sufficient.

Item No. 42, Additions, repairs and
maintenance of buildings in North-West.
including Furniture, Equipment and Rent,
etc., £46,450:

Mr. RHATIGAN: Will the Minister ex-
plain this decrease of £6,908?

Mr. COURT: After a survey of build-
ings in the North-West, the department
considered the proper maintenance could
be undertaken for £46,450.

Item No. 44, Incidentals, including
travelling, postages. etc., and expenses of-
the Honourable Minister for the North-.
West, £3,068 (General):

Mr. NORTON: I have been trying to
discover any allowance for the adminis-
trator and his staff. Is that covered
here?

Mr. COURT: No straight-out provision
has been made for the senior executive
officer and his staff, because when these
Estimates were drawn up it was doubt-
ful whether an appointment would be
made this year. But after consultation
with the Treasury officers and the Premier,
it was decided to make no specific alloca-
tion. There is machinery to deal with
these matters within the overall finances
available. The reason for the sharp in-
crease in this item is explained in the foot-
note. It includes salaries of the expecutive
officer and typist previously provide4l
under "Supply and Shipping."

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Harbour and Light and Jetties,

£212,000-put and passed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 12.53 am. (Thursday),
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